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Preface

The National Foundation for Communal Harmony (NFCH) has been
working to promote peace and harmony in the country. Among other
activities, NFCH also encourages promotion of principles of non-violence
in resolving disputes between different religious and other groups.

Over the years, the Foundation has been organizing yearly essay
competitions among the new officers of the All India Service and Group
‘A’ Central Services, who undergo training at the Lal Bahadur Shastri
National Academy of Administration (LBSNAA), Mussoorie.

This e-monograph is the result of another such essay competition
organized by LBSNAA, Mussoorie during the 83™ Foundation Course.
This year’s theme ‘Promoting Principles of Non-violence for Conflict
Resolution’ is apt and appropriate in the present times, when Mahatma
Gandhi’s non-violent methods need to be re-invented.

We are constantly being astonished these days at the amazing
discoveries in the field of violence. But | maintain that far more
undreamt of and seemingly impossible discoveries will be made in
the field of non-violence. — Mahatma Gandhi

The authors have written eloquently on this topic by citing examples from
around the world. We are grateful to the bright and young officers for
finding time out of their busy schedule to write on this important topic. |
am optimistic that these essays will help in raising awareness on
employing non-violent methods in conflict resolution in India as well in
other parts of the world.

The views expressed in these essays are those of the contributors alone

and do not necessarily reflect those of the Foundation. However, any
editorial mistake is subject to correction by NFCH.
jﬂmj—“iﬂlﬂ

Secretary
NFCH
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Principles of non-violence can be calming balm
RUBY JASPREET

The conflict in the society are as old as the soceity itself. In any society or
nation-state, the resolutions of conflict, and restoration of normalcy is a cyclic
process, which can be controlled by inculcating the values of coexistence and

syncretism among the citizens. Where a society is rooted in principles of non-

violence, resolving conflict at its incipient stage and controlling it in its escal ated

state becomes easier.

No conflict can be everlasting, absolutely unavoidable or a total waste. In
the dynamic society we live in today, conflict can prove fruitful by bringing
about a positive socia change. However, the psychological and socia turmoil
that it induces, can instigate a person or society into resorting to violence,
defeating thereby any kind of purpose that conflict may serve. It isin this context
that principles of non-violence gain significance.

‘Non-violence’ as an ideology and as a practice is not a new concept. it is

as old as the tenets of Buddhism and as new as the latest UN initiatives. It is as

widespread as the underlying force against racism and as personal as individual

choice. Societal or individual, principles of non-violence are a potent force for
resolving conflict aswell asfor better directing social change.

The varying conflict situations in which non-violence has been used as a
force or a tool temporally and spatialy have broadened the scope of its
principles. While basic principle of non-violence would be not resorting to
violence in a conflict situation, it has been interpreted varyingly to mean much
more. Martin Luther King during the civil rights movement in USA said that,
“Non-violence means avoiding not only external physical violence but also
internal violence of spirit. You not only refuse to shoot a man, but refuse to hate
him.” The principles thereby included not just tolerance but mutual love as well.

When Gandhi rooted non-violence ‘stays’ truth become its principle. When Jesus
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said ‘love thine enemy’, mutual harmony also became a principle of non-

violence. Whatever the interpretation, these principles go on to build a society

where conflict doesn’t turn into violence but is more peacefully channelized into

better shaping the society.

History provides us with a lot of examples where principles of non-
violence not just resolve conflict but also channelize it into positive and varying
notions. The use of these principles is ending apartheid in South Africa and
racism in USA, ended the conflict plaguing the society and also introduced idea
of equality and mutual coexistence. When Mahatma Gandhi propagated and

practiced non-violence he not only ended an imperia intrusion, but from this

conflict situation emerged principles that an independent India inherited.

Principles of non-violence then ended conflict, restored stability and went beyond
to induce self-respect and self-confidence in a troubled nation that India was
Non-violence is not just pacifism regjecting just the use of violence but is an
ideology and a tool presupposing the end of conflict and bringing about social
change.

While principles of non-violence may also be individually practiced, they
have more significantly been used as a tool and a counterforce in ending conflict

in society. The popularity and widespread acceptability of these principles make

non-violence a potent tool providing moral legitimacy to the grieving party and

weakening the accused. So when the Dala Lama fights against Chinese hold

over Tibet, he not just attempts at ending conflict but becomes a more loved and
respected person than awhole institution.

Also, Dalai Lama not just gains respect but popul arises peace and harmony

as better alternatives to killing and plundering in conflict situations around the

world. Principles of non-violence thus go beyond just resolving conflict to better
channelizing it into introducing more effective institutional mechanisms or socio-

political alternatives.
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These principles may be religious ethical or just pragmatic. They may be
forced by law or may be naturally imbibed in a society. They may be an educated

individual’s choice or a socially shared value system. Whatever their

interpretation or scope, they are a potent force that can prevent a conflict from

shifting its focus from instigating violence to finding solutions. Where principles

of non-violence are the norm in a society, conflict can be better targeted and
more effectively resolved. Where a society is rooted in principles of mutual love,
peace and tolerance, latent conflict is positively resolved before manifesting as
violence.

Extremely significant though these principles of non-violence are, no
society can be called completely free from violence. It is because of this that
promotion of these principles becomes important. This promotion can be done
directly or indirectly, by the government or the civil society, in normal timesor in
crisis.

In normal times, concentrated effort can be made by the government to
spread the message of non-violence. This can be done through advertisements,
hoardings and more significantly through its education policies. So when our

NCERT books shed light upon Gandhi’s policy of non-violence and how it shook

an established imperia  set-up, the government incorporates it into the
socialization of the child. Similarly, when leaders like Aung San Suu Kyi

incorporate the ideology of non-violence into their struggle, peaceful resolution

of conflict becomes a popular norm worldwide.

Media has and can further play a more significant role in promoting
principles of non-violence. Be it a historical movie or a group discussion, an
editorial or aradio-show, both print and electronic media can promote principles

of peace and mutual harmony. So when NDTV debates about naxalism, an

intellectual thought provocation is done regarding the need for non-violence in

resolving conflict situations. Media, by spreading awareness on social

Promoting Principles of Non-violence for Conflict Resolution 3



movements around the world that have successfully incorporated non-violence,
promotes such principles consciously or unconsciously.

So when a child in India learns about the success of non-violence in the
violent revolution of Ukraine or the Civil Rights movement in USA, he is more
likely to resolve his conflicts with non-violence when he grows up and when

history books teach him to hate Hitler and love Gandhi, non-violence as an

ideology gets more deeply rooted.

There have been attempts, in this globalised world, to mutually promote
principles of non-violence as solution to conflict. The UN decision to celebrate
2" October every year as International Day for Non-Violence is a step in this

direction. Such initiatives not only am at promoting principles of non-violence

successfully but also institutionalise these principles in to socio-cultural set-up,

so that conflict gets resolved in its latent stage itself.

This institutionalisation of principles of non-violence into a social set-up
and their internalisation as part of the socialization process plays a far-reaching
role in resolving conflict. A society rooted in non-violence, when faced with

conflict would not immediately resort to violent means. Just means are more

likely to reach just ends and thus conflict can be more responsibly and peacefully

handled. It is because an independent India inherited these principles that it

enjoys a reputation in global scenario of a responsible and peace-loving nation. It

is a direct consequence of this that it wins an IAEA exemption and a possibility
of a UNSC seat when disturbed nations like Pakistan and North Korea do not.
Also, principles of non-violence can very effectively resolve conflict even
in its escalated violent stage. Thisis because the principles of peace, stability and
mutual love derive their potence from the legitimacy that they enjoy. It is natural

human instinct to appreciate values of peace over violence, thereby associating

with these principles a strong moral authority.

Fidel Castro in his biography ‘My Life” argues that by resorting to violent

means, any revolting group loses its legitimacy even amongst those it is fighting
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for. So, non-violence forms a strong counter-ideoloqy against any form of violent

conflict, be it terrorism or coercive suppression of masses. This is precisely why

Myanmar, in spite of the pathological situation it is facing, has the world’s
sympathies with the monks and anguish against the ruling junta. Simple though it
may see, non-violence is a potent counter-ideology to any kind of violent
conflict.

The third manner in which promoting principles of non-violence can

resolve conflict is by presenting its focus from shifting from finding solution

towards instigating violence. Conflict in any society may arise out of genuine

reasons. Naxalism may have relative socio-economic and political deprivation as
a genuine causal factor. But promoting and popularising the significance of non-
violence can help concentrate on finding solutions to the very cause behind
conflict. a peace-loving society would not deviate its efforts towards violent
means but would remain focussed on resolving conflict as to better direct socia
change.

When Mahatma Gandhi used ‘non-violence’ as a tool, he did much more
than just ending foreign rule. Not resorting to violence helped a whole lot of
people focus on better management of the conflict situation and thus arose ideas
of parliamentary democracy, local governance, socia upliftment, etc. Non-

violence, thus, is the soothing factor that resolves conflict to evolve more

effective socio-political mechanisms and more efficient institutional alternatives.

So the civil rights movement in USA saw legal measures as solutions and not
coercive action making thus a long-lasting impact.

Non-violence as an ideology, however, has had some criticism as well,
which deters the promotion of its principles and peaceful resolution of conflict.
Many social movements have resorted to violence either in the beginning or after
peaceful means have failed. Practicing non-violence, especially in a conflict

situation, has been seen as ineffective and slow. Amongst its many critiques are

George Orwell and Subhas Chandra Bose who arqued that non-violence was in
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keeping with the expectations that a suppressing party would have from the
grieving.
However, what matters is that solutions that come out of peacefully

resolved conflict are long-lasting while violent conflict are seen to have brought
no solution at all. Beit the violence in Israel or the terrorist activities in Pakistan,
coercive conflicts are endlessly stretched for they take away the focus from
solution finding. So this defeats the argument that non-violent movements are
slow or ineffective.

Also, these principles have been criticized as being ‘Politics of the
Ordinary people’. But saying this in a derogatory manner is to forget that all
socia and political movements are actually run by the ordinary masses. So when
Martin Luther King said, “we will wear you down by our capacity to suffer”, he
was showing faith in the resilience and strength that a struggling set of people can
show. When Aruna Roy led awhole lot of so-called ordinary people to peacefully
fight corruption, result was along-lasting and tremendously impactful legislation.
Promoting principles of non-violence can thus establish a rea potent force
against any kind of conflict, latent or manifest.

Non-violence gets wrongly criticized when it is confused with in-action.
Principles of non-violence do not imply suffering silently a conflict situation but
emphasi ze upon dealing with it positively and pro-actively. This includes what in
modern day language has come to be known as Gandhigiri. Promoting principles
of non-violence thus also cals for promoting peaceful means and their
acceptance, like petitions, writs, PIL’s, speeches, civil disobedience, non-
cooperation, etc. Modern day tools like PIL’s are as it is a significant non-violent
measure in resolving discontent.

Non-violence has its roots in al space and time. It transcends these
boundaries as well when imbibed as part of mythologies, epics or religions.
While terrorism may be wrongly accused of having religious undertones, the

Quran itself stresses on non-violence and forgiveness of sin; Buddhism talks
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about love for al living beings while Christianity talks of loving one’s enemies.
It is not just an ideology but a strong force that has shown the potential to change
power equations and spread mutual harmony.

The significance of non-violence is well internalized into the ethical side of
the human personality and a further promotion of its principles can establish it in
practice as well. The principles of non-violence and consequently of love,
tolerance and sensitivity are implicitly a part of various social movements as well
asindividual behaviour. Be it vegetarianism or resistance against development of
nuclear power, non-violence is both individually and socially imbibed. It may be
a religious compulsion, an ethical obligation or a pragmatic decision, but
resolving conflict with non-violence is one of the most effective conflict
resolving mechanisms that mankind has evolved.

Promoting principles of non-violence through organized intentional
mechanisms or through unconscious indirect means can help target conflict much
before it escaates into violence. Natural as its occurrence is, conflict can prove
fruitful only if its causal grievances are positively dealt with. In a dynamic
society, conflict is intricately and inevitably linked with social change and this
change can be well deliberated and effectively directed only if non-violence isthe
social norm.

An absolutely peaceful society may be as utopian an idea as Marxian
communism, but promoting principles of non-violence can go a long way in
peaceful resolution of conflict. Their promation is not just a practical strategy but
a potent ideological force hitting conflict at its roots without leaving scope for its
non-fruitful diversion into violence. Promotion of these principles is significant
thus, so that conflict resolution may lead to better aternatives, more effective
ingtitutions and a positive social change and not chaos, disorder, deaths and
violence.

So, when egos flare up or sentiments are hurt, when the id takes over the

super-ego or when tensions take shape of violence, principles of non-violence can
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be a caming balm that prevent tensions taking an ugly form. Promoting these
principles would go beyond just resolving conflict. When incorporated into the
socio-cultura mileau and having become a personality trait world wide, these
would result in a more peaceful, intelligent and a harmonious global society.
They would lead to a society where individuals would practice themin their daily
living, where road rage or mob behaviour would be minimized and where social
dynamics would be positively guided. Conflict, be it because of clash of
ideologies or of interests, would be mutually resolved to bring desired results.
Such a socia set up may seem a utopian dream, but promoting principles of non-
violence would minimize violent manifestation of conflict, establishing thus

stability and coexistence in a peace-loving society.

Promoting Principles of Non-violence for Conflict Resolution 8



The non-violence techniqueis superior and most acceptable

TARUN KUMAR PITHODE

Since time-immemoria the world has been facing conflicts of varied
nature and proportions. Every civilization, society and nation has seen them at
one or other point of time. Nevertheless, humanity has survived. In the
contemporary world we are witnessing various conflicts around us. Non-violence
has proved to be the most potent weapon to resolve them. Though, violence has
been resorted on many occasions, it only leads to more violence. Violence is thus,
abhorred by al and there is an urgent need to promote the principles of Non-
violence.

Conflict is actual or perceived disagreement over some issue. It has the
potential to assume bigger proportions. Conflict could be social, religious,
regional, national or international. Conflicts could be resolved in many ways.
Violence is the most easy way to solve the conflict. However, Gandhiji remarked
— “an eye for an eye will only make the whole world blind.”

These words of wisdom explain the increasing proportion of loss of life,
and property resulting from mindless violence in the world today. For instance,
the PALESTINE-ISRAEL conflict has produced only blood, despair, death,
helplessness and above all infinite hatred among the people. If we see and
anayse any big or small regional conflict. We realize that violence has given us
nothing but loss and guilt. May it be Sri Lankavs. LTTE, America vs. Taliban,
Indiavs. Pakistan and so on, the only loosers are people and people only.

People have become fed-up with the violence around them everyday; lives
are being lost on account of bomb-explosion, terrorist attack, or violence
resulting from some conflict. There are conflicts with the potential to annihilate’
the whole world. The Russian-American arms race, North Korea-South Korea

confrontation and nuclear assertion of both North-Koreas and Iran is the result of
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violence and arrogant resolution of these conflicts. These al conflicts could be
resoloved peacefully through the principles of non-violence.

Non-violence is not a new term, it has already been used many times to
resolve conflicts the most famous and successful examples are the movement led
by Gandhiji in both South Africa and India, Martin Luther king Jr. in USA and
Nelson Mandel in South Africa. Non-violence has the potential to solve al kind
of conflicts peacefully. May it be racial, casteist, class-oriented, regional, national
or religious. As Martin Luther king Jr. once said, “At the centre of non-violence
is the principle of love.” Non-violence, thus, not only resolves the conflict, but,
produce love. It isthus, definitely superior to violence.

The world today has lost the message of non-violence enunciated by great
people and as a result we witnhess mindless violence with a fear creeping in our
mind and paralysing us al the time, there is an urgent need to promote the
principle of non-violence to stop ourselves treading the path of self-destruction.

Over periods of time with various movements (Indian Freedom struggle,
Civil Rights movement in USA etc.), certain principles of Non-violence have
emerged. These include peaceful resistance, spirituality, principle of love, worth
of human being, compassion towards al, even adversary.

Specific Gandhian principle include Ahimsa, Truthfulness, Absorbing
suffering, Respecting others, Understanding reasons of conflict, appreciating
differences and compassion for all. According to him, “The only devils in the
world are those running around in our own hearts that is where the battle should
be fought,” His version involved the battle within first and foremost. His method
showed remarkable results both in South Africa and India. The most important
struggles were Champaran and Kheda-Satyagraha, Non-cooperation movement,
Salt-Satyagraha, and Quit India movement. Through his principle of Non-
violence he could fight successfully against untouchability. He showed to the
world that conflicts could be resolved peacefully through non-violent means.

Eventually, British had to abandon their pursuit of colonalisation.
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The non-violent technique was superior and most acceptable. It continues
to be so today. This is a reason why we still enjoy good relations with England
even after centuries of subjugation.

The Martin Luther King Jr’s principle of non-violence were similar to that
of Gandhiji and included defeat injustice, not people, suffering for a cause, win
friendship and understanding an so on. These principles were aso shared by
Nelson Mandela in his non-violent and peaceful struggle in South Africa against
Apartheid.

The glory of non-violence struggle is evident in the quest for democracy in
Myanmar led by Aung San Suu Kyi has become the living legend and example of
non-violence and suffering. Even after so many years of seclusion and
confinement she has not lost her faith in non-violence and is continuing her
struggle.

The promotion of principles of non-violence requires some pre-cursor. The
most important pre-requisite is TOLERANCE and regection of hatred. As
Gandhiji said “Hate the evil not the evil doer.” Tolerance is the virtue of most
powerful, it is strength not weakness. Without tolerance, there can not be
promotion of non-violence. We must remember that as a result of absence of
tolerance and ability to suffer, Gandhiji had to suspend Non-Cooperation
Movement in 1922 due to the incident of Chouri-Chaura.

Forgiveness is another important pre-requisite of non-violence.
Forgiveness with tolerance evokes the love and compassion of even the most
cruel. This was the reason that their was fear and inaction on the part of British
towards Gandhiji and his followers. With all their power, might, arms and
ammunition, they could not do anything or any harm to Gandhiji apart from
jailing him. On the other side so many freedom fighters had to lay their life, who
chose violence as a means for freedom.

Non-violence requires reconciliation not defeat. It also involve the capacity

and willingness to absorb and accept suffering and never to inflict it. Love and
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compassion are few other important ingredients of non-violence. One should
continue to love his adversary in all circumstances. Love and compassion was the
reason for Angulimal [the heinous bandit who used to kill people for their
fingers] to leave violence under the influence of Lord Buddha

The promotion of the principle of non-violence demands strong emphasis
on the role of both agents and agencies of socialization. Agents are the leaders of
non-violent struggle who have set examples before the world. These agents act as
role models for others to follow. The success stories of non-violent struggle also
act as the agents of change. Moreover, the school teacher, parents and other role
models for the masses, make the best agents to promote the principles of non-
violence.

The agencies to promote principle of non-violence include school, family,
society, work place and media. Family is the place where the initia training of a
child starts. Thus, families should be motivated to display strong-values of non-
violence. Non-violence should be a part of child rearing practices. The family
environment and the members of family serve as role models for children to
emulate. Thus, it forms perfect initial setting to expose the children to the
principles of non-violence. It should be told to parents to avoid physical
punishment and violence in dealing with children.

School is the first formal agency to mould the covert and overt behavior of
a child. It is here that a child comes under the influence of many agencies an
agent under one umbrella. Thus, it becomes one of the most important agencies
to promote the principles of non-violence. The stories of freedom struggle with
non-violent means should form the integral part of curriculum there should be
plays and dramas, being performed to highlight the importance of non-violence
for resolving all kinds of conflict. The students who resolve conflicts through
non-violent means should be rewarded and their success stories should be told

and published in school magzines. It would help in establishing a non-violent
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society. School teacher should act as exemplary leaders and messengers of the
principles of non-violence.

The principles of non-violence should be an integral part of all
organi zation work-culture and rewarding system. Those people who use principle
of non-violence to resolve conflicts should be rewarded and their stories should
be publicised by the organization through the means of weekly newsletters,
magzines and patrikas. This method should be extended to the whole society to
establish a structure of reward and punishments such that the values of non-
violence to resolve conflicts are incul cated.

Media of al types has one of the most important role in promotion and
establishing the principle of non-violence in conflict resolution. Media
propagates the message and values directly. It creates big impact among people.
With the availability of audio-visual, audio media with print media, the
importance of media has grown many-fold. Moreover, media assists indirectly
also by publishing and displaying the stories of success of non-violent movement
and about the life of leaders. For instance, Nelson Mandela’s struggle against
Apartheid in South Africa and Aung San Suu Kyi struggle for democracy in
Myanmar.

Smaller conflicts like caste conflicts in India could aso be resolved
through non-violence. It has already been done so many times already. Such
stories should reach to the people.

Non-violent act produces sympathy, love and a feeling of guilt in the heart
of the person in question (perpetrator of violence or tyrants). This helps in
softening on his part resulting in help to resolve conflict. For instance, the news
on story of Rosa Park’s (USA, American Civil Rights Activist) refusal to obey
bus driver’s order to make room for white passenger became an inspiration for
American Civil Right movement.

While promoting principles of non-violence it must be emphasized that the

success through them does not follow some short path. It involves long drawn
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process with heavy demand on time and other resources. However, the solutions
obtained through non-violence are long lasting, does not create reaction and are
acceptable. They are unlike violence which creates animosity and ground for
further endless conflict.

Non-violence resolves the conflict in an integrated manner. It helps in
taking the best route to resolve conflict. It provides the way for discussion,
negotiation, compromise and integration of the final goal. For instance, Gandhiji
took his route to resolve communalism, and untouchability. His words are
immortal, “If man reaches the heart of his religion he has reached the heart of
others too.” These words provide the way for understanding of others and an
integrative solution of the conflict. Non-violence teaches us that no religion
deserves greater respect than other, thus, grounding the seed of unity, fraternity
and tolerance.

The violent resolutions of conflict have produced further conflicts. Thus
conflict over issues have become the conflict of identity. For instance, conflictsin
Irag, Iran, Afghanistan, North Korea and elsewhere, the fight to safeguard world
peace has become a conflict between superpower USA and one weak adversary
with unending frontiers. In light of this fact, principles of non-violence provide
some hope of reconciliation and lasting world peace. Then promotion of such
principles should assume the importance and should draw attention of all nation
state, societies, communities, religions for the benefit of humanity. The principles
of non-violence should form the syllabus of al schools and management
institutes.

We had enough of violence and bloodshed. Now we must make the way
for world peace through the principles of non-violence and role of national and
international organizations is vital in this regard. United Nations Organization
should coordinate and inspire the nations to evolve the universaly acceptable

principle of non-violence for conflict resolution.
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The time has come to make a choice between principles of non-violence to
resolve conflict and weapons of mass destruction. This choice should be
collective choice of humanity and not of few elites. As this would determine the
survival of the most intelligent species.

“The aftermath of violence is tragic bitterness, while the
aftermath of non-violence is the beloved community.”
- Martin Luther King Jr.
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Mahatma Gandhi’s methods are the best methods for conflict resolution
VINOD KUMAR D.K.

Needs and desires of people are the driving principles of life. When ones
desire is contrary to another man, there begins difference of opinion when they
try to ascertain their opinion with physical strength it leads to conflict. Conflicts
have innately remained stumbling stones in the path of development, whether of
a nation or that of an individual. In the complexities of modern world where
peace is given the prime importance at least by the major institutions who have a
broader view on the future of world, the concept of conflict resolution or that of
resolving violence has an immense role to play.

While we continue to look for more complex ways to dissect and
understand the complexities of violent behaviour. We are moving farther away
from arriving at a solution. If we are going to bring peace to the people of this
nation and world, we must first examine how violence has been misunderstood
and misrepresented as the means to an honorable end. The process of resolving
conflict and dealing with violence is not for persona gain, getting even, or
getting by, it is for people who are honestly working on a solution to a problem
and the establishment of democracy.

Violence is the intentional use of physical force or power, threatened or
actual against oneself, another person, or against a group or community, that
either results in-or has a high likelihood of resulting in injury, death,
psychological harm, maldevelopment, or deprivation, as per the definition of
“World Health Organisation”.

Three categories of violence can be identified:

1 Self inflicted Violence: it refers to intentional and harmful behaviours
directed at oneself, for which suicide represents the fatal outcome.
Other types include attempts to commit suicide and behaviours where
theintent is self destructive, but not lethal.
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2. Inter Personal Violence: it is violent behaviour between individuals and
can best be classified by the victim-offender relationship, either among
acquaintances or among persons who are not acquainted. Interpersonal
violence may also be specified according to the age or sex of the victim.
Violence against women is an important example and is occurring
worldwide, often un recognized. Such violence may occur in the family
or within the general community, and may be perpetrated or condoned
by the state. Other types of interpersonal violence include child abuse,
bullying, harassment and criminally linked violence such as assault and
homicide.

3. Organised Violence: it is violent behaviour of social or political groups
motivated by specific political, economic or socia objectives. Armed
conflict and war may be considered the most highly organized types of
violence. Others examples include racial or religions conflicts occurring
among group and gang or mob violence.

For conflict resolution we can resort to an antonym of violence that is non
violence. Non-violenceis away of life. It is a'so a means to make social, political
and economic change. Exploring non-violence begins with looking at power.
Many people define power as the opportunity to control other people or
resources. In this definition, power is assumed to be based on violence: to gain
more power over people or resources means using more violence. Non-violence
offers another definition of power. Non-violence seek to empower communities
and individuals. It works to help people find power, not power over others. The
core values of non-violence are respect for life, and the pursuit of justice and
dignity for all humanity which reflect key values from the world’s main spiritual
traditions.

Non-violence, according to advocates is neither merely a negation of
violence, nor a call for passivism. Proponents of non-violence do not deny that

conflict among human beingsisinevitable, and they do not support submission to

Promoting Principles of Non-violence for Conflict Resolution 17



persecution, obedience to unjust authorities or acceptance of conditions in which
their own or others human rights are violated. To those who argue that violenceis
a natural human response to feelings of threat or fear, or that humans are
naturally capable of doing evil, they respond that human beings have just as
naturally a unique capacity for reason and a propensity to do good. Thus,
violence and non-violence are but two opposing ways of responding to conflict,
and humans may choose to practice one or the other. Whether the goal is as basic
as self preservation or as lofty as peace on earth, advocates for non-violence
maintain that the principles and methods of non-violence are more effective in
both the short and long run that the course and consequences of violence.

A fundamental principle of non-violence is that human rights must not be
compromised to achieve any end, and that all forms of violence, whether self
inflicted, among individuals or among states, do violate human rights. For
example, violent action contravenes rights granted in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, including:

X/

% Theright to life, liberty and security of person;

s Theright not to be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment;

s Theright to equal protection by the law;

% The right to the protection by the law against attacks upon one’s

honors an reputation;

X/

% Theright to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; and
s  Theright to freedom of opinion and expression;

Similarly, in the Declaration on elimination of violence against women,
which defines violence against women as any act of gender based violence that
results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or psychologica harm or
suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary
deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or private life, signatories

affirm that:
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% Violence against women constitutes a violation of the rights and
fundamental freedoms of women.

Finaly, violence is described as being incompatible with children’s rights
in the convention on the Rights of the child, in which signatories commit to:

¢ Protect the child from all forms of physical or mental violence, injury or
abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, maltreatment or exploitation,
including sexual abuse; and to provided education directed to:

+» The development of respect for human rights and fundamental freedom;
and

+ The preparation of the child for responsible life in a free society, in the
spirit of understanding, peace, tolerance, gender equality, and friendship
among al people, ethnic, national and religious groups and persons of
indigenous origin.

Violence as a means for resolving conflict must therefore be rejected, and
other ways of handling disputes, ways that uphold the rights of all parties, must
be found. Thisis the imperative to which non-violence responds. As described in
UNESCO’S publication entitled “Non-violence and education”, non-violent
action is consistent with principles such as:

+ Humanity, diversity, equality, respect, tolerance, solidarity and harmony.
+» Rationality, morality, responsibility and universality.
¢ Freedom, justice, rule of law, cooperation and democracy.

The methods of non-violence can be described as falling generally into two

broad categories:
+» Those that encourage the development among individuals and in societies
of understanding, attitudes and skills that help to reduce the incidence of

conflict; and
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«+ Specific practices for the peaceful resolution of disputes, for example, non-
violent resistance, political/civil action, negotiation, reconciliation and
mediation.

Bringing the principles and methods of non-violence together in a working
definition for the term, UNESCO has defined non-violence as “a holistic theory
and practice that reects aggression and violence in order to achieve goals or

resolve conflicts in a constructive way”.

Six Principles of Non-violence

The six principles of non-violence were derived from “Pilgrimage to Non-
violence” in Dr. Martin Luther King’s book “Stride towards Freedom”. The
principles of non-violence can be listed out as;

e Principle one: Non-violence is away of life for courageous people.

¢ Principle two: Non-violence seeks to win friendship and understanding.

e Principle three: Non-violence seek to defeat injustice not people.

e Principle four: Non-violence holds that suffering can educate and
transform.

¢ Principle five: Non-violence chooses love instead of hate.

e Principle six: Non-violence believes that the universeis on the side of
justice.

These principles are effective in solving all kinds of conflict. But it is
necessary to obtain information about details before going into solving a conflict.
To ensure the effective use of non-violence principles in conflict resolution eight
steps are to be followed:

Step one: Observation
An assessment of the problem must be done to confirm that the problem

truly exists and is aviolation.
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Step two: investigation

Examine the demographics, statistics and history of who is experiencing
the problem.

Step three: Purification

The moative for solving the problem must be genuine and not the result of
profit or personal gain.

Step four: Recommendation

Present a clear and workable alternative to solving the problem.
Step five: Education

Show how the conflict occurred and how each person’s role attributed to
the problem.

Step six: Demonstration

Exhibit facts that a violation has occurred and presently exists.
Step seven: Confrontation

Utilizing of direct action designed to resolve the conflict non-violently
Step eight: forgive the actions of all involved and agree to work collectively until
the problem is solved.

The greatest example of how powerful the principles of non-violence is the
way India got its independce because of a great man of vision and courage.
Mahatma Gandhi the father of our nation was one of the greatest proponent of
non-violence. His methods of showing non co-operation to British government
through non-violent methods were new to the world then. Gandhiji put forward
his philosophy with great eloguence, when he stated non-violence to be the “First
article of his faith and the last article of his creed.” Non-violence had aways
been the founding principles of Gandhian spirituality, and bedrock of his political
philosophy.

Gandhi entered the political scenario soon after the ascendency of the
extremists in the history of India’s freedom struggle. Armed revolution was

believed to be the only legitimate way to snatch political power from and
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oppressive regime. Gandhiji’s system of Satyagraha on the basis of non-violence
and non-cooperation was largely unheard of, and generally distrusted. His
Satyagraha was faith based not on arms and antagonism, but on extreme moral
courage that drew its strength from innate truth and honesty. He applied his
systems with success in South Africa and was convinced of its power Gandhiji
introduced his non-violence modes with great success in the non-cooperation
movement. It was anew erain the history of Indian freedom struggle.

The world saw the power of non-violence through the acts of our father of
nation. His principles were upheld and propagated widely for effective resolution
of conflicts. It is the best method which can be used in conflict resolution
whatever be the nature and place of conflict. It has been proved by great
personalities of world like Nelson Mandela, Aung San Suu Kyi, Mother Teresa.
The temporary nature of violent methods for conflict resolution can be pointed
out best with the example of Hitler. We can conclude with the great word of the
father of our nation “I believe that non-violence is infinitely superior to violence,

forgivenessis more manly than punishment.”
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Need to institutionalize conflict — resolution mechanisms

AYESHA RANI

India, the largest democracy of the world, is still evolving as a nation state.
Like rest of the world, India do hasits own frictions and resistances in its process
of evolution. Given that conflicts are unavoidable and inseparable in any state of
affairs, the means of resolutions are quite significant. Since the Indian
civilization and culture are deeply rooted in the ethos of Truth' and 'Ahimsal, the
non-violent methods have a special niche in the conflict resolution mechanism.

Indiais aland of unity in diversity. It is a unique nation across the globe;
as good as a continent with a multitude of languages, traditions, lifestyles etc.
Further the religious beliefs of the people differ from each other varying from
Hinduism, Buddhism etc to Islam and Christianity that it imbibed from other
cultures. The regional imbalance in terms of growth and development also adds
to the differences among the people. These differences among the people at
times causes centrifugal forces in the political system creating conflicts. The
global issue of terrorism also has its own repercussions in the society further
accentuating the conflicts. Thus these issues in turn act in a different manner
negating the process of national integration.
Various forces against national integration since independence

There are various forces that tend to disintegrate the country since
independence. The clamour for separate existence by states were successfully
guelled by the political |eadership; however there are certain problems still haunt
our society such as communal riots, insurgency, naxalism, cross border terrorism,
regional and region specific issues, river water disputes etc are to name a few.

India which was formed in the dark shades of partition and communal
issues, still bear the brunt of such tensions. The Ayodhya - Babri Masjid issues,
the Mumbai riots, the tensions in Gujarat, the attacks on Christians in Kandhamal

in the recent past are major blows apart from the minor issues happening across
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the country.

Apart from the communal issues, the regional issues involving the attacks
on north Indians in Mumbai and at other parts of Maharastra, Assam etc are very
much against the democratic ideals of the country. The regional imbalances
among states and regions in terms of economic development are also matter of
concern for a proper integration. Some states like Gujarat,Tamil Nadu etc are
better off than the so called BIMARU states (Uttar pradesh, Bihar, Orissa etc).
Further the regional backwardness within the states raises the mercury level of
the political platform for the creation of newer states. The Telengana, Vidarbha,
Saurashtra issues are debated quite often whether as to create them or not.
Already states were divided on these lines, which are giving only mixed results.
Hence that can't be a one-stop solution for the issues involved.

Further the river water disputes have become a maor law and order
problem for the states despite India being a nation blessed with alarge number of
rivers. The inter state river water distribution as in the case of River Cauvery had
created a large number of issues among the states involved where the issue was
taken up parochially and the innocent people were attacked.

Naxalism has become another major issue especially in the maintenance of
the internal security of the country. The so called Red Corridor, extending from
the north and north east to the southern parts of the country, is a matter of major
concern and the integration of these areas to the mainstream of the country is
quite often disrupted. The cross border terrorism and insurgency in the states of
Jammu and Kashmir, North Eastern states are much against the existence of the
country as a united nation.

Conventional methods of conflict resolution

The conventional methods resorted for resolving the conflicts include
policing and enforcing the military to contain the situations. Many a times, the
parties involved in these conflicts take laws of the land on their hand and act

upon the opponent by violent means. When the state intervenes to solve the
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problems, it too deals the situation with violent means. The police resorts to
“Lathi Charging” and firing; the army also employs similar methods and thus
ending up taking the lives of the people.

The issues of terrorism, naxalism etc are dealt with equal or a bigger
amount of physical force. Instead of producing the desired results, it can only
accentuate the troubles. These measures can give a temporary respite helping to
control the law and order situation for a satisfactory period. The conflicts are not
resolved from its roots and these measures won't leave any chance for
understanding the fundamental issues involved in the conflict. This results in the
recurrence of the conflicts.

The understanding of issues are quite time consuming and are not
considered as lucrative given the political atmosphere of the country. The general
public is aso not involved as there are few opportunities for participation of the
people in these means of resolution. Hence they are not quite conducive for the
democratic ideals of the country as they are not participatory in the process of
resolution. It is in this context that non-violent principles find its importance in
conflict resolution.

Significance of non-violent principles in conflict resol ution

The non-violent methods are not new for the people of the country. India
Is a country deeply rooted in the values of ‘Satya and Ahimsa (truth and non
violence). The great religions preached these principles .The great religions like
Buddhism and Jainism propagated these ideas across the globe. Non-violence
has been the creed of the people and the people of this country demonstrated it
during the freedom struggle under the eminent leadership of Mahatma Gandhi.
He taught the masses to employ non-violent means to free itself from
the oppressive colonia rulers.

The mighty British forces were fought with the mightier swords of truth
and ahimsa. Rather than resorting to any terrorist or forceful means, the British

were made to quit the country by thisway. This fact infact reinforces the concern
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to resolve conflicts through non-violent measures. However these practices have
almost vanished from the political arena. India should thus set standards for the
rest of the world for finding means of non-violent measures in conflict
resolution.

The promotion of principles of non-violence involves various techniques.
The comprehensive understanding of the issues involved in the conflict is quite
pertinent. It differs from the methods of suppressing the problems through
policing or other means that the non violent methods resolve issues entirely
without causing any damage to life, limb and property. The recurrence of the
conflicts will be minimal asit goes to resolve them from roots.

Resolution through dial ogues

One of the best methods engaged can be resolving through dialogues and
consensus. It gives enough opportunity for both the parties to represent their
views and grievances. The dialogues shall be conducted with an impartial
mediator acceptable for both sides. The mediator should not have any vested
interests in the issues involved and can be any eminent personality from the
public life.

The state has a very important role to play in this context. The dialogue
process shall be initiated at the behest of the concerned government authority. It
IS suggested that it should go away from the conventiona structures and
methodologies and may try to institutionalize the whole process of conflict
resolution. It can set up Conflict Resolution Cells as part of the government
machinery. The ingtitutionalization of these kinds of departments would
definitely give credibility in the ability to resolve conflicts. Further so far there
are various agencies are being involved and the coordination issues among them
at times undermine its ability to find solutions. These cells will be focussing only
on issues of conflicts that try to negate the national integration.

Conflict Resolution Cells (CRC)
The institutionalization involves setting up of offices at state head quarters
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and at the districts adjoining the collectorates. The central government shall have
a nodal offices so as to coordinate the activities of the state governments. The
government shall layout rules and regulations for these bodies through proper
legislations. These cells shall be entrusted with the process of conflict resolution
and amost al the issues shall be routed through these bodies.

The conflicts involved are of various nature that they cannot provide a one
stop solution for the problems. It shall essentialy initiate the dialogue process
between both the parties involving a well-accepted mediator for the dialogue
process. One of the major advantages of this mechanism is that as soon as the
conflict breaks out, both sides shall be brought to a common table guaranteeing
that they should maintain peace while proceeding with the dialogue process. The
law and order situation can be kept under control with out much resistance
through out these time frames.

If one of the parties involved is the state; as at times the issues are against
the government; a senior officer from the concerned department shall be
represented at the CRC. The office and the establishments can be in the lines of
information officers of the departments after the implementation of the RTI Act.
It will try to dispel confusions and clarify the process; further the officer will
become quite conversant in the dialogue process.

Since the conflicts are of various natures such as social, economic,
political; various specialized units are to be created within each CRC. If it
involves a multidisciplinary approach; all the concerned units should cooperate
and coordinate for finding ways to resolve it.

The organizational set up can be in the similar lines of other departments
in the states and districts. The staff can be drawn from the state services on
deputation with the district collector as the overall coordinator. However the
specialized units like social, political, economic shall be manned by persons with

specialization in the similar arena with out any political linkages.
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Fig: Structure of the Conflict Resolution Cells
The District Collector shall initiate the process of inviting both the parties
for dialogue with the assistance of a mediator. Once the process is initiated, on
analyzing the issues involved it shal be further referred to the special units.
These cells should be linked with the Panchayati Raj Institutions and the elected

members shall join the cell as ex-officio members.

The issues involving economic or other resources shall be linked with the
district planning and shal be included in the state plan. The other issues
including social and political aspects shall also be resolved amicably through
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dialogues.

The CRC can involve itself with the conflicts by analyzing the underlying
Issues in each and every conflicts. On the analysis of various issues mentioned
earlier such as communa tensions, naxalism, water disputes etc; it can be
understood that the undercurrent of all these issues are mainly of social, political,
economic in nature. There lies the solution of the problems as they are to dealt in
their respective lines. For example the communal riots are of socio politica in
nature where as naxalism roots from economic issues

Thus the dialogue process shall be invariably on finding out the roots of
these issues and to identify the causes of the conflicts. The communal riots are
quite recurrent in our country and the conflict can be identified as a socio
political problem. On breaking out of such an unfortunate incident, the district
office shall immediately get in touch with the leaders of the concerned religion.
They shall be invited for a dialogue in the presence of a mediator. They should
engage in finding out the circumstances involved in eruption of violence.

This process gives participation of the concerned parties and on the
mediation of an independent person, they would definitely strive for a win-win
situation. Both sides can be persuaded to give in certain strong stances to find out
a mutually acceptable solution. Further the media coverage as it happens
nowadays on the sensitive issues give an onus to act as responsible citizens.

Recently the Christian churches were attacked at various places in the
country. By involving the CRC, the priest or the religious representative and the
leader of the right wing organization shall be brought on a common table apart
from filing the FIRs and other enquiry system. The issues shall be discussed
thoroughly and the various aspects involved shall be brought to the discussion
forum. It shall ponder over the elements of provocation from the other side
behind the attacks. If so, the other party has to ensure to prevent such incidents in
the future. Even it had happened without any provocation, the other side has to

explain the rationale behind their acts. Democracy does not guarantee anybody to
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act upon their whims and fantasies.

The Constitution with its articles on fundamental rights and duties entrust
the public to behave as responsible citizens. Until and unless they are not booked
through these kind of mechanisms; they would continue to behave in a similar
manner. The usual methods of arrest and detention do not guarantee any
prevention and the judicial processes are quite time consuming. All these codes
of Civil and Criminal Procedure are more of punitive and preventive in nature
and it's high time that the system should come up with novel ideas and institution
to resolve conflicts. The methods shall be transparent and participatory and thus
the CRC kind of institution will definitely helps in resolving conflicts.

Similarly, naxalism which has become a matter of major concern in these
recent years can aso be dealt with a dialogue process. On anayzing the
underlying issues of these naxal affected areas; it can be understood that the
problems emanate from the basic socio economic disparities. These issues have
later turned out to be a major political issue went even to the level of disrupting
the genera elections conducted recently. This problem is spread over a number
of states eating up the resources of these states and the union government in
curbing the law and order problems.

These areas are relatively socio-economically backward. The efforts shall
be resorted to resolving conflicts in these areas through peaceful means. The
state should act more benevolently in finding out the solutions. It may sound
value loaded; but is quite practical as well if it can be executed with a larger
political will.

For resolving these issues, the naxal leaders shall be brought to the
political process with a mutually acceptable mediator. They shall be given full
freedom in participating the dialogue forum. The cases and the warrants shall be
held suspended and their views and opinions shall be invited. The specia cells
shall find means to accommodate the various economic and social issues

involved and the economic issues shall be brought in the purview of state and
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national plans. There shall be enough provisions for meeting these financia
obligations. The cost incurred in solving would be definitely less than the cost
incurred in maintaining law and order problems.

Thus the application of non-violent principles are more participatory as the
people involved are given an opportunity to represent their views. This is
essential in a democratic set up as the process is more transparent and inclusive.
No democratic system can survive without the People's Participation. The
citizens' engagement with the political process shall not end up with the voting
process. The active participation is rather important than the passive presence in
the democracy. Further the need of the hour in our administrative mechanism is
Good Governance. Good governance can't be delivered properly with out the
Peoples' Participation and the involvement of the Civil Society.

The issues shall be publically debated and the views are also to be
articulated in the process of decision-making. The role of media is also
significant in this context. The media should also take up the issues more
rationally than sensitizing them. It should play a major role in creating awareness
among the public. This fourth estate also shall play a very important role in the
national integration.

However the non-violence methods cannot be seen as a panacea given the
peculiar conditions of the law and order situations in the country. It is quite
pragmatic that the initial frictions shall be waned out through policing or other
means to contain the situations; other wise they may blow up to a higher
proportion. Therefore a fair mixture of both methods shal be employed in
resolving the conflicts. Further the sincerity and involvement of the people
involved too decides the outcome of the dialogue process.

As mentioned at the outset, these non-violent measures are not novel in
India. It has always been practised to resolve conflicting situations. The Gujjar
issues agitated the political system of Raasthan and Delhi in the recent past.
Despite all efforts by the state, the issue could be dealt only with the dialogue
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process by a mediator. The situation was almost similar in the case of Amarnath
land issue in the state of Jammu and Kashmir. Hence it is only suggested to
institutionalize these mechanisms.

In a country like India with multitude of aspirations; the non-violent
methods are the best possible course of action in resolving conflicts. It will
accentuate the process of integration where by the citizens participate actively in
the political process. It is aso suggested to set up the Conflict Resolution Cells
across the country to institutionalize the process. They can delve into the
undercurrents of the conflicts thus providing a holistic solution. Despite all the
odds; the country stands united for more than sixty years after independence. It
could not have been achieved if it had been moved away from the fundamental
values of truth and non-violence. Much to the envy of many varied interests; the

country is united for many decades and will continue to remain so.
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Non-violence isthe harbinger of peace and conflict less environment
MANASI R. SAHAY

Today the world has become a scene out of Lord of the Rings where you
will find darkness and destruction everywhere. One can come to know where the
evil has touched, with its cold fingers, by the absence of harmony, peace and love
Things that have been harped upon by countless predecessors right from Ashoka
to Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther King and Dalai Lama now seem to be from
some bygone era, with the remnants akin to ruins that people visit, marvel about

and then forget.

Present situation in the world

Today we are experiencing a volatile situation throughout the world,
characterized by poverty, unemployment, recession, limited resources, global
warming and confrontations between cultures. Violence and discrimination
contaminate the daily life of broad sectors of the population. Armed conflicts
plague many areas, and we now have a profound crisis in the international
financia system.

Kosovo, Rwanda, East Timor, crazy gunmen, corrupt politicians, global
warming depleting the already depleted resources; a very high probability of
nuclear conflict; is the order of the day.

Today, there is agrowing global awareness of the meaning and importance
of non-violence. Although violence is till rife and very much kicking, the belief,
that this world is coming to its senses and is gung-ho about doing something

about this and does not take it in a chalta hai way is, growing like a healthy baby.

Wheat is Conflict?
The dictionary defines “conflict” as “a struggle to resist or overcome,

contest of opposing forces or powers; strife; battle. A state or condition of

opposition; antagonism; discord. A painful tension set up by a clash between
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opposed and contradictory impulses”. No matter how hard we try to avoid it,
conflict periodically enters our lives.
Conflict happens when two or more people or groups have, or think they
have, incompatible goals.
According to UNPO:

Violence is not limited to the use of arms, but can include cultural
genocide, forced assimilation and destruction of the environment on
which people’s existence and development depends.

Reaffirmed the fundamental rights of nations and peoples to exist and
develop as they choose, in accordance with their right to self-determination.
Recognized that in some cases nations and people feel compelled to use armed
force to defend themselves against armed aggression, genocide and other

prolonged or massive forms of violence against them.

Types of Conflict

There are many different types of conflict experienced by communities all
around the world. Some of them are:

1 Surface conflict: This has shalow or no roots. It may be due to
misunderstanding of goals.

2. Latent conflict: This is conflict below the surface. It might need to be
brought out in the open before it is discussed.

3. Open conflict: This conflict is open and has deep roots, sometimes over
severa generations

4. Interpersonal  conflict: between people who have different and
antagonistic goals.

5. Intrapersonal conflict: within an individual who cannot decide what he
believesin.

6. Conflict over sparse resources. due to depletion of aready spare
resources and exponential growth of population and its ever growing
demand for more and more.
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Causes of Conflict

Conflict starts because people do not believe in an issue. Issues of
disagreement in recent large-scale conflicts include territory, language, religion,
natural resources, ethnicity or race, migration and political problem.

A conflict can have a single matchstick that can light it but it will have a
stack of hay that has been piling on quite aling time. So in order to avoid the fire
one needs to ensure the stack is not there. The most important influence is power.

Othersinclude culture, identity and rights.

What is conflict resolution?

There are many ways to resolve conflicts: surrendering, running away,
overpowering your opponent with violence, filing a lawsuit, etc. The movement
toward Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR), sometimes referres to smply as
conflict resolution, grew out of the belief that there are better options than using
violence or going to court. The various components of ADR may be listed as
follows:

Negotiation

Mediation

Arbitration
Mediation-Arbitration
Early neutral evaluation
Community conferencing
Collaborative law
Negotiated Rulemaking
Peer Mediation

Why do we need to resolve conflict?

The reason why “conflict” is talked about so much or why a monster has
been created out of it is that people have witnhessed the havoc it can create. The
effects can be clubbed under various heads:

e Political effect
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e Psychological effect- relationship difficulties, physical health problems and
ongoing conflicts overwhelm an individual’s ability to cope

Social effect

Economic effect

Anthropological effect

Environmental effect

Different ways of resolving conflict

Conflict resolution is a range of methods for alleviating or eliminating
sources of conflict. Processes of conflict resolution generally include negotiation,
mediation and diplomacy. The processes of arbitration, litigation, and formal
complaint processes such as ombudsman processes, are usualy described with
the term “dispute resolution”, although some refer to them as *“conflict
resolution”. Processes of mediation and arbitration are often referred to as
“alternative dispute resolution”.

Why non-violence means is the best

It has been seen that violent means of handling conflict has never resulted
in a “win-win” situation for both the parties. There has always been residual
animosity in the air. In order to ensure that there is fragrance of peace in the air
we have to resort to peaceful ways of resolving conflicts. For non-violent
communication technique development by Rosenberg and Gandhi. The process
of Non-Violent Communication (NVC) encourages us to focus on what we and
others are observing, how and why we are feeling, what our underlying needs are,
and what each of uswould like to have happened. Thusthis helpsin resolving not
just external conflicts but internal conflicts also whichiis, in reality, the root cause
of al the problems in the world. Thus it resolves conflict and leads to the
development of the individual by acting as a mirror that shows the true colours of

an individual .
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What should we do to ensure non-violence become a way of life?

People talk about peace and non-violence once in a blue moon, especialy,
if it happens to be the birth anniversary of the father of the nation or international
peace day. So we celebrate it and then conveniently forget it. We need to make it
apart of our lives something like breathing. How can we do so?

We can start it at the very basic by what was preached by Mahatma
Gandhi: be truthful, say truth not just to people but to yourself also. Respect
others if you want them to respect you. Treat no work as small. Spread love even
if the person in front of you is angry. Be patient. Listen to people, give people the
benefit of doubt. Treat the entire world as one family. There is enough for ones
need but not for ones greed. Have faith in yourself as well as others.

It would not be incongruous at this stage to make a reference to King’s
steps to social change which would be guiding us in conflict resolution.

King’s Six Steps to Social Change:

Information gathering

Education

Personal Commitments
Negotiation

Direct Action

Reconciliation and Healing Process

oukrwNE

Principles of Non-Violence

There are 6 principles of non-violence as postulated by Martin Luther King
Jr., which are listed below:
Non-violence isaway of life for the courageous people.
Non-violence seeks to win friendship and understanding.
Non-violence seeks to defeat injustice and not people.
Non-violence holds that suffering can educate and transform.

Non-violence chooses love instead of hate.

o g A~ W D P

Non-violence believes that the universe is on the side of justice.
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The Gandhian Principles of Non-violence

“The only devils in the world are those running around in our own hearts, that is
where the battle should be fought.....
“Truth is my religion and non-violence (love) its only realisation”

-M K Gandhi

Respect

Understanding

Acceptance

Appreciating differences

Truth and Truth fullness

Absorbing suffering

Ahimsa (non-violence)

Trusteeship and Constructive Action

N~ WDNE

The above principles postulated by Mahatma Gandhi have universa
applicability across ages.

Its application in handling today’s conflict

Mahatma Gandhi’s principles can be applied to various conflicts that have
taken place in the recent past.

Wars produce the worst violations of human rights worldwide and are the
greatest impediment to human development. The number of conflicts between
nations has decreased since World War |1, yet there have been more than 50
major armed conflicts since the Cold War ended in the late 1980s. Most of those
have been internal clashes aver religion, national or ethnic identity, or access to
natural resources or wealth.

Some recent wars have been the bloodiest, most devastating of modern
times: 4 million people were killed in the Democratic Republic of Congo; two
million people got killed in Sudan and genocides in Rwanda and Bosnia-
Herzegovina. In 2007, 14 major armed conflicts were active in 13 locations in the

world.
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Some instances where Gandhiji’s principle of non-violence comes into

picture are:

1.

IndiasAssam: The Assam conflict is an insurgency in the state of
Assam. It started in 1970s. It stems from the tension between Assamese
and Bengalis, as well as group with separatist aspirations. Additionally
the state is rich in oil resources. Here Gndhiji’s principles of respect,
understanding, acceptance, appreciating the differences and theory of
trusteeship can play a huge role. Thus the separatist intention of inciting
people on the basis of the difference of region and language can be
taken care of by making them understand the true intention of the
insurgents and making the people accept the fact that all individuals are
different, whether they belong to the same region or come from various
parts of the country. They should respect each other and not try to
degrade or demean people form other region. Theory of trusteeship can
also help the present generation to act responsibly and not think that
they own this world and can do whatever they want to. In order to win
the resources they are spoiling the aready fragile environment.

India- Kashmir: The Kashmir conflict refers to the territorial dispute
over Kashmir. Indiaclaims it as an integral part of the country, whereas
Pakistan callsit adisputed area. Thisis happening on religious grounds.
Again Gandhiji can come to the rescue, but the problem is that people
don’t want to solve it for political reason. Thus we suffer from amnesia
and keep reselecting the government that promises to solve the problem
no matter how unsuccessful it may have been at the work in the past.
The solution is simple, we need to forget the difference and respect
each other.

lvory coast-Civil War: Experts put the blame, of conflict escalation on
the fact that Ivory Coast is rich in resources. Natural resources such as
cotton, diamond, and cocoa are the reasons behind the war that refuses
to get extinguished. If we start practicing Gandhiji dictum that there is
enough for everyone’s need but not enough for one’s greed, we can
very well take care of the problem. The only thing that can save the day
isif we start believing that we are the trustees and not the owners of this
land. It is our duty to pass over the possession without taking away its
essence from it, in as pure aform as we can keep it in.

Nepal-Maoists. The aim of overthrowing the Napaese monarchy and
establishing the “Peoples Republic of Nepal” was the genesis of this
insurgent problem. Thus lack of respect, understanding seem to be at
the root of this problem.
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Some other wars are Russia - Chechenia war, Sudan-Darfur and United
States — Irag. These are results of the present generation not reading history and
the thoughts of great people, mentioned in the form of principles, on the basis of
their experiences. History is replete with such incidences that can be aguide asto
what to do, what not to do, how to do, etc. which have been dealt with, by people
who have concluded that peace is the only way forward. Nothing works like love

and peaceful co-existence.

How do we promote principles of non-violence?

We need to adopt multi- dimensiona strategies to promote the principles
of non- violence in order to ensure effective and consistent conflict resolution in
al waks of life. We need to focus on the source of conflict to promote
appropriate principles of non — violence which may include negotiation,
mediation, respect to other’s views, understanding the differences, mutual
consultation and discussion etc. People need to be exposed and made aware of
different principles of non — violence as propounded, preached and practiced by
different personalities of the world from time to time. Lessons from history
always need to be kept in sight while aming for conflict resolution through non-
violence.

Whenever confronted with any dilemma or doubt over the adoption of
suitable ways for conflict resolution, one has to keep in mind that the method of
non — violence is the only permanent and effective method. People of al ages
irrespective of sex, caste, creed, race, religion and nationality, will have to be
indoctrinated through various means to the efficacy of non — violent means.

In a nutshell, it would be most appropriate to infer that promotion of non—
violence is the only potent tool, nay strategy, to ensure conflict resolution in any
sphere of human life. In today’s world, where we have been witnessing a lot of

conflict in al fields, be it social, political, religious, ethno-cultural or economic
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etc., non-violence is the only panacea. We need to believe in it, preach it and
practice it in true sense if world is to be made a perfect place to live in. Needless
to emphasize, non-violence is the harbinger of peace, conflict-less environment
by removing both external and internal conflicts and ensuring a “Win-Win”
situation for all parties.

In conclusion, let us all forget consciously and sincerely al our differences
and disputes by imbibing the culture of non-violence and then, conflict-free

world would not be adream.
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Non-violent methods will lead to productive resolution of conflict

PRIYANKA MARY FRANCIS

Today we are living in an age of chaos and conflicts. The world is
frantically in search for the right solution to the day-to-day problems. The range
of solutions varies from Pranayama for some to ‘the vacuum bomb' for some
others. Still no permanent solace is achieved by the mankind. This is because we
have all along been treating the symptoms of our problems and not their root
causes. There is a dearth of understanding about the right approach to conflict
resolution in our lives. Before we can analyse the methods for resolving conflicts,

it is necessary to look into the concept of conflicts.

What are conflicts?

The word conflict takes its origin from the Latin word 'Conflictus’ which
means confrontation or a clash between opposing forces. Conflicts have been
described by Weber as existing whenever incompatible activities occur, when
there is a state of tension between two actors and when one individual,
community, nation or even supranational bloc desires something that can be
obtained only at the expense of what another individual or group desires.
According to Fink a conflict emerges whenever two or more persons seek to
possess the same object occupy the same space or the same exclusive position,
play incompatible roles, maintain incompatible goals, or undertake mutualy
incompatible means for achieving their purposes. An open conflict is never
instantaneous. It will be springing up from an underlying tension that lies
dormant. Deutsch calls the former situation as manifest conflict to distinguish it
from the underlying conflict. Manifest conflict cannot be resolved permanently

unless the underlying conflict is dealt with.
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When we analyse conflicts it can be seen that these can be destructive or
constructive. According to Weber a conflict becomes destructive when the
participantsin it are dissatisfied with the outcomes and they feel they have lost as
a result of the conflict. Destructive conflicts have a tendency to expand and
escalate becoming independent of the initiating causes. A conflict is constructive
if the participants are satisfied with their outcomes and feel that they have gained
as aresult of the conflict. Always constructive conflicts are fruitful in the sense
that these aid open and honest communication of relevant information between
the participants.

Nader and Todd have broken down conflict situations into three
evolutionary phrases. First there is a grievance or pre-conflict stage in which an
injustice or grounds for resentment are perceived by one party. This is followed
by the conflict stage where the aggrieved party opts for confrontation and
communicates his feelings to the offending party. Finally, the conflict enters the
dispute stage when it becomes public and third parties become involved. There
may be trigger events that lead to the escalation of disputes from one stage to
another. The role of outsiders is also important in precipitating a conflict. Thus if
a conflict occurs as a result of conscious or unconscious escalation from
differences that can be considered natural and also as a result of external
influences, it follows that events or changes in attitudes can intercede between
one stage and another thus stalling or preventing escalation. It is this possibility,
which gives us the opportunity to prevent the precipitation of violent conflict, and

the responsibility to discover effective methods of intercession.

Conflict Resolution

It is aways desirable that a conflict is resolved to the satisfaction of the
participants. Conflict resolution involves a range of methods for alleviating or
eliminating the sources of conflict. There are many ways of dealing with

conflicts- violent as well as non- violent. For many of us violence may appear to
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be a superior technique of solving conflicts to non-violence because it has
obvious and tangible strategies and weapons. But the fact is that violence in any
of its many forms has the tendency to become self-perpetuating through the cycle
of vengeance and counter vengeance. Conducting a conflict in a non-violent non-
threatening way prevents the opponent from reacting out of fear in mindless
reflex action. If conflict resolution is based on principles of non-violence, then it
will be productive, asit leaves no necessity for further threats or force. Before we
investigate the different non-violent ways of conflict resolution it is necessary to
look into the principles of non-violence.
Principles of non-violence

Principles of non-violence have been laid down by many great men during
their lifespan. Of these, those perpetuated by Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther
King Jr. are worth mentioning. According to Gandhi, we are called to celebrate
both our differences and our fundamental unity with others. Also the non-violent
journey is a process of becoming increasingly free from fear. Martin Luther King,
Jr. thought that non-violence is a way of life for courageous people and also that
it seeks to win friendship and understanding. Barbara Deming, the famous
activist and writer has explained the concept of creative non-violence. According
to her active non-violence has two hands i.e. it is a process that holds two
realities - of non-cooperation with violence but open to the humanity of the
violator. This process refrains from violence, to break the cycle of escalating and
retaliatory violence, reach out to the opponent and to potentia allies and seek to
reveal more clearly the truth and justice of the situation. Applying these
principles, we arrive at different non-violent methods of conflict resolution.

1) Accommodation

This is the most common mechanism among the different non-violent
methods of conflict resolution. In this mechanism the opponent resolves to grant
the demands of the non-violent activists without having changed his mind

fundamentally about the issues involved. The main reason for this new
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willingness to yield is the changed socid situation produced by the non-violent
action. Gene Sharp has found that there may be many other factors as well. The
opponent may become convinced that despite his view of the rights and wrongs
of the issues at stake in the conflict, continued repression of the non-violent
group by various types of violence is inappropriate. Sometimes opponents may
grant the activists demands or make concessions, simply because they regard the
group or certain consequences of the conflict as a nuisance which they wish to
end. In some cases the non-violent action may create deep interna rift over
politics and repression within the opponent's group. Then the leaders of the
opponent group may find it to their advantage to grant some or all of the demands
of the non-violent activists.

2) Non-violent Coercion

In this method the demands of the non-violent group are achieved against
the will of the opponent through the following ways:

a) The defiance may become too massive and widespread to be controlled by
the opponent's repression.

b) The non-cooperation and defiance may make it impossible for the social,
economic and political system to operate unless the activists demands are
achieved.

c) Even the opponent's ability to apply repression may be undermined and
may at times dissolve.

There is a vast difference between the above described non-violent
coercion and violent coercion. In violent coercion deliberate injury is inflicted
upon the individual whereas non-violent coercion mainly rises from no-
cooperation and at times removal of the opponent's ability to inflict violence.
There are many factors that may influence non-violent coercion like opposition
within the opponent group, degree of the opponent's dependence on the non-

violent activists for the source of his power etc.
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3) Conversion

By conversion we mean that through the work of the non-violent activists
the opponent comes around to a new viewpoint, which embraces the ends of the
non-violent actor. According to Gene Sharp, one approach to induce conversion
may be to change the social situation drastically, eliminating the opponent's
power or profits, so that he may examine the stand taken by him in a new light.
More often non-violent groups which have sought to convert have emphasized
direct appedls to their opponent's better nature. All non-violent activists who
follow this technique have accepted the necessity of willingness to suffer in the
face of repression so as to bring about a conversion of opponent's mind. But
effectiveness of this suffering is determined by the social distance between the
contending groups-the degree to which there is or is not fellow feeling and
mutual understanding between them. Also there should be respect shown by the
opponent group for the non-violent activists and this respect comes from the
courage on the part of the non-violent activists. But one important aspect of non-
violent conversion is that it may not be possible to win over al members of the
opponent group simultaneously. A step-by- step approach with much patience
and courage is to be adopted for successful conversion. The method of non-
violent conversion claims a higher position among other methods of conflict
resolution as none other than Mahatma Gandhi has advocated this method
through his technique of "Satyagraha”.

Satyagraha
Gandhi devised Satyagraha as he believed striving for conversion is the

morally correct way to conduct conflict because only through a diaectical
process can truth be arrived at and such quest for truth is according to him the
aim of human life. According to him the essence of Satyagrahaisthat it seeksto
liquidate antagonisms but not the antagonists themselves and the Satyagrahis

object is to convert, not to coerce, the wrongdoer. In conflict situations
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Satyagraha merely means that the Satyagrahi follows no other plan than the
adherence to non-violence and has no other goal than to reach the truth. While
adopting Satyagraha for conflict resolution, there is no threat, coercion or
punishment. The Satyagrahi instead undergoes self-suffering with the optimistic
belief that the opponent can be converted to see the truth of his or her claim by
touching the opponent's conscience or that a clearer vision of truth will grow out
of the dialectical process for both parties.

But it must be clear that just any kind of suffering is not likely to set in
motion the processes which may lead to changes in the opponent's feelings,
attitudes and beliefs. For suffering to lead to conversion, Lakey points out that
the opponent must experience feelings of identification with the non-violent
group. Thisidentification in turn requires a new perception of acommon quality
between the two groups. Such perception depends not only on the actua
suffering but on the way in which the non-violent activists behave prior to and
during such suffering. Therefore suffering by people who have demonstrated
their bravery and non-violent determination is far more likely to produce a
significant sympathetic response in the opponent than is suffering by people who
behave like cowards.

According to Gandhian thinking, there are at |least eight factors influencing
conflict, resolution through conversion, which are under the control of the non-
violent group.

a) Refraining from violence and hostility. Deliberate rejection of violence in
favour of non-violent means is regarded as having an important
psychological impact on the opponent, which may influence his
conversion.

b) Attempting to gain the opponent's trust through truthfulness, openness
concerning intentions and chivalry.

c) Refraining from humiliating the opponent. Humiliation is an unlikely step

toward sympathy, voluntary change and conversion.
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d) Making visible sacrifices for one's own cause. Only if suffering is offered
by people directly involved in the grievances it will be perceived as
sincerity and therefore influence conversion.

e) Carying on constructive work. When people begin to engage in
humanitarian and constructive work the opponent group may take their
statements and behaviour serioudly.

f) Maintaining personal contact with the opponent. Such contact may help
keep personal relations friendly despite the conflict and achieve maximum
accurate understanding of the other's views, motivations and intentions.

g) Demonstrating trust of the opponent. As per Gandhian thought, when the
non-violent group has high expectations of the opponent's intentions and
future behaviour, those expectations, it is believed, may encourage him to
live up to them and may lead to successful conflict resolution.

h) Developing empathy, goodwill and patience toward the opponent.
Demonstrated respect for the individual members of the opponent group
and understanding of their outlook and problems may in turn make them
more sympathetic and less hostile to the people who challenge non-violent
methods.

Effectiveness of the principles of non-violence in conflict resolution

When we anayse the effectiveness of non-violent ways in resolving
conflicts it can be seen that defeat is always possible in non-violent action, just as
it is in war or in other types of politica violence. Although not immediately
successful, if the non-violent activists increase their spirit of resistance, expand
their organizationa strength, improve skill in applying this technique, and gain
sympathy and friends which may be useful in the future, then even defeat may
become a prelude to success. In the cases of successful conflict resolution we
often cannot single out a particular non-violent method, which has led to the

success. Instead change may be produced by some combination of these
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mechanisms. Advocates of the use of non-violent action in place of techniques of
violence have sometimes argued that the results achieved by non-violent action
are likely to be more permanent and satisfactory than those achieved by violence.
According to Gregg, victory achieved by violence is likely to result in hatred and
desire for revenge, which may lead to a new war to achieve revenge or
restitution. The results of a successful non-violent struggle are going to be
different, in that there will be no aftermath of resentment or revenge and no
necessity for further threats of force. Due to insistence on non-violence there will
be lack of bitterness towards the non-violent activists even after the latter have
won their demands.

The greatest example of successful conflict resolution through non-violent
method is the Indian independence struggle itself. Gandhi through his method of
Satyagraha had achieved conversion of the minds of British authorities. Similarly
Dr. Martin Luther Jr. King led a mgor struggle to eliminate racial segregation

and discrimination in U.S.A. through his non-violent methods.

Conclusion

Conflicts had aways been and will always be part and parcel of human
lives. Every one of us engages in different kinds of conflicts in our daily lives.
According to John Dewey, conflict is the gadfly of thought. It stirs us to
observation and memory. It forces us to investigate our viewpoints. If we realize
this truth then it will easily occur to us that there is no benefit in violently
pursuing a conflict. As noted by many thinkers’ violent ways of conflict
resolution may appear to be effective for a while; but these will not give any
concrete and permanent results. Only non-violent methods will lead to productive
resolution of conflicts as seen in the earlier analysis. Under some conditions the
non-violent struggle may have lasting effects on the opponent group, such as
stimulating new ways to achieve their objectives, bringing new outlooks and

goals or modifying the system itself. We should not forget the fact that
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instantaneous success may not accompany non-violent struggles. But we should
build our patience while dealing with such conflicts, as the end results of other
alternatives will be grave and painful. As envisioned by our great leaders let us
strive towards a better world to live in by not taking the shortcut of violence but

pursuing the longer path of non-violence.
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L et us haveto educate future generation about being tolerant
towardsothers

SUDHI CHOUDHARY

One day after the Kalinga war was over, Ashoka, the great Mauryan ruler
of Indiaventured out into the eastern city. All he could see were burnt houses and
shattered corpses. This sight made him sick and he cried, “What have | done?”
The brutality of his conquests filled him with great sorrow and he gave up
violence for “Dharma-Vijaya” or victory through non-violence and peaceful
means. This legendary extract reflects on the importance of the use of principles
of non-violence for the resolution of conflicts that might range from kindergarten
bullying to genocide.

Non-violence or ‘Ahimsa’ means to do no harm to anyone. It resists
violence of the spirit as well as of the body. Love for the enemy is a fundamental
concept of non-violence. The goal is not to defeat the enemy but to win them
over. Violence is the language of the weak, untruth and of the wrong doers. Non-
violence in turn is the voice of the strong, truth and righteous.

Non-violence forms a part of the major tenets of each of the important
Abrahamic religious (i.e. Issam, Judaism and Christianity) as well as in the major
Dharmic religious traditions (i.e. Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism and Sikhism).
Gene Sharp, the Machiavelli of non-violence points out that despite the growing
awareness of non-violence, there is widespread confusion about what it really is.
He further noted that this confusion is primarily due to the fact that much of that
which is subsumed under overlapping concepts as pacifism, non-violent
resistance, and passive resistance is not clear and ambiguous at the operational
level. Further, differences and intolerance between individuals and groups leads
to confrontation which furthers manifestsitself in conflict. Economic deprivation,
social and political subjugation are the primary causes of al conflicts. The major
conflicting groups include privileged and the deprived, men and women, rich and
the poor one religion and the another one caste and the other. These various
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socia groups can be brought about within the purview of the powerful idea of
non-violence which could bring about the desired change in the world.

In recent times, non-violence has been used as a powerful tool for socia
protest Mahatma Gandhi led a long non-violent struggle against the British rule
in India which eventually brought about her independence in 1947. In the 1960’s
Cesar Chavez raised a campaign of non-violence to protest the treatment of farm
workers in California another recent example of a non-violent movement was the
‘Velvet Revolution” of Czechoslovakia that saw the overthrow of the Communist
government in that country. Few more non-violent movement like the one led by
Nelson Mandela in South Africa, for the abolition of ‘Apartheid’ or racial
segregations of the blacks, was quite a remarkable one.

Martin Luther King adopted Gandhi’s non-violent methods in his struggle
to win civil rights for African Americans. He came up with a set of principles of
non-violence. According to him non-violence is away of life for the courageous
people. It seeks to win friendship and understanding. Also, according to him
evildoers and aso victims, thus, evil should be hated and not the evil-doer.
Furthers, non-violence holds that voluntary suffering can educate and transform.
It accepts suffering without retaiation. Knowing that the return might be
hostility. It believesthat universe is on the side of justice.

It is clear that violence cannot be tackled by counter-violence.
Achievement of the balance of power is the central problem in case of a conflict.
Balance of power means interlocking of mutual interests, capabilities, and wills.
The means of arriving at this balance are varied. Firstly, one should try to clarify
the situation. Conflict is a condition plagued by cross perceptions and
miscommunication. Therefore, the process of balance of powers can be shortened
and antagonism minimized by simply uncovering the hidden goals and perhaps

even conscious and unconscious bdliefs and values.
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Fact finding is one of the most important ways of reducing misperception
and misunderstanding seeking mutual agreement on issue, clams and
justifications is as important as understanding the other party’s frame of
reference. This may not help disperse the conflict per se but it-would certainly
help focus on the real issues. Instead of using coercion for frustating the other
party’s goals, if we could focus on invoking common goals and mutual exchange.
Making attractive offers and rewarding agreements provide durable solution to
conflict situation. Though this may not always be possible especialy if one of the
party is insistent one should have a favorable disposition towards exchange.

The more one can establish some legitimate reason, explanation or
justification for the decision one wants, the more likely one is to induce a yes.
And the best way to do so is to seek precedent which might be existing in the
form of previousy made formal decisions, agreements or behavior. It is aso
beneficia to involve a legitimate third party like a religious or a social |leader
with sufficient credibility.

Distancing the parties form one another can also help cam emotions. This
would lead to simply fading out of the conflict situation. Voluntarily formed
racial or ethnic groups can also contribute towards keeping peace.

Resisting aggression is one of the most important principles of non-
violence that needs to be undertaken in a conflict situation. Always resort to
negotiation, mediation and compromise. But this reaction should be proportionate
to its strength. An over reaction risks escalation to a more extended and intense
conflict and the under reaction risks repeated aggression. But most importantly
one should display a genuine will for conflict resolution. Display of this
commitment has a great impact on the other party’s positive or negative
responses.

After analyzing the principles of non-violence, the next question that arises
is that what is the need for the promotion of these principles? It is because the

contemporary society has become extremely complex. There are various dis-
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unifying tendencies between various individuals and groups. These can be
political, social, religious, economical, ethnic etc. it is necessary to alleviate these
innumerable sources of conflict through peaceful means.

Our world has aready witnessed two world wars, caused essentially due to
intolerance resulting in massive destruction, loss of lives and property. Another
war at such a massive scaleis undesirous for humanity. The rapid devel opment of
technology has also made the promoting of non-violence obligatory. The
presence of weapons of mass destruction with numerous countries is a threat to
humanity. The nuclear arsenal, if used, would lead to unimaginable destruction.
To stop brutalities like Hiroshima and Nagasaki for strengthening of human
rights, it is necessary to resolve conflicts through negotiations, mediation and
diplomacy.

Violence breeds violence. It not only encourages its future use, but aso
motivates others to do like wise. In this era of globalization, there is a shift in the
balance of power towards multi polarity from unipolar world. This has caused a
number of conflicts in the past and is quite likely to cause numerous others. In
order to ensure an all-round development and good of all humanity a peaceful
and non-violent resolution of conflicting interestsiswhat is desired for.

Taking the example of poverty stricken and war torn Africa where non-
violence remains a mammoth challenge. In some parts of Africa, the destruction
of non-violent leadership is still proceeding. The tragedy cycle begins when the
leadership passes form non-violent hands. What the statesmen and politicians
who control Africa’s destiny today have yet to discover is how to meet the
challenge of non-violence in a civilized manner, how to avoid repetition of the
tragedy that follows from the failure to afford, in time, adequate constitutional
channels, and training and experience in polities and the art of government.

Non-violence has been a central concept in green political philosophy. It is
included in the global greens charter Greens believe that society should reect the

current patterns of violence and embrace non-violence. The greens philosophy
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draws heavily from both Gandhi and the Quaker traditions, which advocate
measures by which the escalation of violence can be avoided, while not
cooperating with those commit violence. They aso believe that the current
patterns of violence are incompatible with a sustainable society because it uses up
limited resources and many forms of violence, especially nuclear weapons are
damaging for the environment. Some green political parties, like the Dutch Green
links, evolved out of the cooperation of the peace movement with the
environment in their resistance to military use of nuclear energy. As green parties
have moved form the fringes of the society towards becoming more and more
influential in the government circles, this commitment to non-violence had to be
more clearly defined.

Many critics of non-violence, for example Leon Trotsky, Subhash Chandra
Bose, Frantz Fanon etc., observe that it is morally incorrect for anyone being
brutalized to continue to accept that brutality without doing something to defend
himself. Even the Bhagwad Gita which preaches of the concept of Ahinsa parmo
dharmah (non-violence is the ultimate duty) considers unavoidable violence
reluctantly undertaken for the purpose of stable sing a rule of righteousness
(Dharma Sansthapna) for the betterment of the society and for the sustenance of
ones body as justifiable and calls this too as ahinsa. Thus, according to this view
the principle of non-violence is quite different from pacifism. This could justify
the two pronged strategy for curbing menaces like terrorism and naxalism by the
use of both the military and the development methods.

However, the importance of promotion of principles of non-violence for
conflict resolution for recognized chiefly after the Second World War when the
United Nations was created for peacefully resolving conflicts between nations
and preventing any armed conflicts. Another organization playing a major rolein
this arena is the Amnesty International which helps those who have been victims

of violence. Therefore, promoting and spreading the massage of non-violence.
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The adoption of the principles of ‘Panch Sheel’ by nations has also
promoted non-violence in international politics. Various other means like media
have helped in promoting and making the principles of non-violence known and
understood by common masses. Hindi film ‘Lage Raho Munnabhai’ is a good
example of non-violence resistance as away of conflict resolution. The film was
not only a blockbuster but also the first Hindi film to be shown in United Nations.
This clearly reflects the popular acceptance of non-violence and its principles.
Celebration of days like International Day of Non-Violence on the 2™ of October,
organising of world march for peace and other such events help popularize the
principles of non-violence.

The path of non-violent protests and persuasion demands a lot of patience
from the people following it. Thisis clearly visible in the case of Aung San Suu
Kyi of Myanmar. Recently, Barack Obama, the United State President, was
awarded Nobel Peace Prize of his extraordinary efforts to strengthen international
diplomacy and cooperation between people. He has created a new climate in
international polities. The vision of a world free from nuclear weapons has
powerfully stimulated disarmament and arms control negotiations.

Let us hope that his positive environment continues and a world which the
King of Pop, Michael Jackson dreamt of in his song “Heal the world, make it a
better place, for you and for me and the entire human race...... ” can be created.

In order to ensure that this happens each one of us have to contribute in our
own way. We have to be understanding, respecting and promoting the principles
of non-violence, educating the people around and the future generations about
being tolerant towards others. If all of us do this, the day is not far when the
saying “Loka Samasta sukhino bhavantu” (let the whole world be prosperous and

peaceful) comes true.
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We need non-violence as the supreme law of life
BIJAY KETAN UPADHYAYA

“Non-violence is the law of the human race and is infinitely greater than
and superior to brute force”
Mahatam Gandhi

The importance and essence of non-violence can be well guessed from the
above statement of Gandhi. However, in today’s world we do not practice non-
violence in our personal relations, but we hope to use it in bigger affairs. Non-
violence to resolve conflicts must begin at home. Non-violence should become a
way of life and it should not be applied in a piecemeal manner.

Non-violence refers to “mutual forbearance” it has to be practiced towards
those who act violently towards us. It must be applied to nations as well as
individuals. To practice non-violence and to promote it for resolving conflicts a
certain amount of training is necessary. The beginning will be small. But if we
have the courage of conviction, we can adapt it as way of life.

But the training on non-violence and promoting, the principle of non-

violence is not going to be easy. As Rabindranath Tagore has said:

“It is easy to train an army of violence, even a year’s drill may be good
enough for that. But it takes a lot more time to train and prepare men to
attain enough maturity and strength for a non-violent struggle”.

Non-violent conflict resolution methods and principles
Conflict resolution is a very dynamic and vast field especialy in the
context of conflicts in every walk of life. It is practised by people throughout the
world. The need for evolving peaceful ways of resolving conflicts has become
more urgent than ever with the expansion in the number and variety of conflicts.
Conflicts have been described as existing whenever incompatible activities

occur, when there is a state of tension between two actors irrespective of how it

Promoting Principles of Non-violence for Conflict Resolution 57



originated or how it is terminated. Conflicts can occur between many varying
combination of parties and for great many reasons.

Conflicts may arise from differences in information or belief. may reflect
differencesin interest, desires or values, may occur as aresult of scarcity of some
resource or may reflect a rivalry in which one person tries to out do or undo the
other. A conflict is said to be resolved when both parties have given up any hope
of changing or amending the situation.

However, in the Gandhian dialectic, conflicts can only be said to have been
resolved when all parties are satisfied with the outcome, that is, when some
mutually consistent set of actions is worked out. Such solution greatly reduces
the fragility of resolutions.

Academics, educationists, freelancers and kindred souls have seminal role
to play in the conflict prone era of our time conflicts are manifold, cumbersome
and chronic. Our contemporary world faces value crisis, character, moral crisis
and ethical crisis.

Conflicts may be of different kinds. For examples, value conflict, separatist
and national conflicts, ethnic conflicts, religious conflicts, regional conflicts etc.

The conflict can be terminated or concluded in three ways through the
procedural methods of dealing conflict. They are:-

e Reconciliation
e Compromise
e Award

In Reconciliation, the value systems and differing images of each party

undergoes dramatic change, which accelerates the process of mutually agreeable
preferences or solution to end the conflict.

Compromise is the position in which the conflicting parties do not alter
their value system, however, they mutually agree to find more pragmatic and less

idealistic solution rather than continue the conflict. Compromise is arrived mostly
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through bargaining in which parties are willing to give up some of their demands
in favour of arriving at a solution.

Award is a kind of settlement in which the solution comes in the form of
verdict of an outside person or agency with which the parties agreed to accept.

However, today’s civil society has the responsibility not only to make the
world free from destructive conflict but also to creat on atmosphere where the
conflict can be resolved creatively and effectively. The tool for doing thisis non-
violence. We do not know what is the potential of non-violence and the complete
range of techniquesin it. As Gandhiji pointed out:-

“We are constantly being astonished by the amazing discoveries in the
filed of violence. But | maintain that far more undreamt of and seemingly
impossible discoveries will be made in the filed of non-violence”.

But we must know that non-violent action without the cooperation of the
heart and the head cannot produce the intended result. The failure of our
“imperfect Ahimasa” will be visible to the naked eye. In our life the most
persistent and urgent question should be, “what are we doing for the others?”
with the asking of such a question we will find our doubts and self melt away and
we will be more tolerant and humble. We will stick with love.

According to Martin Luther King, J- “Injustice anywhere is a threat to
justice everywhere”. Injustice is created when any conflict is resolved violently.
This also breeds hate, envy, contempt and jealousy. To overcome this we must
not think nonviolence as a persona virtue. It should be cultivated as a social
virtue.

In a society based on nonviolence voluntary co-operation is the condition
of dignified and peaceful existence. All society is held together by nonviolence,
even as the earth is held in her position by gravitation. When society is
deliberately constructed in accordance with the law of nonviolence is when only
non-violence principles will be applied for conflict resolution, its structure will be

different in material particulars from what it is today. What is happening today is
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disregard of the law of nonviolence and enthronement of violence asif it were an
eternal law.

By its very nature, nonviolence cannot ‘seize’ power, nor can that be its
goal. But nonviolence can do more; it can effectively control and guide power
without capturing the machinery of Government. This feature of non-violence is
its greatest asset in resolving conflicts. That is its beauty. Mankind is essentially
non-violent in nature. If mankind was not habitually non-violent, it would have
been self-destroyed ages ago. However, there is no denying the fact that in the
duel between forces of violence and non-violence, the latter will always come out
victorious in the end. Thus, we should give peace and non-violence a chance to
resolve our conflicts.

For non-violence principles to succeed we must have faith on it. Our faith
must be the brightest in the midst of impenetrable darkness. It must be recognized
as “a living force, an inviolable creed, not a mere policy”. Nonviolence is a
means to resolve conflicts. If one takes care of means, the end will take care of
itself. In a society based on nonviolence, the idea of superiority and inferiority
will be wholly obliterated and conflicts will come to a natural conclusion and not
to an imposed one.

Whether it’s across a living room or across a border, conflicts will be
settled either through violent force or through nonviolent force. Conflict, by
definition, means only this. we need to change our way of dealing with each
other; the old way on longer works. It’s almost a signal to get another way of
deding with a disagreement. The young are hungry to learn the skills of
nonviolence and it isteachable.

No nation has so vast a literature on non-violence as India. Yet, judging
from our history of wars, our high rates of homicide, spouse and child abuse,
abortions, the killings of animals for food, our death row executions, it’s asif the
art of resolving conflicts non-violently were as hard to learn as astrophysics in
Urdu.
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It isn’t that hard. The following steps should be promoted to decrease or
end conflicts in anon-violence manner:-

1. Define the conflict, objectively and not subjectively.

2. It’s not you against me, it’s you and me against the problem. The
problem is the problem. By focusing on the problem and not the person
with the problem, a climate of cooperation, not competition, is
enhanced.

3. List the relationship’s many shared concerns and needs, as against one
shared separation.

4, When people have tought, don’t ask what happened. We should elicit
facts, not opinions. Misperceptions are to be clarified, not prolonged.

5. Work on active listening, not passive hearing. Conflicts escalate when
partners try to talk more than listen and then only listen as atimeout for
verbal rearming. We must remember that listening well is an act of

caring.

6. We should choose a place to resolve the conflict, not the battleground
itself.

7. We should start with what is doable. Restoration of peace can’t be done
quickly.

We should work on one small doable rather than many large undoable.
We must develop forgiveness skills. Forgiveness looks forward,
vengeance |looks backward.

10. We should purify our hearts. We need to get our own messy life in
order before we can instruct others how to live.

© ©

These ten steps of nonviolent conflict resolution must be promoted in
every nook and corner of the world. However, sometimes the conflicting partners
are so emotionally wounded or ideologically hidebound that nothing can stop the
violence. But large numbers of conflicts can be resolved without killing or
wounding the other side, provided the strategies for non-violent peace making are
known.

Gandhi routinely said, don’t bring your opponents to their knees, bring
them to their senses. Nonviolence means prevention before the crisis. Violence
says the opposite. Conflicts can be reduced by introducing “peace education” in
schools i.e. systematically teaching the literature of peace and techniques of

conflict resolution.
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The origins of conflicts are many. Feelings of injustice or deprivation give
rise to conflict. These feelings may have some real basis or it may be only
because of some false or imaginary ideas. Sometimes false ego gives rise to
conflict. Conflicts are also created or imposed upon by interested persons or
groups for some ulterior motive to make some gain out of it.

In a democratic country like ours political conflicts will always be there
and these are not discouraging if they do not result in violence or go against the
interest of the people. However, they must be resolved through nonviolence

which is “a weapon of the strong”. There are infinite possibilities in the

individual to develop the techniques of nonviolence. In a gentle way he can shake
the world. In other words love towards fellow human beings is the only way
forward. It is an eternal reminder to a generation depending on nuclear and
atomic energy, to those who depend on physical violence that love and non-
violence are the only creative, redemptive an transforming power in this world.

However, military interests in economic, political, ethnic or nationalist
guise, do not want people to develop more tolerance, nonviolence and
compassion. These must be guarded against. When we engage in nonviolent
direct action we are not the creators of tension. We merely bring to the surface
the hidden tension that is already alive. Thus, when commercial interests with
their advertising industry do not want people to develop contentment and less
greed, non-violence principles teach us to be at peace with oneself and the world.

Non-violence teaches us to focus on wisdom and not on information. We
should know the meaning and purpose of life to appreciate the importance of
others lives. We must not spend our life being indifferent to others. As T.S. Eliot
says:-

“Where is the life, we have lost in living?
Where is the wisdom, we have lost in knowledge?
Where is the knowledge, we have lost in information?
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Thus, for peaceful conflict resolution we must focus on larger things like
life and wisdom and our world should not be broken up into fragments by narrow
domestic walls. In such a nonviolent society “knowledge will free and the clear
stream of reason will not lose its way into the dreary desert sand of dead habit”.
When conflicts will be resolved through nonviolent means our mind will be
without fear and our head will be held high. Our conscience will regain its
pristine purity.

When conflicts are not reduced or settled through negotiations or other
constitutional and nonviolent means, it givesrise to violence. Violence istaken as
a short cut method for resolution of conflicts. Suppressed sense of deprivation or
injustice finds vent through violence and in extreme cases it leads to terrorism.

Root causes of such violence is hatred against an individual or group of
people or society or country. Hatred is inherent in human character which is kept
subdued by rationality and wisdom. When this rationality and wisdom disappear
in the name of religions or ethnic superiority or strong sense of injustice or
deprivation, conflicts develop and violence sets in. Still, there is hope that one
day mankind will bow before the altars of God and be crowned triumphant over
war and bloodshed, and nonviolent redemptive goodwill will proclaim the rule of
the land. The mankind will not rise to such an occasion then they will be like
“hollow men”, headpiece filled with straw, and will behave as the wind behaves.
They will have *“shape without form, shade without colour, paralyzed force,
gesture without motion”. This is the way their world will end, “not with a bang
but a whimper”.

To resolve conflicts we must promote “true pacifism”. True pacifism is not
resistance to evil, but nonviolent resistance to evil. It is not unrealistic submission
to evil power. It is rather a courageous confrontation of evil by the power of love.
Nonviolence and true pacifism are powerful and just weapons which cut without
wounding and ennoble the man who wields them. In a nutshell, nonviolence is “a

sword that heals”.
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Lord Buddha said more than 2500 years ago that enmity can not be put to
an end by enmity. Only by amity and equanimity peace can be achieved.
Retaliatory violence is not going to serve any purpose an “eye for an eye” is not
the solution as it will only result in aworld full of blind people, violence can not
be put to an end by counter-violence. It can be put to an end by nonviolence once
and for al. Nonviolence is the answer to the crucia political and moral questions
of our time; the need for mankind to overcome oppression and violence without
resorting to oppression and violence.

The application of nonviolent principle must be al encompassing and must
touch every facet of our life. Truth and nonviolence are no cloistered virtues.
Without truth and nonviolence there can be nothing but destruction of mankind.
We must adopt a nonviolent way of life as nonviolence is the means of realizing
God and absolutely essential for the existence of humanity. To foster nonviolent
peace should be our primary goa of life.

We should be inspired by the preaching’s of Buddha that non-violence and
peace is the most valuable asset of human civilization. Jesus Christ sacrificed his
life for the cause of love, justice and peace. An important preaching of Bible is
“Thou shall Not Kill”. Gandhian philosophy, if applied in true spirit, can lead to
conquest of violence and conflict. Hazrat Muhammad, founder of Islam, also
preached for justice, peace and love. Thus, al religions preach that practical
application of nonviolence can resolve conflicts and thereby improve happiness,
health and wealth in a community.

In a seminal article “Gandhian philosophy, conflict Resolution Theory and
practical Approaches to Negotiation”. Thomas Weber mentions three norms to
resolve conflicts.

1. The first norm relates to goals and conflicts and states that one should
act in conflicts (for one’s own group or self, out of identity and out of
conviction); define the conflict well (state your goas clearly, try to
understand the opponent’s goals, state conflict relevant facts
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objectively); and have a positive approach to the conflict (give the
conflict a positive emphasis, see it as an opportunity).

2. The second norm relates to conflict struggle and enjoins one to act non-
violently in conflicts (do not harm or hurt with words, deeds or
thoughts, prefer violence to cowardice, do good even to the evil doer);
to act in a goa-consistent manner (by including constructive elements,
acting openly rather than secretly, and by aiming the struggle at the
correct point); not to cooperate with evil, to be willing to sacrifice (by
not escaping from punishment and being willing to die if necessary);
not to polarize the situation (by provoking the opponent) and so on.

3. The third and final norm relates to conflict resolution, and it directs that
conflicts should be solved (do not continue the struggle for-ever always
seek negotiation, seek positive socia transformation and seek
transformation of both the self and the opponent); that one should insist
on essentials rather than non-essentials (do not trade with essentials, be
willing to compromise on non-essentials)

Resolution of conflict without resorting to violence is the essential
condition for establishing peace in the society. Peace is an attitude towards life
which strengthens socia cohesion and makes life worth living. Education can
play a positive role in this direction. It can develop a culture of amity and peace
with love for others, mutual respect for each other and better understanding for
others’ feelings creation and not destruction should dominate human actions.
Education prepares mind with universal love and tolerance irrespective of
differencesin religion, caste, ethnicity, language and culture.

It is peace and not violence that helps human civilisation to survive and
progress. This fact has to be impressed in the mind of school children from early
childhood violent activities often have some immediate thrill which draws
people’s attraction. It is a fact that a few extremely brutal persons have earned
their place in history through their barbarous activities. But in all cases there
might be some immediate temporary victory or gain but ultimately they all had to

|ose.
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It is to be understood that ultimate victory is always that of peaceful,
nonviolence, constructive and developing activities. We must realize that non-
violence or peaceful methods have a bigger strength than that of violence.
Through education qualities like fearlessness, self-control, tolerance, humility
should be cultivated which will help in developing proper attitude towards life, a
healthy culture of peace and a preference for non-violence techniques of conflict
resolution. We must understand that victory begets conflict or enmity and the
defeated party always have dormant tendency to retaliate.

Any conflicting situation should be faced with “a commitment for self-
suffering” and a positive attitude to change the heart of the opponent. Politics
should not be bereft of religion and morality and this can help in conflict
resolution. In the economic field conflict can be reduced through reliance on
cottage industries and just distribution of wealth through trusteeship.

Gandhi was an apostle of non-violence ways of resolving conflict. For
Gandhi the appearance of a case in an adjudicative tribuna is a failure of the
parties to settle the dispute and emerge as friends. Adjudication generally
precludes the Gandhian dialectic to lead to a win-win situation.

Non-violent principles for conflict resolution afford fullest protection to
one’s self-respect and sense of honour. Individuals and nations who would
practice non-violence must be prepared to sacrifice their all except honour. Non-
violence is an essential element of any “trust” a feeling of security and self-
identity is acquired through developing a sense of security in responses of others
removed in time and space.

Making use of non-violent techniques also helps in the elimination of fear
from ones mind. ‘Satyagraha’ is the Gandhian approach to conflict resolution.
Satyagrahi is not only a practitioner of conflict resolution skill but also is an
embodiment of and ideal, alifestyle that opens up truth as end and means both at
the same time even if the condition of self-suffering may be a bit impractical. As

Martin Luther, Jr. puts it:- “Nonviolence means avoiding not only externa
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physical violence but also internal violence of spirit. Y ou not only refuse to shoot
a man, but you refuse to hate him”. A satyagrahi is one who has non-violence as
an inseparable part of his being. He never takes nonviolence as a garment to be
put on and off at will. A satyagrahi is one who has mastered the nonviolence

techniques of conflict resolution.

Conclusion

In a human society conflicts will always be there between individuals,
between groups, between nations because of differences of opinion, clash of
interest, establishment of superiority and various other factors. There is theory of
thesis and anti-thesis. Conflicts help in material and intellectual advancement.
Economic deprivation and social subjugation are the basic causes of conflicts in
human society. In the study of history of human civilization it is found that socia
injustices are constant source of discontent giving rise to conflicts.

To bring “reason in this madness” we must look towards nonviolence. Our
world will be free from conflicts “only when the individuals composing it make
up their minds to do so”. This conviction of Gandhiji endorses the preamble of
UNESCO, “since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that
the defences of peace must be constructed”. This can only be achieved by
nonviolent means as in today’s world we need nonviolence as the supreme law of
life, as the greatest of all religions. In a nutshell, we must propagate “organized
love” wishful thinking, yes, let us hope for peace won’t do it. Serious thinking
will. Beit the future of the world wish to look the other way, we can only say:-
“The sky is darkening like a stain, something is going to fall like rain, And it

can’t be flowers”.
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Non-violence can create a paradise on the earth

C. RAVI SHANKAR

“Peace will not come out of a dash of arms but out of justice lived
and done by unarmed nations in the face of odds”.
- Mahatma Gandhi

Human beings are just one among the billions of occupants of the Earth.
Yet, they ‘rule’ it with the exclusive equipment called the “sixth sense’. Artificial
barriers are aplenty that sprang out of this unique sense that man is blessed with.
The vast expanse of the globe with diverse geographic characteristics had made
multitudes of distinctions like language inevitable. However even in similar
environment and among homogeneous groups, man created more distinctions like
religion, caste to further divide his society. Distinctions become barriers when
they obstruct harmonious coexistence.

In aworld divided by a multitude of factors, conflicts become unavoidable.
Inequality and intolerance are the major causative agents of conflicts. As the
world gets more connected and starts shrinking, more interactions among
countries that differ from each other are the order of the day. The diversity many
times results in conflicts that can cause damage to the unity and social fabric of
the country. Hence conflict resolution is an absolute necessity and the various
available methodologies of conflict resolution need alot of study and research.

Intellectuals since time memoria have advocated non-violence and live as
the panacea for al the ills playing mankind. Non-violent ways of resolving
conflicts are the best among the known alternatives as they are inclusive and

ensure justice to every section of the social system.

Why do conflicts occur?

Earth, the only planet to support life, is a vast expanse that is diversein its

topography, climatic conditions and numerous other features. The living beings
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in a particular region develop unique qualities to adapt to the local environment.
Owing to this reason, different races of mankind evolved. Lack of proper
transport facilities often insulated a group of people from mingling with other
groups living in other regions. This led to the rise of unique attributes like
language and religion. The innumerable differences that arose due to
geographical conditions were furthered by the artificial divisions later devised by
man.

The animal instinct in man established the concept ‘Might is right” almost
as an universal principle. This tendency of domination by the powerful led to
layering of the society and a hierarchy was established. Those at the top of the
hierarchy, who tasted the comfort of power never wanted to let it go, while those
who were deprived of it, always strived to size it by any means. Thus the gap
created due to the hierarchical structuring of the society, was a good breeding
ground for conflicts.

Though man is asocial animal and has devised a setup to coexist together,
the fact that everyone is unique and different, makes coexistence challenging.
Differences in tastes, opinions, egos, background are just the manifestations of
the diversity in human traits. Rather than appreciating the beauty in diversity,
these diversities are perceived by man to be sources of conflict. Race, religion,
region, class, caste, creed, language are among the most important factors that
divide the human society. In asocia system, where every entity isinterdependent
on each other, these, multifarious differences among them tend to pull the system
in their own direction thus making it unstable.

Often people tend to disagree over issues as they do not appreciate others
viewpoint. Most situations have at least two possibilities of outcomes and lead to
formation of different viewpoints. People form a view based on their individual
traits. Even when an issue is simple and straightforward, unanimous views are
often rarities different interpretations of even a simple issue lead to multitude of

viewpoints.
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Conflicts arise when one tries to assert his view or decision over the other
despite resistance. Thus this diverse world is a hot/bed of conflicts and it
becomes absolute necessity to resolve them, if mankind hasto survive.

How to resolve conflicts

Generaly conflicts are resolved in three ways, namely

° Domination
° Compromise
° Integration

Domination means that one asserts his view over the others, using sheer
brute force due to the differences in power and resources.

Compromise is giving up ones stand or demand to avoid unfavorable
consequences of a conflict.

Both the above ways are not “per se’ resolutions of a conflict. They are just
measures to temporarily put off a conflict. However there is the third way to
resolve a conflict, called integration.

Mary Parker Follet, a thinker propounded this concept of integration where
the interests of both the conflicting parties are sought to be integrated. Thisis like
a ‘win-win’ solution, where both the parties seek to find an innovative solution
that satisfies both their demands.

An alternative has to be found out after pragmatic consideration of feasible
alternatives. However, this option is difficult as it requires a lot of creativity and
efforts. Even before that both parties must be willing to find a mutualy
acceptable solution.

This willingness to resolve the issue in a mutually beneficia way is even
not found usually, because both want to get their demands fully met. One wishes
to dominate over the other especially when at a relatively more advantageous
position in terms of resources and power. Many atime, might wins over the right.
In the process, the weaker party’s genuine aspirations and demands go unfulfilled

and unheard.
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Thus when might is right and brute force dominates the weak and the
meek, conflicts are not resolved and the causes that led to the conflict remain
afresh only to erupt as abigger conflict at alater time. Thus violence breads more
violence, perpetuates the problem and often leads to denial or demise of justice.
Momentary glory can at the maximum, be achieved through violence.

An idea solution shall go to the root of the conflict and address the exact
cause. It should not lead to any negative consequence subsequently. It should not
be a quick-fix, reactionary effort that resolves the conflict temporarily.

Thus to resolve a conflict truly, a solution based on non-violence is the
necessity. Non-violence based on truth that caters to the democratic aspiration is
the effective way to resolve a conflict.

Barriers to resolve a conflict

The differences among the men become barriers for peaceful co-existence
and afew among them are

1) Different social, political, economic, religious, regional background.
i)  ldeological differences.

iii)  Differencesin intellectual capacities.

Iv)  Language

V) Lack of effective communication.

vi)  Lack of proper knowledge, skills and efforts.

vii) Lack of tolerance

viii) Unequal socia structure.

iIX)  Uneven distribution of power and privileges

X)  Common perception that might is right.

Usualy lack of effective communication is the major reason for many
conflicts Irrational decisions due to lack of sufficient knowledge and creativity
also lead to conflicts. A level playing field for al the players is essential for a
smooth coexistence and wherever the field is unequal and uneven conflicts are
bound to arise.

Though non-violence is halled as a lofty ideal, the common perception is

that it is but an ineffective and impractical tool to resolve conflicts. Non-violence
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is often perceived to be the equivalent of weakness and cowardice. In fact only
the bravest can resort to non-violence. However the common perception is on the
contrary owing to the animal instinct in man. Over coming all these barriers

should be the objective of any conflict resolution strategy.

Non-violent ways to resolve conflict

The importance of love and non-violence has been preached by all the
religions and intellectuals like Jesus, Buddha, Thiruvalluvar, Gandhi for ages.
Their lives are themselves lessons of non-violence and their teachings form the
core principles of non-violence.

In modern times, non-violent ways for resolving a conflict are many and a
few among them are

1) Pettitions

i)  Peaceful processions

iii)  Dialogue, diplomacy, negotiations
Iv)  Peaceful demonstrations, fasts, etc.

These non-violent responses to a conflict have a genuine merit in them,
which isthat it is inclusive of both the strong and the weak. Anyone could resort
to non-violence.

This very aspect of inclusiveness was the reason for mass participation in
the non-violent freedom struggle led by Gandhiji. This feature of non-violence
that gives voice to the voiceless is the essence of democracy.

Mahatma Gandhi once said, “My notion of democracy is that under it the
weakest should have the same opportunity as the strongest. This can never
happen except through non-violence.” Thus non-violence and democracy are
perfectly compatible and made for each other.

Moreover, non-violent responses are relatively better as the losses on either
sides, especialy the weaker side are minimal. Problem often does not perpetuate

further and often justice is done.
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Precedents of non-violent struggles

Though non-violence is perceived by many to be impractical, history has
lots of precedents where non-violent struggles had been enormously successful,
among the many who advocated and practiced non-violence. He’s none other
then Mahatma Gandhi who enunciated simple but effective non-violent
strategies. Gandhi’s name has almost become synonymous with non-violence.

Mahatma Gandhi drew his inspiration from a lot of resources that had been
developed prior to his time. Noble thoughts from religious books like Gita and
the words of intellectuals like Voltaire, fuelled his thought process on non-
violence. Practical applications of the principles were aso found across the
globe.

The swadeshi movement consequent to the partition of Bengal, in 1905
also shaped his thoughts on non-violent struggle.

In September, 1906 a protest meeting was held at the Empire Theatre in
Johannesburg where it was decided by a group led by Gandhiji to disobey the
draft Asiatic Law Amendment Ordinance. This could be said as the first instance
where Gandhiji had tried to put his thoughts into practice. Later when the
ordinance became law in July ‘1907, it was defied without violence.

With the experience gained in South Africa, Gandhiji started his practice of
non-violence in India against the mighty British Empire. He sensed the pulse of
the masses to the hilt and found that only non-violence could effectively suit the
Indian masses. It was both socially and physically inclusive. Mass mobilization
became easier when everyone sensed the uniqueness and simplicity of the
struggle.

Mahatma Gandhi was a stern believer in the principles of non-violence
where he didn’t distinguish much between state violence and popular violence.
Even when mass mobilization was hugely successful and the morale at its peak,
Gandhi was firm enough in his belief when he prematurely withdrew the non-

violent movement in response to popular violence at Chauri-chaura in 1922.
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When the entire west and people even in India was sceptic of non-violence as a
tool and more so, when it’s used against the most powerful empire the world has
ever seen, Mahatmafully understood its potential and finally proved he was right.
He clarified to the world by saying, “My mission is to teach by example and
precept under severe restraint the use of matchless weapon of Satyagraha, which
isadirect corollary of non-violence and truth.”

After Gandhiji pioneered the effective application of non-violence in mass
struggles, the world realized its potential. There are several instances across the
globe for its successful application.

Western concept of non-violence advocates peace research and non-
participation on pacifist grounds. This sort of non-violence is more suitable for
secondary conflicts. For acute conflicts, where compromise is not possible or
justice is seriousdy endangered, such non-violent practices seem highly
insufficient. The principles and practices advocated by Mahatma Gandhi are
found to be more appropriate in case of acute conflicts. Mahatma’s formulations
of struggle against injustice without resorting to violence, were based on a solid
foundation of truth. While holding the key to resolve acute conflicts, his non-
violence strategy also could empower the oppressed.

Successful applications of non-violent struggle against injustice were on
the rise after the end of Second World War.

Dr. Martin Luther King led from the front in the non-violent American
Civil Rights struggle for securing the rights of the highly suppressed and
depressed African Americans in the 1950s and 60s. In fact, African Americans
owe a lot to the non-violent movements, for the status they have attained today.
Barrack Obama, the President of a global superpower and the latest recipient of
Nobel Peace Prize, is the perfect example of what could non-violent movements
do to uplifting and empowering the oppressed.

Nigeria secured its independence through non-violent struggles led by

Nnamdi Azikiwe.
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Kwame Akrumach did it for Ghana (then Gold Coast) through his call for
‘Positive Action’ that was a combination of non-violence, education and electoral
politics.

In 1986, the Philipinos overthrew the Marcus dictatorship by a non-violent
uprising. In 2001, ‘People Power Two’ a non-violent peoples movement ousted
President Estrada of Philippines for being corrupt.

Communist dictatorships in Poland and Czechoslovakia were put to end
using non-violent struggles, in 1989.

Serb democrats rose up against Milosevic in early October 2000 in a
carefully planned non-violent struggle led by Otpor, a movement of mostly
young people, outside the political parties and the dictatorship collapsed.

These instances of non-violent struggles against politically powerful elites
are firm evidences of non-violence as a tool. Non-violence has been used in al
the sorts of conflictsin all the possible domains.

CHIPKO ANDOLAN (hugging of trees) is a clear example of non-violent
people’s movement against power and might.

Despite these successes, the lessons are not learnt and the world is in more
danger than ever. Violence in the name of religion, region and numerous other
divisive factors is on the rise. Tragedies due to such violent responses to a
conflict are daily occurrences these days.

Terrorism naxalism have endangered every human’s lives and property all
over the world. Peace has become a distant dream for a vast majority of the
world’s population. Territorial disputes like that in Palestine, Kashmir or class
struggles in central and northern India stand unresolved due to the paths chosen
by those who stand for their cause.

Mahatma Gandhiji rightly said, “The only way to deal with violence is to
understand what is the root cause of that violence. [Violence] may only postpone

violence to another day.”
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Thus violence only perpetuates the crisis by postponing it to alater point of
time. When Mahatma Gandhi heard about the bombarding of Hiroshimain 1945,
he said “Unless the world now adopts non-violence, it will spell certain suicide
for mankind”,

The visionary statement had been gaining more and more relevance as the
world gets globalized. The path many have chosen today, makes it an urgent
necessity to spread the message of non-violence not just for resolving the

conflicts but for saving the entire mankind.

Promoting Principles of Non-violence

In the current scenario of consistent eruption of conflicts across the world,
conflict resolution strategies become complex and require dedicated devotion of
intellectuals across the globe. Non-violence as a tool needs to be researched upon
so as to evolve principles that cater to the diverse conflicts.

Before pondering over the development of non-violence principles, the
various barriers along the route need to be addressed. Mg or obstacles are,

1) Lack of significant understanding of means of conflict and dynamics of
the working of non-violence struggle.

i) Ignorance about the range of available non-violence methods and the
‘Know-how’ to implement them.

1)  Limited knowledge of the experience of others who had struggled by
relative means.

iv)  Abundance of misconceptions and misrepresentations.

V) Lack of essentia information and guidance.

vi)  lrresponsibility of the government machinery that does not respond
positively to non-violence protests.

vii)  Lack of strategic planning.

A platform for effective implementation of the principles of non-violence

can be laid only when the above barriers are effectively overcome.
To promote the principles of non-violence in conflict resolution, a lot
needs to be done. The essentia steps to be taken are

) Dissemination of the realization that non-violence is the tool to resolve
acute conflicts
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1)  Research on efficient and effective non-violent practices.

lii)  Strategic analysis and planning to understand the dynamics and
workings of non-violence struggle.

iv)  Policy studiesfor dealing with different types of conflict situations like

Dictatorships

Coup de’etats.

Foreign aggression and occupations

Social and economic injustices

Violation of human rights

Inducement of violence in the name of religion, region, language,

etc.

V) Respecting and responding to non-violent means of communication or
protests, in a positive way.

vi)  Spread of the message through education and fostering a way of life
that is compatible with non-violence.

Innovative ways are needed to be found to inculcate the thought of non-
violence deep in the minds of the people. Mere condemnations of violence and
praising non-violent practices are not enough to make people believe that non-
violence is a viable action. Non-violence has to be promoted through visible
actions and tangible outputs. Its role in education, empowering masses needs to
be highlighted. Conflicts need to be resolved not just for the sake of it but to set a
precedent for the future generations to emulate that. Non-violence, as the only
option that goes to the root cause and heals that, must be practicaly
demonstrated.

The common perception that it is a weapon of the weak and is equivalent
to cowardice needs to be changed. While it is true that it is the only weapon of
the weaker sections, it must also be realized that only the brave could resort to
non-violence. Now is the time to adopt non-violent principles and practicesin a
mission made.

Conclusion
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When differences become inevitable, conflicts become unavoidable.
Promotion of tolerance and reduction of inequalities are key factors to deal with
conflicts. As Mahatma Gandhi said,

“Mutual toleration is a necessity for all time and for all races”.

While violence could gain momentary glory when dealing with conflicts, it never
resolves them. Postponing a crisis perpetuates it and in fact magnifies it. Non-
violence is the only option to heal the wounds of conflicts and finaly eradicate
them fully.

Non-violence is not pacifism as Krishnalal Shridharani rightly put, it is
“War without violence”. The diverse roles non-violent movements play in
educating, empowering masses while resolving conflicts and ensuring peace,
need to be understood and appreciated.

Violence is a broader term that includes poverty, pollution, exploitation,
deprivation and so on. As Mahatma Gandhi aptly pointed out, “Poverty is the
worst form of violence”, the other dimensions of violence need to be understood
in broader and holistic terms.

Effective and efficient principles of non-violence need to be formulated
and promoted to tackle all sorts of conflicts. The roots of violence have to be
eradicated and uprooted using the tool of non-violence. Mahatma Gandhi
enumerated the roots of violence “... wealth without work, pleasure without
conscience, knowledge without character, commerce without morality, science
without humanity, worship without sacrifice, politics without principles ”.

Today’s world needs everyone of our. Efforts to save it from the numerous
dangers posed by enemies of peace. It’s our mission to tread along the route of
non-violence to create a paradise on earth. Its not wrong if we are slow unless we
are moving towards the goal. To conclude with the words of Gandhiji, “We may
never be strong enough to be entirely nonviolent in the thought, word and deed.

But we must keep nonviolence as our goat and make strong progress towards it”.
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We must address the roots of violence

NEHA PANDEY

...... In politics as well as in private life, the surest method of
resolving conflicts, however slowly, is through a dialogue.”
Octavio Paz

There are people everywhere who want to help create a better world -
people deeply concerned about widespread suffering, environmental destruction,
escalating materialism and the loss of our sense of community. There is a deep
and growing hunger for a wiser and more loving society. Mahatma Gandhi
modelled the vision to create such a society.

He clamed the power for socia change lies within individual
consciousness. That if we really want to create a wise and loving world, we must
first become wise and loving ourselves. With a vision of a society governed by
love and the common good -- we have a powerful antidote to the violence,
distrust and division of today's politics of fear.

In practicing the relational principles of non-violence we seek to recover
and renew ourselves, our families and our politics - so violence and secrecy no
longer shape our behaviour. We realize that our lives, and those of our children,
depend on our evolution. Learning to be non-violent is a new way of living -
requiring a healing process that begins with the individual and ripples out into the
larger world. As we heal our own relations we are demonstrating that people,
organizations and governments can move the world pro-actively toward peace
and wisdom.

Non-violence means to honour the inherent worth of every human being.
In non-violence we naturally seek to understand each other, build friendship and
community. Non-violence means believing that our lives are linked together,
what we do impacts the lives of everyone we encounter. We are responsible to

and for one another. We can trust one another and work toward the common
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good. Non-violence means dedicating ourselves to the fundamental rights of
every human being (justice, equity, equality).

Non-violence is courageously choosing to practice compassion with our
adversaries. Non-violence opposes injustice, not people. Non-violence means
recognizing love as the power of the human spirit to triumph over injustice,
inequity, suffering - atrue hero's journey of personal-socia change.

Gandhian principles of non-violence included respecting others and the
interconnectedness of al life. Gandhi believed that they place value on accepting
the differences of others one must seek to move beyond acceptance into
appreciation and celebration of difference. However, Gandhi's idea of non
violence was rooted in reality cause he accepted that all forms of violence cannot
be totally eliminated. His ideas of Ahimsa or non-violence vowed to help the
adversary avoid all suffering, especialy from the conversation.

Non-violence is a way of life for courageous people. Non-violence seeks
to win friendship and understanding. Non-violence seeks to defeat injustice, not
people. Non-violence holds that suffering for a cause can educate and transform.
Non-violence chooses love instead of hate.

Gandhiji had used the strong weapon of ahimsa or non-violence to bring
independence to the country from the colonial rule. Gandhi never preached
violence-" Violence is the weapon of the weak. Non-violence is the weapon of
the strong". He recalled the Non cooperation movement when the movement was
at its zenith only cause of the Chauri-Chaura incident. He believed that people
were not ready for a revolution. And Gandhiji was aggrieved at violence. He had
been instrumental in inspiring movements for civil rights and freedom around the
globe. UN Secretary General, Ban Ki Moon stressed on the importance of
sustaining this momentum across the globe. He stated that the call to non-
violence need not apply only to the use of deadly weapon. There is an urgent
need to put an end to the human assault on our planet. Referring to the relevance

of Gandhiji's principle in the modern world, UN Secretary General, Ban Ki
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Moon called the non-violence as an enduring symbol of hope in curbing the
growing number of hostile forces. He further continued that Gandhi had foreseen
the eternal theory, which can change the world. He said, "He knew that
individuals, working alone and together, could realise what others might dismiss

as impossible dreams.

Is non-violence "feminine"?

Non-violence has hitherto been associated with women while violence is
entirely the male domain. Non violent means of resolution of conflicts like
dialogues and debates to come to a consensus is usually a female attribute while
men like to solve things fair and square more often than not through violence-
physical or verbal. Archbishop Desmond Tutu stated that if ever this world
would witness a revolution, it would be brought about by the women. They have
away of doing things- nurture and care and that can resolve even the most deep-
rooted conflictsin the world.

If not war, still a dialogue should continue. Through dialogues and
discussion, one can unearth even the most intractable conflicts. One interacts
with other on the basis of the meaning one attaches to the other. As one interacts
more and more, the meaning one holds for the other undergoes a transformation.
In addition, identity and interests of the two parties a'so change. This may lead to
a better understanding of the other parties grievances and a genuine effort might
be made to address them. This may lead to a sensitisation to the other's needs.

Generaly speaking, the first non-violent act is not fasting, but dialogue.
The other side, the adversary, is recognized as a person, he is taken out of his
anonymity and exists in his own right, for what he really is, a person. To engage
someone in dialogue is to recognize him, have faith in him. At every step in the
non-violent struggle, at every level wetry tirelessly to establish a dialogue, or re-
establish it if it has broken down.
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Nowadays, violence results from scarcity of resourcess Most of the
conflicts of the 21-century are fuelled by scarcity of resources- be it oil, water or
land. Be burning Africa, Albania or Arab-Israeli conflict and there is a need to
ensure that resources are equitably distributed across the globe. Unless and until
we hit at the root cause of violence, address |egitimate grievances, we can never

ensure a just and lasting peaceful resolution.

Dialogue conquers al:

Promoting dialogue through various means like people to people contacts
in order to ensure that the two hitherto warring parties interact amongst
themselves at economic and cultural levels is imperative. This shall ensure that
the parties develop some level of confidence and mutual trust, which is
necessary, after which they can begin interacting at the political levels to solve
the more intricate issues. For example India's multilevel talks with Pakistan to
ensure that adequate confidence and mutual trust is build between two parties. In
addition, it will lead to resolution of the Kashmir issue.

A case in point is the Sunshine policy of South Korea. The term sunshine
policy originated in The North Wind and the Sun, one of Aesop's fables. In the
fable, the sun and the wind compete to remove a man's coat. The wind blew
strongly, but the man clutched his coat and kept it on. The sun shone warmly,
and the man voluntarily took off his coat to enjoy the fine weather. The main aim
of the policy is to soften North Koreas eattitudes towards the South by
encouraging interaction and economic assistance. The Sunshine Policy was the
South Korean foreign policy towards North Korea until Lee Myung-bak's
election to presidency in 2008. The doctrine emphasizes peaceful cooperation,
seeking short-term reconciliation as a prelude to eventual Korean reunification.
Since its articulation in 1998 by South Korean President Kim Dae lung, the
policy has resulted in greater political contact between the two nations and one of

historicd moments in Korean peninsula, two Korean summits in Pyongyang
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(June 2000) which broke ground with several high-profile business ventures, and
brief meetings of separated family members. In 2000, Kim Dae lung was
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize as aresult of the Sunshine Policy.

Similarly, taking the case of Arab-Israeli Conflict, we can infer that though
not resolved, but numerous attempts have been made by the parties themselves,
the major players of the Middle East as well as the outside actors (US, EU,
Russia, UN) to resolve conflict through a dialogue. The Oslo accords of 1993
were acumination of a series of academic conferences, which were convened to
address five core issues of conflict: settlement, water, border, Jerusalem,
refugees. Even though the talks failed, the parties addressed the contentious
issues for the first time and recognised that the people wielding rifles at the other
side of the fence are a'so human beings like them. Even though the parties may
not be at peace with each other, it isimperative to continue the dialogue. Seldom,
the civil society groups and the population may, owing to their relations with the
other party may put pressure on their government to open channels of dialogue at
the political level.

However, it is unfortunate that the advocates of non-violence have more
often than not met with violent end. Gandhi, Martin Luther King and Nelson
Mandela are pioneers of non violent methods. They are embodiment of the fact
that even the most protracted and most intractable conflicts can be resolved
through non violent means successfully.

Gandhi routinely said, don't bring your opponents to their knees; bring
them to their senses. Non-violent means prevention before the crisis. Violence
says the opposite: intervention after intervention with fists, guns, bombs, and
armies. However, the level of political maturity in many of the societiesis very
low. This works against the solution of conflicts through non-violent means.
Society has to be prepared to give up arms. Resorting to arms is very easy.
Renouncing war as a means of resolving conflict is difficult. However, just and

lasting peace can be ensured only through non-violent means.
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Keeping the spirit of Mahatma Gandhi alive:

Best way to promote peace is to promote development. No principle of
non-violence would work if people are empty stomach. People resort to
violence in desperate situations.

Ensure availability of food and basic necessities to the most backward and
war torn societies to ensure that their energies are channelised somewhere else in
providing basic infrastructure and facilities to their people. Be it Wangari
Mathhai, Kim de lung, Martti Athisari, Shirin Ebadi or Mohammed Y unus, they
all aim at promoting development to ensure dividends for peace.

Conflict, by definition, means only this. we need to change our way of
dealing with each other; the old way no longer works. Conflict is a neutra term,
neither positive nor negative. It's not you against me; it's you and me against the
problem. The problem is the problem. Most people and nations go into battle
convinced, I'm right, you're wrong; I'm good, you're evil; I'm wise, you're
foolish; I'm going to win, you're going to lose. Even if one side does win, the first
reaction of the loser is, | want a rematch: I'll come back with meaner words,
harder fists and bigger bombs. Then you'll learn, then you'll be good and then
welll have peace forever. Thisis an illusion, but few can give it up. By focusing
on the problem, and not the person with the problem, a climate of cooperation,

not competition, is enhanced.

Towards a "culture of non violence':

Nelson Mandela stated that the Twentieth century would be remembered
as a century marked by violence. It has burdened al with its legacy of mass
destruction, of violence inflicted on a scale never seen before in human history.
Less visible and more widespread is the legacy of individual suffering. This is
the suffering that reproduces itself, as generations learn from the violence of the
generations past, as victims learn from victimizers and as the socia conditions

that nurture violence are allowed to continue. No country, city or community is
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immune, but neither are we powerless against it.

Violence thrives in the absence of democracy, respect for human rights
and good governance. There is a talk about how a "culture of violence" can take
root. Patterns of violence are more pervasive and widespread in societies where
authorities endorse the use of violence through their own actions. In many
societies, violence is so dominant that it thwarts hopes of economic and socia
development.

Many who live with violence day in and day out assume that it is an
intrinsic part of the human condition, however, it is not true. Violent cultures can
be turned around. Violence can be prevented. South Africais a classic example
of how violence has been countered. Governments, communities and individuals
can make a difference.

Violence is easy. In place of weapons of violence, you have to use your
mind, your heart, your sense of humor, every faculty available to you. We owe
our children- the most vulnerable citizens in any society; a life free from
violence and fear. In order to attain this, we must be tireless in our attempts not
only to attain peace, justice and prosperity for countries, but also for
communities and members of the same communities and members of the same
family. We must address the roots of violence. Only then will we transform the

past century's legacy from a crushing burden into a cautionary |esson.
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Non-violenceis not the ultimate meansto resolve conflicts

PREETI MAITHIL

“l and the people know, what all school children learn. Those to
whom evil is done, do evil in return”.

W. H. Audens

Time and again uncompromising regimes force people into a position,
where they have nothing to loose and resort to political violence. Those who
respect human rights, value freedom and desire peace must examine the
circumstances carefully, objectively and passionately to penetrate the fog of
propaganda and censorship that obscures truth and ultimately denies justice. The
answer to this perpetual and vicious cycle of conflictsis non-violence.

Non-violence in al Indian philosophical and mythological texts is
interpreted as Ahimsa, which is a Sanskrit term, meaning to do no harm. Ahimsa
is the rule of conduct that bars the killing or injury of living bearings. In the 19"
and 20" century, prominent figures of Hindu spiritudity such as Swami
Vivekananda, Bhakti Vedanta Swami, Maharishi Raman, Maharishi Shivanand
emphasised the importance of Ahimsato all the living beings.

The term ahimsa appears in the Paittriya Samhita of the Ygurveda and
occurs several times in the Shatpatha Brahmna’ in the sense of non injury the
earliest reference to the idea of non-violence to animals apparently in the moral
sense is in the Kapisthala Katha Samiuta of the Yaurveda which have been
written in about 8" century BC. The Chandogya Upnishad which is one of the
oldest Upnishads has the earliest evidence for the use of the word Ahimsa in the
sense familiar in Hinduism is a code of conduct. It bars violence against all
creatures (Sarva Bhuto) and the practitioner of ahimsa is said to escape from the

cycle of reincarnation. It aso names ahimsa as one of the essential virtues.
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According to some interpretations, Ahimsa as described in Hindu text, does
not relates to pacifism. We can find such instances in Mahabharat where in
Krishana preaches Arjunato go for battle, but even then, he did so when al other

means of justice were exhausted.

Non violence in modern context

Adolfo Perez squirrel, the Argentinean, noble peace prize winner has
defined non-violence this way.

“Non violence is a respect for life and for the individual. That is to say,
non violence is not a method of non aggressor (as it is often considered) but
rather away of life, and away of understanding the relationship of human beings
to their fellow beings and with nature.” Based on the principles and grounds of
action, non-violence can be classified into two types.

a) Religious or spiritua: - e.g. Buddhist, Jainist or Christian (‘our religion
demands we be non violent and do not harm others, or it is a basic tenet of

our faith”) and

b) Secular e.g.: - total respect for human lifein all possible conditions. Thisis
away of life.

It is the second classification of non-violence with which we are more
concerned, for it will help us to find the solution of our problems. But to find its
roots we need not to go into the tenets of the different religion, but into the lives
of the great men that have incorporated the principles of non-violence into their
life and set a clear path before the world to follow, to live peacefully with the
fellow beings. Such great men were, epitomes of non-violence like Mahatma
Gandhi, Martin Luther King, Mother Teresa, Swami Vivekananda, Nelson
Mandela etc. It is worthwhile to look into the importance of non-violence through

the visions of these torchbearers.
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Martin Luther King Jr. has propounded a very clear set of six principles of
justice through non violence. These are as follows; He says the first principle is
that the non-violence is a way of life for courageous people. It is aggressive
spirituality both mentally and emotionally. It is aways persuading the opponent
of the righteousness of our cause. It is only passive in its non-aggression towards
its enemy. It is active non-violent resistance to the evil. The second principle
seeks to win friendship and understanding. It says the purpose of non-violence is
the creation of the beloved community and the end result of which is redemption
and reconciliation.

The third principle per se seeks to defeat injustice not people. Non-
violence recognises that evildoers are aso victims and are not evil people. The
non-violent resister seeks to defeat evil not people.

Non-violence holds that suffering can educate and transform, suffering has
the power to convert enemy when reasons fails. Non-violence accepts suffering
without retaliation, it accepts violence if necessary but never inflicts it. Non-
violence willingly accepts the consequences of its acts. This all comes under the
fourth principle of non-violence.

The fifth principle says, that the non-violence chooses love instead of hate.
It resists violence of the spirit as well as the body, and recognises the fact that all
life is inter related. Non-violent love is spontaneous, unmotivated, unselfish and
creative it gives willingly knowing perfectly well that the return will be hostility.
Non-violent love is active and not passive. It is unending in its ability to forgive
in order to restore harmony. It never sinks to the level of hater. Love for the
enemy is now we demonstrate love for ourselves. Love restores community and

resistsinjustice.

In the sixth principle, king says the non-violence believes that the universe
is on the side of justice. The non-violent believer had deep faith that justice will

eventually win. Non-violence believesthat God is a God of justice.
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Gandhi and his mantra

Unlike Martin Luther King, the principles of non violence propounded by
Mahatma Gandhi, who brought freedom to a million people from the imperia
powers without even raising a finger, are much simpler in essence and much
more easier to adhereto.

He says non-violence is when you vow to respect others and the inter
connectedness of all life when you vow to understand the “why” (meaning
behind behaviour) for your self and others out of respect and understanding, you
vow to accept the differences of others. You seek to move beyond acceptance
into appreciation and celebration of difference you commit to be truthful and
authentic and to confront untruth wherever you find it. You take on without
complaint any suffering that results from your confrontation with untruth.

You also accept that all forms of violence cannot be totally eliminated.
You vow to help your adversary avoid all suffering, especialy from your
confrontation. Beyond personal necessities, you see yourself as god’s trustee over
your possessions and talents. You promise to use them to empower other and
make things fair for all.

Mahatma Gandhi says that it takes a fairly strenuous course of training to
attain to a mental state of non-violence. In daily life it has to be a course of
discipline unless there is hearty cooperation of the mind, the mere outward
observance will be simply a mask, harmful both to man himself and to others.
The perfect state is reached only when mind, and body and speech are in proper
coordination. But he says that it’s always a case of immense mental struggle. “It
is not that | am incapable of anger for instance, but | succeed on amost al
accessions to keep any feelings under control”

He emphasizes non violence is the weapon for the strong, with the weak it
might easily be hypocrisy. Fear and love are contradictory terms. Love is reckless
in giving away oblivious as to what it gets in return. He adds that every problem

ends itself to solution, if we are determined to make the law of truth and non-
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violence the law of life. For him, the truth and non-violence were the faces of the

same coin.

How conflicts originate?

Conflicts are usually the natura disagreement resulting from individual or
groups or even countries that differ in beliefs, attitudes, vaues or needs. It can
also originate from past rivalries and differences of ideologies. Other causes of
conflict include trying to negotiate before the timing is right or before needed
information is available. The most common causes of the conflicts continue to be
communication failure, value and goa differences, methodological differences,
substandard performance, lack of cooperation, differences regarding authority
and those regarding responsibility, competition over resources, non compliance
with the rules. Thus we can conclude that conflict per se is “when two or more
parties with percelved incompatible goals, seek to undermine each other’s goal
seeking capability. In political terms conflict can refer to wars revolutions, and
other struggles, which may involve force.

Unfortunately, when we look around we find that, the world is in a
continuous state of conflicts, coercion and revolutions. No matter, how hard we
try to trace the roots of the non-violence in history and mytheology; the traces of
wars, battles and conflicts over shadow them. Thousands of people die, or
become maimed, children became orphan, women turn into widows, crores of
rupees of human property was destroyed, but the countries of the world have
always found areason or another to fight among themselves.

The number of cumulative fatalities in the Somalia civil war 300,000 to
400,000. The war in Afghanistan killed more than seventy thousand people even
though US is yet not able to justify the reason for this war. Iraq war costed about
60,000 to 80,000 human casualties and the figures are still increasing. The war in
north-western Pakistan took the lives of approximately thirteen thousand, nine

hundred people. Nearly eleven thousand people lost their lives in the Mexican
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drug war. Similar number of human beings succumbed to death in conflicts all
over the world ranging from, Burma, Colombia, Islamic insurgency in Colombia,
Turkey and Kurdistan, East Turkestan, Nigeria, Yemen, Chad, Senegal,
Chechnya, Kossovo Georgia etc.

At the country level, we will find, India, is perhaps sitting on a volcano of
conflicts, which may erupt any moment and devastate the country. The issue of
Kashmir continues to be the most important and demanding conflict, the solution
of which India is trying to find out since past sixty years, but the result is still
illusionary.

If we look towards the northeast India, the situation is not much better; the
landscape is torned between insurgency operations, continues armed incursions
from China, regional disability and increasing Naxalism.

Naxalism had nearly devastated the whole red corridor of India and had
turned it really red. Nearly 35% of India’s states have been suffering from this
problem and the number is ever increasing despite the efforts of the government.

The same story goes for the terrorism. Every year, there are major and
minor terror attacks in almost entire country and thousands of innocent people
lose their lives and properties. No matter how well the government tries, it fails to
hit the root cause of the problem and therefore the problem continues.

But the list of countrywide conflicts is not exhausting yet. We fight for
water, the case related to river water sharing among the states, have lasted more
than past 50 years and even now there is no scope in the near future, to get a
solution, that befits all the concerned states.

We fight for religion, Graham Stains was burnt alive along with his two
sons in Orissa, we went on rioting, spilling blood of our fellow country men on
trivial issues, we fight for temples, mosques and churches, though we never pay

need to the sums and huts of the poors.
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We fight for region; we fight for language, for our caste, creed and faith.
We segregate on sex, on colour and in modern times, we discriminate on
education level, income disparity and the living standards.

At a more micro level, we find that there are conflicts within individuals,
within families and societies. Joint families are seriously reducing in numbers,
because we have lost our ability to adjust, we have lost our compassion for our
siblings rest alone for the society; The number of heinous crimes like rape and
murder are increasing in the society, because we are turning increasingly cruel

and the essence of empathy is dying from our conscience.
The way out?

The way out is a serious question; but the answer lies within some where
deep inside, our body which is still intact and which can feel. As Martin Luther
King has rightly said “Non-violence means avoiding not only external physical
violence but also internal violence of spirit. You not only refuse to shoot a man,
but you refuse to hate him”. In his opinion, the strength of the person lies not in
his muscles but in his heart and it is this strength on which we can aways fall
back for the resolution of any kind of conflict. If we see at the world level, we
will find that there are many instances, when, a non-violent saint is able to
resolve a problem, without even raising a finger, thereby preventing the blood

bath of hundreds and thousands of men and women.

Other than Martin Luther King himself, we find Mahatma Gandhi who not
only brought freedom to Indians, but gave them a new way of life called ahinsa.
His propounding on satygriha still guides the way of the fellow human beings.

We have Nelson Mandela, who fought for the rights of his people, who
spent years in jail, but stood to his point and finaly got what he and his people
deserved.

We have world leaders like Dalai Lama, Ang San Suu Kyi and many more
who followed the path of satyagraha and won their rights.
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The instances of preachers of non-violence also occur at the national level
where Sundar Lal Bahuguna and Chandi Prasad Bhatt who peacefully stood to
their grounds to protect the trees and the larger environment. We have Baba
Amte and his team who worked for the upliftment of the poor. We aso have
Raendra Singh of Tarun Bharat Sangh who saved every drop of water in
Rajasthan. These all were the followers of the non-violence and proved that
Gandhi was no utopian, but the Gandhian principles were relevant earlier and

will always be relevant for the country like yours.
To Conclude

With the discussion we can conclude, that whether it is a conflict between
countries, regions, religions, caste, creed, society or individual, the answer to it
lies in the essence of non-violence. But it so happens that we learn it the harder
way. Ashoka learned it after the Kalinga war; United States learned it after
devastating Afghanistan and Irag.

We must try to understand first that why does a conflict arise and what
went wrong right in the beginning. The problems like naxalism and terrorism, at
their roots have human beings suffering from hunger, suffering from neglect,
discrimination against fellow humans, criticized for being different either of
religion or caste, wealth or standards of living, here is the place where non-
violence come in. It lies in the equitable distribution of resources, it shines in
inclusive growth, it lies in secularism in its entirety, it lies in dignity of labour, it
liesin Bharat growing with India.

Even at the individua family and societal level, what we must understand,
is that a pure conscience is the greatest strength a man can ever achieve, and so
we must try and try hard to keep it so.

We must adhere to the principles of non-violence, not just to resolve

conflicts, but to prevent the conflicts; non-violence is neither the only nor the
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ultimate means to resolve the conflicts but the other option that is violence should

only be used, when al other options have been exhausted.

Finally, to quote Gandhi:

“For a non-violent person, whole world is one family. He will thus fear

none, nor will othersfear him”
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The struggle to overcome violence isimportant to end violence per se

Rahul V C

"I have nothing new to teach the world. Truth and non-violence are
asold asthe hills. All I have done is to try experiments in both on as
vast ascaleas| could."

Mahatma Gandhi

Hatred and fighting cannot bring happiness to anyone, even to the winners
of battles. Violence produces misery and is always counter-productive. It is,
therefore, time for the entire world to learn to transcend the differences of race,
culture, and ideology, and to regard one another through eyes that see the
common human situation. The concept of non-violence is not new. Its origin can
be traced back to olden days even before the Christ. When we look at the past we
can see that in ancient days there was a non-violent method of conflict
resolutions among humans, which is evident by the skill of food gathering as
well as colonization. Entire life of Jesus can be given as one of the best examples
of non-violence style of living in which, throughout he preaches the same. Jesus
incarnates a non-violent God and spends his life teaching and practicing non-
violence. Non-violence concept has been successfully carried in later periods by
eminent personalities like Gandhi and Martin Luther King. They have proved
that it's an efficient tool for protest which developed a non-violent ideology
which leads to the evolution of many followers and thinkers for this method. In
.the present world it is considered as a good and efficient tool and worldwide
spread of groups using non-violent direct action is been mushrooming.

We know that civilization on the earth cannot move forward with the
principles of hatred and fighting any more. In a different angle we can say that
man is not equipped with a strong claws, powerful vision, sharp teeth or such
natural weapons, which an animal possess for fighting but blessed with
communication skills for collective problem solving. So it's time to think about a

different principle for the social well being of all. Although the concept of non-
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violence is increasingly accepted by people, non-violence remains mysterious,
controversial, or both. Most people don't know the power of the non-violence and
wonder at it. The reason for this doubt is that non-violence cannot be simply
applied in any conflict because of the rarity of successful long-term non-violent
protests. This could be probably because there are only old examples of non-
violence mode of fighting and no new great examples to be cited. This confusion
has to be cleared immediately in order for an efficient spreading of the message
of non-violence as non-violent protest. The method of non-violence is influenced
by various mechanisms and dynamics, most notably determined and shaped by
the nature of the conflict and the culture of the protesters, which is very
important.

It was Gandhi who gave the West the term "non-violence", as an English
trandation of the Sanskrit ahimsa which appears frequently in Hindu, Jain and
Buddhist literature. "Ahimsa' is composed of the negative prefix a and the noun
himsa, which means the desire to harm or do violence to a living being. Ahimsa
is therefore the recognition, the taming, the mastery and the transmutation of the
desire for violence which is to be found in human beings and which leads them to
want to push aside, shut out, eliminate and harm their fellows. Ahimsa is a
technique by which people who reject passivity and submission, and who see
struggle as essential, can wage their conflict without violence. One should be
clear that non-violent action is not an attempt to avoid or ignore conflict. It is one
response to the problem of how to act effectively in all spheres of life, especialy
how to wield powers effectively. It is not amoral choice but it has evolved in the
adaptive strategy of human beings. It is an aternative to either armed resistance
or passive acceptance of the status quo. It is both a strategy and a philosophy,
which rejects violence as a means to promote change, and instead aims to change
power relations through assertive acts of refusal to do something or actively

challenging the status quo.
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A non-violent strategy alows for a broader and therefore larger
participation among the citizenry than armed conflict does. Non-violent tactics
including strikes, boycotts, marches, sit-ins and blockades have played a central
role in movements for the rights of women, workers and indigenous people. Non-
violence has along association with the movements [or environmental protection,
nuclear disarmament and international solidarity since it involves bravery,
courage and personal strength. One of the advantages of non-violence is that, it
doesn't depend on physical strength or weapons, it can be used by almost anyone:
women and men, old people and young people. Its power doesn't come from
access, to externa resources, but from human qualities available to all people
courage, creativity, self-discipline, co-operation, conviction, compassion. When
these qualities are combined with a common understanding of the political
dynamics that enable non-violence to succeed, dramatic social change occurs
with surprising speed. Moreover it requires organization, discipline, persistence
in the face of repression and strategic application where these skills can be
learned and systematically applied. In a broader aspect non-violence is not
primarily a method of action, but an attitude; essentialy, a benevolent and
generous way of looking on one's fellow humans.

Non-violence can be principled or pragmatic. Principled non-violence is
often rooted in traditional or religious beliefs and customs, or in moral principles
alone. It is based on a moral stand, an ethical code which disallows the practice
of violence, often throughout all actions of life Principled non-violent
‘practitioners do not necessarily utilize non-violent actions and strategies, though
they at times use. Principled non-violence includes such diverse beliefs as
pacifism, a generally non-active form of resistance to violence. An example for
this is Tibetan Buddhist followers. Whereas Pragmatic non-violence is best
understood as the decision to use non-violence based upon practical strategic
considerations. It does not rely on a fundamental commitment to non-violence,

which extends to all situations; it may be limited only to the situation at hand.
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Pragmatic non-violence is based upon the use of proactive, positive non-violent
strategies and actions. It seeks to change the status quo, ranging in individua
cases from specific policies, which affect a specific group to the overdl
dynamics of power in a society.

Coming to the concept of conflict, conflict is defined as a "rea or
perceived difference which may affect actions or outcomes that we believe are
important”. When dealing with the conflict matters the question which arises in
common man's mind is that whether this method is efficient or not in conflict
resolution. The traditional non violent groups like Tibetans which have non-
violence concept penetrated in their mind prove that it is successful whereas the
African anti apartheid groups where the non violence has not penetrated into
their minds also has attained some goals with the principle of non-violence. In
general we can say due to the presence of non-violent tradition in a community,
will help in having a non-violent action, but success cannot be assured
completely as it depends on various factors like organization, discipline,
persistence in the face of repression and strategic application. Fear in minds
arises as the non-violent actions are forcibly suppressed which leads to dropping
of the tactic and leads to its failure. Some violent conflicts which began non-
violently have continued for decades, costing lives and consuming resources,
without addressing the root causes of the dispute. With non-violence there
remains no clear and generaly accepted measurement for effectiveness and
judging efficiency remains a largely subjective undertaking. So the efficiency
matters should be learned from the past non-violent movements and their
achievements as afirst step. In general we can generalize to some extent that the
effectiveness of the non-violence struggle in conflict resolution can be attributed

to various factors like: -

e Strong and responsible leadership
e Dedicated, educated and disciplined populace
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e Cohesive organizational structure
¢ Resourcesand
e Strategies.

Strong and responsible leadership

It is difficult to obtain success for a movement without attributing it in
large part to the ability of the leaders to organize their people and world opinion
in favour of their cause and to have the strength and discipline to adhere strictly
to non-violent means. Mahatma Gandhi and the Reverend Martin Luther King Jr.
were exceptiona individuals, without them these movements might never have
been effective. Contemporary examples of such leaders include His Holiness the
Dalai Lama of Tibet, the late Ken Saro- Wiwa of the Ogoni, and Dr. Sulgjman
Ugljanin of Sanjak etc.

Qualities identified for strong responsible leadership included dedication,
the ability to think strategically, diplomacy, honesty, patience, incorruptibility,
determination, and courage. Corrupt or disingenuous leadership can be
detrimental to a movement, and power struggles within it can damage its
credibility and ability to survive. Additionally, there is a danger in over-reliance
on a particular leader or leaders, particularly if they are suddenly absent; either
through assassination, imprisonment or exile then it results in the collapse of the

whole system.

Dedicated, educated and disciplined populace

To be effective as a non-violent force, they must share common values and
moral principles, and agree on the means to achieve their goals. The population
should be prepared for struggle. Logistical concerns, such as interna
communications, provision for the population's physical necessities, including
medical assistance for injured resisters, and establishing communications should
be there. Another important factor is building internal solidarity, education and

training programs which are devel oped within movements can be also used.
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Cohesive organizational structure

In a non-violent campaign, one segment can discredit an entire movement
if it uses violence or otherwise acts in contravention to the policies of the larger
group. Thus, cohesiveness is essential to an organization without which the non-
violence method leads to utter failure. Democracy was aso seen as one way to

mitigate potential or actual damaging monopoly by leaders for maintaining it.

Resources

Financia resources, material resources, technical resources, human and
time resources are very important, and should be included in strategic planning.
But the question is that from what source these resources could be made
available remains as a challenge. So it requires proper planning before leaping
into the struggle.
Strategies

Strategies are an essence of non-violent conflict resolution. Strategies need
to be developed on the macro as well as on the micro levels, with both long and
short-term goals developed from clear objectives. They must be based on in-
depth analyses of the situation. The strengths and weaknesses of opponent of the
non-violent movement and other internal and external conditions must all be
considered. Strategies should be reviewed frequently as the conflict unfolds. It is
also important that one should remember that each strategy is relative to a
‘particular context and cannot be duplicated from situation to situation. It is
important to separate our feelings of desperation from our best thinking.
Unrealistic hopes for a quick "victory" impede the development of any kind of
effective strategy.

People have to redlize that non-violence is a form of fighting in order for
efficient use of the tool. The argument against the non-violence is that it's not
successful, but neither a violent action too. Non-violence, the strategy of "waging

good conflict”, can be applied in all conflict situations should be imprinted into
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the minds of people. It demands making a conscious decision to regard the
opponents as human beings, same as we, and actively confront them with moral
power without causing them physical or psychological damage. Non-violence is
a means of resistance and therefore related to conflict instead of peace. Non-
violence is necessarily a safer alternative to violence if the protesters do not
renounce to violence. Admittedly, non-violence in the truest sense is not a
strategy that one uses simply because it is expedient at the moment; non-violence
is ultimately a way of life that men live by because of the sheer morality of its
claim. But even granting this, the willingness to use non-violence as a technique
is a step forward. For he who goes this far is more likely to adopt non-violence
later as away of life.

To sum up protesters can opt for non-violence because violence is not
possible or out of a firm commitment for non-violence. Non-violent principles
cannot be preached in any conflict regardless of the cultural environment which
mayor may not alienate protesters from accepting its philosophy. Practicaly, a
non-violent strategy allows for a broader and therefore larger participation among
the citizenry than armed conflict does. What is required to resolve conflict is not
more arms but a sensitive understanding of our common human condition? What
Dalai Lama said on non-violenceistrue, that it leads to balanced attitude towards
oneself and towards others, which will initiate, developed ways of thinking in a
person.

It is quite natural for all of us to fedl hogtility toward those who harm us,
and to feel attachment toward our loved ones. It is a natural human feeling, so we
must make that transition from these inherently biased fedlings toward a state of
greater equanimity: After al we are human beings and not machines. Therefore,
we must think seriously about our own inner abilities and deeper values. Human
affection, honesty, discipline and human intelligence guided by good motivation
are these basic human qualities which is necessary to understand and overcome

the enemy within us which stands as an obstacle for adopting the non-violence
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concept. In other words the struggle to overcome violence is important not only
in order to achieve justice for the world but aso to end violence per se. As a
method of activism non-violence guarantees no automatic and unfailing success,
no method of conflict resolution does. For those who are pessimistic about the
ability of non-violence to resolve conflicts, | like to quote Gandhi's probable
response with the words. 'Have you tried? | have, and it works. Ultimately,
exponents of ideological non-violence argue, it works because it seeks to deal

with the causes, rather than the symptoms, of conflict.
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Non-violence is mightier than the mightiest

RUCHESH JAIVANSHI

“An eye for an eye makes the whole world blind."

In these few words Mahatma Gandhi has conveyed the whole import
and meaning of a non-violent way of life. The term non-violence is perhaps
the only negative phrase in the world, which has only positive connotations.
The phrase in itself is so wide meaning that it may encompass every virtue
of human civilization. It forms the bedrock of the values of cooperation,
love, peace, harmony, empathy, and above all justice, freedom and
democracy.

Though Gandhi was not the originator of the principles of non-
violence, he certainly was the first one to apply it in the context of political
action at a massive scale. His experiments with non-violence not only
established it as a value of tremendous practical significance but also paved
the way for rest of the world to follow suit. The most important example is
Rev. Martin Luther King (Jr.). He once said, "Christ gave us the goals and
Mahatma Gandhi the tactics. " His preaching based on Gandhian lines was the
cornerstone of the struggle for equal rights for the people of color in USA.

Gandhi and non-violence are so deeply identified with each other, that
any discussion on non-violence will critically hinge on the thoughts and
actions of Mahatma Gandhi and his experiments with various facets of non-
violence. The principle is not new to Indian philosophy. It has been away a
life for Indian people for over a couple of Millennia. The religions and
ideologies of Jainism and Buddhism have non-violence as the central thread
binding various teachings of the religion. Gandhi only helped Indian people
regenerate their inner strengths by reminding them that “Ahimsa Paramo

Dharma" i.e. non-violence is the greatest religion of al and in fact forms the
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foundation of every true religion that humanity has seen since the dawn of
civilization.

Non-violence as a strategy of resolving conflicts has proven its worth
beyond any doubt. The most significant victory of non-violence came when a
poor and weak country like India won its freedom from the hands of the
mighty British without any significant violence, especially when compared to
similar freedom struggles of other countries. It still remains a mystery for
most of the uninitiated ones as how did a 'naked Fakir, as British called
Mahatma Gandhi, won India's freedom using the weapon of non violence and
associated principle of Satyagriha. Later on the struggle for independence of
the South African people was led from the front by Nelson Mandela, a self
avowed disciple and ardent follower of Gandhi himself. The struggle of
people with color in USA for their civil rights was like an independence
movement in itself. They finally won their freedom and equal status in
American society by basing their struggle mainly on the principle of non-
violence under the leadership of Martin Luther King Jr.

Then in the 1960s Cesar Chavez organized a campaign of non-violence
to protest the treatment of farm workers in California. As Chavez once
explained, "Non-violence is not inaction. It is not for the timid or the weak. It
is hard work; it is the patience to win." Another recent non-violent movement
was the "Velvet Revolution”, a non-violent revolution in Czechoslovakia that
saw the overthrow of the Communist government in 1989. It is seen as one of
the most important of the Revolutions of 1989. Most recently, as a result of
non-violence, Leymah Gbowee and the women of Liberia were able to
achieve peace after a 14-year civil war.

Many a time non-violence and pacifism are taken to be synonyms, but
they are entirely different terms. While pacifism remains largely an
individual renunciation of violence on moral or spiritual grounds, non

violence has come to be firmly established as a strategy which presupposes
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the attainment of some sort of socio political change as can be seen from the
above examples. Non-violence is the virtue of persistent struggle and can
only be sustained with great mental and moral strength.

According to Martin Luther King Jr. non-violence rests on following
SiX principles-

> Nonviolence is away of life for courageous people.

> Nonviolence seeks to win friendship and understanding.

> Nonviolence seeks to defeat injustice not people.

> Nonviolence holds that suffering can educate and transform.

> Nonviolence chooses love instead of hate.

> Nonviolence believes that the universe is on the side of justice.

Martin Luther believes that non-violent struggle is active non-violent
resistance to evil. It requires practicing of aggressive spirituality, mentally
and emotionally. The end result of non-violence is redemption and
reconciliation. In fact when Nelson Mandela became the head of an
independent South Africa, he constituted a Truth and Reconciliation Council
to try the people guilty of racial discrimination. The purpose of the council
was not to punish the guilty but to reconcile them with a progressive
ideology. This was perfectly in line with the Gandhian thought which says
that "the science of non-violence alone can lead one to pure democracy ... Power
based on love is thousand times more effective and permanent than power
derived fromfear of punishment".

Non-violence knows that the evildoer is as much a victim as the victim
of his act. It's suggested that we must not hate the evildoer but must strive to
eliminate the evil. The suffering has a lot of educative value for a believer in
non-violence. He believes that suffering has the power to convert the enemy
when reason fails. Non-violence resists violence of the spirit as well as the
body. Non-violent love is spontaneous, unmotivated, unselfish and creative.

It gives willingly knowing that the return might be hostility. It is un-ending in
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its ability to forgive in order to restore community. It does not sink to the
level of the hater. Love for the enemy is how we demonstrate love for
ourselves. Non-violence is deeply rooted in the belief that God is on the side
of justice and justice will eventually win.

Non-violence has various facets. In its philosophical form it rests on
the cardinal principle of love for the enemy or the realization of the humanity
of all people. The goal is not to defeat the enemy but to win them over and
create love and harmony between al. It is this principle, which is most
closely associated with spiritual or religious justifications of non-violence,
the central tenets of which can be found in each of the major Abrahamic
religious traditions (Islam, Judaism and Christianity) as well as in the major
Dharmic religious traditions (Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism and Sikh ism).

The pragmatic form of non-violence emphasizes to create a socidl
dynamic or political movement that can effect social change without necessarily
winning over those who wish to maintain the status quo. In modern industrial
societies non-violence has been used extensively in various socio politica
movements like that of labour, peace, environment, and women's movements.
One very recent example of success of Gandhian principles of non-violence has
been in the success of the 'Chipko Movement' to save trees in the hills of
Uttarakhand. In 1989, thirteen nations in Eastern Europe comprising
1,695,000,000 people experienced non-violent revolutions that succeeded
beyond anyone's wildest expectations. And if we combine al the countries
touched by non-violent revolution in last century viz Korea, Philippines, South
Africa, and India, the figure becomes a staggering 65 % of the humanity, which
has experienced the force of non-violence as an instrument of struggle for ajust
and humane society! This must leave no doubt about the pragmatic significance
of non-violence as a protest ideology

But how to put non-violence to work? The answer has actually been

provided in the numerous writings of Mahatma Gandhi. He offered a very
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powerful tool in the form of 'Satyagraha’ which formed the cornerstone of his
non violent struggle. It is a form of non-violent non-cooperation with the
oppressor in which the protestors must be ready to face highest form of violence
including sacrificing their lives for the just cause. This, Gandhi maintains, is not
the work of a coward. It isone of the highest examples of courage. The firmness
of Gandhi's belief in the strategy of non violence can be deduced from the
following assertion made by him in his book 'For Pacifists which says, "If the
non-violent society is attacked from without, there are two ways open to non-
violence. To yield possession, but non-cooperate with the aggressor ... prefer
death to submission. The second way would be non-violent resistance by the
people who have been trained in the non-violent way ... The unexpected
spectacle of endless rows upon rows of men and women simply dying rather
than surrender to the will of an aggressor must ultimately melt him and his
soldiery ... A nation or group which has made non-violence its final policy
cannot be subjected to savery even by the atom bomb .... The level of non-
violence in that nation, if that even happily comes to pass, will naturally have
risen so high asto command universal respect:"

The virtue of Gandhian philosophy is that despite its extreme advocacy it
offers practical solutions to most of the problems. Gandhi acknowledges the fact
that this high capacity to sacrifice may not be found at al times, so he offers the
moderate way of peaceful non cooperation. Martin Luther King Jr. has also
offered a working philosophy of non-violence, which is more or less derived
from Mahatma Gandhi's prescriptions only. From his writings we can actually
deduce some concrete steps to practice non-violence to resolve conflicts and
reconcile warring interests.

Firstly, one must concentrate on learning about various facets of the
problem from all the sources possible. Taking directly to the affected people is
the best way. Second step would be to educate others especialy the friends

neighbours, relatives, and as many people from the community as possible. A
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team of community members, including at least few of the directly affected
persons, must be formed for finding solutions. Thirdly, the team must resolve to
stay committed in face of obstacles whatever their severity is. Fourthly, talking to
both the sides in the conflict is important. On one hand there will be people who
will be affected by the society'sill and on the other there will the perpetrators of
those ills. If the negotiations fail, then it's time for action. It can include peaceful
demonstrations, courting arrest, writing letters etc. And lastly the team must keep
al actions and negotiations peaceful and constructive. The team must agree to
disagree with some people and with some groups as the work is aimed at
improving the society. All involved must be shown the benefits of changing, not
what they will give up by changing.

In the area of conflict resolution Mary Parker Follet, an American Scholar
made seminal contribution in the early Twentieth century. Talking way ahead of
her times, she proposed that conflicts must not be avoided or feared; on the
contrary they must be brought out it in open. The parties involved must give up
the traditional approach of dominating and defeating the opponent. Domination
sure gives the ego satisfaction to the winners in the game but the victory procured
by it is temporary, as the loser will keep looking for the opportunities to strike
back. Therefore instead of winning over opponents we must strive to winning
with each other. This she calls as the 'Constructive Conflict'. Each party must
give up a portion of its claim so that all the parties get something commensurate
with their worth. This is a very unique application of non-violence. But M P
Follet acknowledges that it is not possible for everyone to practice this method of
conflict resolution. It requires immense inner strength as well as an open mind.

Whole world in general and India in particular is ridden with all sorts of
conflicts, which have the potentia to destroy the whole life on this planet. There
are wars, proliferation of arms- both conventional as well as nuclear, severe
imbalances in the environment, conflict over limited natural resources like oil,

water and minerals, global terrorism, internal unrestsin literally every nation, etc.
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All these problems are still being dealt in the conventional way of either
dominating the troublemakers or ignoring them. The problem with traditional
approach is that it treats the symptoms rather than the cause of disease. Take for
example the case of Naxalism in India. Though it is a very complicated problem,
it has been reduced to being alaw and order issue only and is being dealt on that
premise.

There have been various sociological studies of the problems of Naxalism,
which have unanimously declared Naxalism as the result of faulty and lopsided
developmental policies and inability of the state to stop socio economic
disparities from increasing in society. Even a casual look at the areas affected
from the naxal menace is enough to tell us the reasons behind it.

e Thisproblem hasreared its head in the areas where

e Land reforms have failed.

e Tribals have been uprooted and dispossessed of their livelihoods,

especially in the mineral rich states, in the name of development.

e Exploitation of poor at the hands of mighty and rich, in collusion with

the governmental machinery is rampant.

e The education has made people aware of their situation and they have

started demanding freedom from oppression and deprivation.

These are few of the broad characteristics of the naxal-affected areas.
Governments have been trying to curb this problem by brute force. But the
results have been contrary to expectation. Instead of getting over, this problem
has spread to cover avery large portion of this country. In fact along contiguous
belt running through the forested and minera rich portions of the country is
severely infested with naxal menace and is resulting in severe loss of life and
property of both the sides. Even Indian Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh has
accepted Naxalism as the biggest internal threat to the country. Application of

force has clearly failed in curbing this problem. So what can be the solution now?
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Instead of cursing the naxalites, government must look inward. It must
accept that the benefits of development have not reached the needy. It must
accept that there has been a gross miscalculation in formulating the strategy to
counter this problem. But all this requires immense political will power. Untill
development planners do not accept their mistakes the problem cannot be solved.
Next step will be stepping up the development efforts in these areas on a war
footing. It's only by doing its legitimate duty, can government win back the turf
from the naxa militants. But this campaign must be totally peaceful.
Government must try to eliminate the problem not the human beings involved in
it.

This brings us to a very important connection between truth and non-
violence. Mahatma Gandhi once said that, "Non-violence and truth are
inseparable and presuppose one another”. A non-truthful person can never be
non-violent. Violence is actually the most obvious trait of liars. They commit
violence to take attention from their lies. The classic case in example is that of
American aggression on Irag in the name of the 'War on Terror'. A regime was
overthrown simply because America wanted to control the oil fields of that
country, something which America will never accept officialy. Instead, they
resorted to the false accusations of spreading terrorism to invade a country,
which was already very weak. Even if Saddam Hussein really deserved his fate,
USA never tried to follow the route of International Court as it would expose its
lies. USA killed Saddam not because he was a tyrant; but because he had
become useless or even an obstruction to the interests of the American interests
in the West Asia. Thus we can see how lies and violence are also inseparable
from each other.

So, in order for non violence to become accepted as the preferred way of
resolving conflicts, truth must become the most revered and preferred value in
practice in the society. This requires immense amount of faith- faith in man as

well as faith in the God. Instead of force, persuasion must become the instrument
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to win over the enemy. It remains a fact that if one believes in the justness of
one's cause, there is no need for violence. Mahatma Gandhi made it to redlize to
millions and millions of Indians and made believers out of them. His philosophy
has become one of the most respected philosophies of all time in the world. Even
United Nations has acknowledged the paramount significance of non violence by
declaring that 2™ of October, the birthday of Mahatma Gandhi, be celebrated as
the World Peace Day every year. The recent Nobel Prize Winner for Peace, Mr.
Barak H Obama, aso the President of USA says that Mahatma Gandhi was the
greatest man of this century as he gave the message of non-violence to this
world. He believes firmly in the philosophy of Gandhi and even keeps a
photograph of Mahatma Gandhi in his office for inspiration.

This world needs deliverance from the curse of violence and destruction al
around. And its desperation is obvious from the fact that a person in the capacity
of the US president is awarded a Peace Nobel Prize, just because he promises to
bring peace to the world. The path of non-violence is difficult to follow but is a
sure path to lasting peace. In fact he has already starting showing some promise.
It's after a very long time that, there has come athaw in US- Iran relations. Let us
hope that this year's surprise Peace Nobel laureate brings lasting peace to other
troubled areas of the world as well.

Despite all the virtues of non-violence we must not let it become our
weakness. Even Gandhi had said that the one who tolerates evil is abigger sinner
than its perpetrator. He believed that when the choice is between cowardice and
violence, violence must be chosen over cowardice. Every responsible power has
right to make provisions for its self-defence. Non-violence is the ideal towards
which we must all strive for but not at the cost of making our nation mighty and
strong. There is asaying in Hindi which goes as following:

"Kshama shobhti us bhujang ko, jiske paas gral ho;
Usko kya jo dant heen vish rahit, vineet, sara! ho!"
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Which means that a snake which has no venom can't pretend to be
forgiving, it's the King Cobra, for which, a forgiving nature can be considered as
avirtuel

Ashoka the Great maintained a mighty army even after renouncing
violence altogether. Same is the right of every country. But the nature of such
army must always be of the self defense.

To sum up, non-violence is mightier than the mightiest of the forces. It is
not the trait of a coward rather it is the virtue of the courageous. Non- violence
succeeds in solving the most unsolvable of the conflicts because it's based on the
respect for humanity of every individual. In a non-violent way of life, the society
in particular learns to respect every form of life even the plants. This is the only
way of ensuring a sustainable way of life because over exploitation of nature is
one of gravest form of violence against the universe. Such a society gains the
respect of everyone around and becomes a leading light in the comity of nations.
Let us hope our nation regains its respect and fulfill its promise of spreading
world peace made by of the directive principle of our constitution.

The only way to achieve a just and humanitarian social order for one and
al is by promoting and practicing the principles of non-violence in solving
various conflicts spread across the whole spectrum of the society. The whole
media must strive to spread the message of peace and harmony. It is our
responsibility for the future generations that they receive a world free from
mindless strife and disrespect for life and non-violence is the only instrument to

ensure that.
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Non-violenceisa strategy for social change

SHAVETA DHANKHAR

“Better than a thousand hollow words is one word that brings peace.”

Lord Buddha

It srightly said that rather than using harsh words, it is better to use non-
violence which will bring peace in the world. For this, there is a need for change.
Change is a great reality of life, but the greatest reaity is that change aso
changes. Man being a social animal prefers to live in groups. His situation from
one point to another point keeps on changing. Whenever the decisions are taken,
they are taken as per the norms of the groups. A situation can arise when the
decision taken is not liked by the people with in the group. There can be
confrontation between the two or more than two ideologies of the group. It is a
million dollar question, how to avoid conflicts within the group, community,
state, country and the world. The degree of intensity may vary from one place to
other, from one person to another and one time to the next time.

From the end of 20" century and the beginning of 21% century, we are still
facing the same problem of more and more complex conflicts. Non-violence can
be a better strategy for resolving conflicts. Infact, it is one of the important
strategy nowadays which can bring fruitful results. It is rightly said that an eye
for an eye will make the whole world blind. But non-violence will make a long-
lasting impact over the ideologies in the conflict resolution. Conflicts are not the
new phenomenon. They arise when the interest of two sides coincide. It is an
unavoidable facet or human life. It is a century long concept. Right from the
ancient period, for the purpose of take-over, victory and survival for existence,
conflicts are going among the parties. In the medieval period, conflicts arose for

the annexation of territories, loots and due to difference in thinking.
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But with the advent of Britishers, conflicts between the societies like
peasant class, depressed class, women, Schedule Castes and Schedule Tribes
grew up in alarger extent. Though India as a nation came out of these conflicts,
but these conflicts are still growing up in the country in one manner or the other.
Such conflicts are as much internal process of human mind when it evaluates the
pros and cons of a decision, as it is a part of individual’s daily interaction with
othersin asociety.

In the last decade conflicts have arisen in India from multiple causes such
as caste and tribal issues, religion, regional disparities, poverty, land and water,
just to name a few. Some philosophers have attributed all progress to the
continuous process of conflicts and conflict resolution. The absence of conflict
may be an impossible condition to reach and it may often mean brutal repression
or callous indifference by one section vis-a-vis the rest. The maturity of a society
is thus measured not so much by the absence of conflict in it as the ability of its
institutions and procedures for resolving it. Before resolving conflicts one must
know why the conflicts have arisen and what are the different types of conflicts?

The conflicts can be constructive or destructive depending upon the
situation. These can range from insurgency for secession to insurgency for
autonomy, from ‘sponsored terrorism’ to ethnic clashes, to conflicts generated as
a result of continuous inflow of migrants from across the borders as well from
states. National conflicts involve the concept of a distinct ‘homeland’ as a
separate nation and pursuit of the realisation of that goal by its votaries. Ethnic
conflicts include assertion of numerically smaller and less dominant tribal groups
against the political and cultura hold of he dominate tribal groups. In states like,
Assam this adso takes the form of tenson between local and migrant
communities. Sub-regional conflicts incorporates movements which ask for
recognition of sub-regional aspirations and often come in direct conflict with the

State Government or even the autonomous councils. Apart from this, there are
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identical issues in India, as communities are based on language, religion, sect,
caste and tribes.

Historically, the seeds of identity politics were planted in India during
colonial rule. The British acted from a combination of motives. Some of them
adopted paternalistic almost protective towards religious minorities and the
backward communities and promoted there interests on humanitarian
considerations. They were at the same time, not oblivious to the opportunities for
maintaining their authority in India through the archetypal policy of divide and
rule. The seeds thus planted came to bear fruits during partition and later in India
as parliamentary democracy took roots. Democratic politics has played a crucial
role in shoring up identity based on language, religion and caste because the
primary concerns of democratic politics were centred on the distribution and
redistribution of the benefits and burdens of society among its various
constitutional parts.

It is good for the society to resolve the conflicts in order to avoid the
negative repercussions. A conflict resolution is a range of methods for alleviating
or eliminating sources of conflicts. The term “Conflict Resolution” is sometimes
used interchangeably with the term dispute resolutions or alternative dispute
resolution. Process of conflict resolution generaly includes negotiation,
mediation and diplomacy. For example, there are two girls sitting in a library.
One girl needs air and wants to open the door. On the other hand, the second girl
does not. If a single window is opened, then demands of both girls are fulfilled
and both girls are happy. Conflict resolution aims to build capacity for conflict
prevention and resolution in government and civil society agencies and promote a
community of academic expertise in conflict prevention management and post-
conflict peace building. It should be a voluntary process that accept differences,
recognise mutual interests and improve persuasive skills and dissenting skills. It
includes in it, learn to disagree without animosity, build confidence in

recognising win-win solutions and recognize anger and other emotions to solve
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problems. One way to peacefully resolve conflict is for each side is to come
together voluntarily, to work cooperatively on the issues under the guidance of a
trained facilitator. Bring your conflicted parties together in a private location and
gather information, identify key issues without making accusations, focus on
what the issues are, not who did what, do not accuse, find fault, call names. Each
party state their position and how it has affected them, other listen alternatively
and respectfully without interruption. Each party, intern repeat or describes as
best as they can the other’s position to the listeners satisfaction.

Seek first to understand, then to be understood. The parties should try to
view the issue from other points of view besides the two conflicting ones. They
brainstorm to find the middle ground, a point of balance, creative solutions etc.
each side volunteers what he or she can do to resolve the conflict or solve the
problem. A formal agreement is drawn with agreed upon actions for both parties.
A procedure is identified, should disagreement arise and the process is
monitored.

The peaceful aternatives to violence and war consist of negotiations,
dialogues, compromise, conciliation and such other tools of conflict resolution.
Those are all good and useful tools in many situations and they need to be
explored and developed further. The important wider historical practice of non-
violent struggle in social, economic, political and international conflicts give
recognition to non-violence. Its important contribution is about how to deal with
conflicts fit smoothly into established modern thought and practice. The
assumption usually is that in serious conflicts on ultimately must choose between
surrender to aforce using violence, and refusal to participate on pacifist grounds.
Gandhiji was no advocate of surrender to aforce using violence, and was, nor has
he a simple conscientious objector. He was crucial contributor to the continued
development of “war without violence”. The contributions of conflict resolutions
and peace research are important for some conflicts, especially those with the

issues of secondary significance. However those contributions are inadequate
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when dealing with accurate conflicts. While opposing conflict and calling upon
mutual cooperation, the centre point of view is non-violence.

What is non-violence? It is non and violence that is abstinence from
violence when we analyse the word. In broad terms, it means not causing
violence per thought, utterance or deed. Non-violence is eternal and natural. It
calls upon all to mutually operate along with opposing conflicts; it is essential for
us to know as to how we can make our lives free from conflicts through it. We
should also know how to live a life of pleasure, prosperity and peace. Conflicts
leads only to inhumanity, non-progress and destruction. Cooperation and non-
violence is one if affection and fraternity in cooperation happen to be strong.
Cooperation is permanent and natural as well. It is essential also. We can live our
lives only through it. There is no sphere where it is not needed or happens to be
insignificant. Let us take family that is first unit of human society. In case
husband and wife and other members do not cooperate mutually in afamily, there
can be conflicts, it will true for a nation and aso true for international context.
The derivation is that cooperation is everywhere needed. In case it was not
needed so, nice dictums like ‘the universe is a family’, ‘human unity’ or ‘all
offspring of a father’ abolish the state of conflict when it appears. It either does
not end immediately or it leaves avery bad impact.

Non-violence is a philosophy and strategy for social change that rejects the
use of violence. It is an aternative to passive acceptance of oppression and armed
struggle against it. Non-violence use diverse methods in their campaigns for
socia change, including critica form of education and persuasion, civil
disobedience and non-violent direct action and targeted communication via mass
media

In modern times, non-violence has been a powerful tool for social protest.
Mahatma Gandhi led a decades long non-violent struggle against British rule in
India, which eventually helped India win its independence in 1947. About ten

years later, Martin Luther King adopted Gandhi’s non-violent methods in his
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struggle to win civil rights for African Americans. Then in the 1960’s Cesar
Chavez organized a campaign of non-violence to protest the treatment of farm
workers in California. Non-violence is not action. It is not for timid or the weak.
It is hard work; it is the patience to win. Another recent non-violent movement
was the “Velvet Revolution”, a non-violent revolution in Czechoslovakia that
saw the over throw of the Communist Government in 1989. As a result of non-
violence, Leymal Gbowee and the women of Liberia were able to achieve peace
after a 14 year civil war.

The term “non-violence is often linked with or even used as a synonym for
pacifism; however, the two concepts are fundamentally different. Pacifism
denotes the regjection of the use of violence as a persona decision on moral or
spiritual grounds, but does not inherently imply any inclination towards change
on a socio-political level. Non-violence on the other hand, presupposes the
interest of socia or political changes as a reason for rejection of violence. A
person may advocate non-violence in a specific context while advocating
violence in other contexts.

Non-violence has been a central concept in green political philosophy. It
believes that current patterns of violence are in compatible with a sustainable
society because it uses up limited resources and many forms of violence,
especially nuclear weapons, are damaging for the environment. Due to its
importance, it has significant place in United Nations charter and Panchshee!.

Non-violence is a powerful method to harmonize relationships among
people for the establishment of justice and the ultimate well being of al parties. It
draws its power from awareness of the profound truth to which the wisdom
traditions of all cultures, science and common experience bear witness that lifeis
one. Respect everyoneis acardina principle in non-violence. Infact the more you
can respect a person, the more effectively you can persuade him or her to change

attitude or behaviour. Never use humiliation as a tool or accept humiliation from
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others as that degrades everyone. Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice
everywhere.

Non-violent means always lead to positive constructive results-through not
always the ones we intended violent means never lead to constructive ends. We
do not have, nor are we expected to have control over the final results of our
actions. We have and must take responsibility for the means we use, including
even the feelings and the state of mind as we use them. Non-violence sometimes
“works” and always works. It will always produces good result at some point
down the road, even though we may not quite see the connection. Give priority to
building relationships over short-term “Victories’. Conflicts make us feel that in
order for me to “win” you have to lose, that is a delusion. In non-violence we do
not seek to be winners, or use over others, we seek to learn and make things
better for al. Be prepared to take a suffering if there is no other way to awaken
another’s conscience.

It is good to petition for grievances, but non-violence really does its work
when our petitions have been ignored and it is necessary, as Gandhiji said, to “not
only speak to the heart”. And we can do this by accepting rather than inflicting
the suffering inherent in the system. In the real world there is not always time to,
for example persuade a dictator to step-down. Coercion may be required by the
simple economy of suffering. Nonetheless we aim for persuasion wherever
possible because those changes are permanent.

Never sacrifice your principles, but be ready to change tactics or
compromise on details. Do not cling to symbols. Be constructive whenever
possible and obstructive when necessary. The power of ‘constructive programme’
by which the Indians took charge of their own destiny and showed themselves
and the British that the latter were not needed episodes of Satyagrah, (in this
case, active resistance), though much more dramatic, actually only punctuated the

long, slow process of self-regeneration.
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Along with non-violent means there is a need of developmental measures,
so that conflict may not arise at all. Balanced regional development is an
important objective in the country’s planning and various measures including
fiscal incentives, industrial policies and directly targeted measures have been
used in the past to achieve this objective. Infact, adoption of planning as a
strategy of state-led industrialisation with plans and policies designed to facilitate
more investments in relatively backward areas, were intended to lead to a more
balanced growth. The first target is to fortify the backward areas adequately and
target them with additional resources and investments to help them overcome
structural deficiencies that contribute to their backwardness. Many regional
conflicts are an outcome of disparities in the development of particular region
compared to the remaining parts of the country or state of which that particular
region is a part. Such conflicts are not unique to India, no state can afford to
ignore its region specific conflicts whether they arise on account of disparities or
for other reasons. Per capita Income is measure of development and stand red of
living communal used in inter-country comparisons to determine existence of
disparities. Within a country, measurement and comparison of Net State
Domestic Product of its constituent units offer on idea of prevailing imbalances.

Sometimes non-violence has negative implications on development.
Recently in India, there were conflicts regarding the Special Economic Zones
issue over land in West Bangal. Tata Motors bought the land worth a thousand
crore rupees, but, after some time, the farmers started agitating against it. They
were against the development of industries at the cost of agriculture. As a result
of it, Tata Company had to shift its plant from West Bengal to Gujarat. Such kind
of incidence gives a serious blow to the investment pattern. There is a need to
strengthen and promote it further so that it will solve the conflicts priority wise
by keeping in mind the past, for the betterment of the present and for the purpose
of the future. There is a need to integrate the knowledge of non-violence into

formal education and life-long learning.
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Spirituality of non-violence applicableto all facetsof life

V. KARIKALAN

Theworld isin crisis. War has devastated all corners of the globe. Conflict
Is an everyday occurrence. Violence has become our way of life. Theworld isin
crisis, and yet, whenever there exist a crisis an opportunity may also be found.
People who practice non-violence create pathways to peace by recognizing the
duality of crisis, and war. They look at the horror of a situation and they turn it
into an opportunity for goodness, for peace. To truly eliminate violence,
however, they must examine the causes of it; explain why it happens and
pinpoint the reason that hate dwells in our hearts. These non-violent practitioners
have also pushed back against the true cause of war, the reason for the absence of
peace and fear.

In aworld torn asunder by battles for wealth, power, glory and revenge, a
gentle voice was raised early this year, asking for the madness to stop. One
should understand first whether the grown men, who run the affairs of the world
really understand what they are doing, to each other, to their own humanity, and
to the earth, air and water that nurture life. The word that best seemed to describe
what we are doing was "violence', in its many forms. Violence for the
domination and superiority of this or that group supposedly held together by
essential ties of religion, or culture, over some other group. Violence to grab in
greed what is everyman's need and could be shared in peace. Violence even for
the control of what is unnecessary - what we could do without, at least until all in
the human family are properly fed, clothed, sheltered and cared for.

The word that best seemed to describe what we are doing was "violence",
himsa, in its many forms. Violence for the domination and superiority of this or
that group, supposedly held together by essential ties of religion, or culture, over
some other group. Violence to grab in greed what is everyman's need and could

be shared in peace.
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"Returning violence for violence multiplies violence; adding deeper
darkness to a night already devoid of stars. Hate cannot drive out hate:' only love
can do that." An important and well written quote said by none other than Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Dr. King's method of non-violence and this quote still
holds true today. Those who use non-violence are more likely to get through
situations then those who prater to reason with their hands. Using non-violent
approaches reduces conflict in many ways. When there is no violence used to
solve a problem, people are more likely to sit down and talk. Violence cannot be
used, as the tool to resolve conflicts for its not possible to have a civilized
conversation through the punches and the screams. Since violence is never the
key to any solution, why continue using it? Non-violence has and will always
lead to peace and this method has been proven true. Dr. King, for example, used

non-violence to stop segregation, and the result in the end was peace.

History of Non - Violence

Most of us are familiar with the terms like Non-violence and Ahimsa. In
the recent past i.e. during India's freedom struggle, Mahatma Gandhi had forged
non-violence into a political weapon to peacefully push out British imperialism.
While, how far this attitude was effective in throwing off the colonial yoke
would remain a matter of debate, it can indisputably be said that the technique of
non-violent political agitation did obtain a mass base for India's freedom struggle
without attracting extreme penalties from the British administration.

Non-violent agitation also enabled nationalist Indian leaders to keep alive
the struggle for independence in the absence of an armed insurrection. The roots
of our attitude of non-violence go deep into our history. It has been integrated
with almost all religions originating in ancient times in the Indian sub-continent
viz. Hinduism, Jainism and Buddhism.

But contrary to popular belief it has not been part of Indian culture since

time immemorial. Our Vedic literature is silent on this concept. The Rigveda
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talks of wars, struggles, victories, etc., even animal sacrifices and meat eating
was allowed.

The concept of ahimsa could have first developed in Jainism, which as we
know split from the mainstream of Vedic beliefs very early in Indian history.
Jainism disapproves Vedic rituals of animal sacrifice. The concept of Jivadaya
i.e. equal respect for al life forms seems to have been first enunciated Jainism.
But ahimsa is more popularly associated with Buddhism perhaps because this
religion was more widespread. This concept was aso absorbed into Hinduism
where it took the form of worship of the cow and bull, ban on animal sacrifices
and vegetarianism.

In ancient times, the values of non-violence and vegetarianism were
transmitted outside India via Buddhism. This was so because unlike Hinduism,
Buddhism had a tradition of diffusion of its beliefs though persistent missionary
activity. Along with this, Buddhism received the unstinted support of powerful
Indian kings like Samrat Ashoka, Kanishka and Harsha. These kings presided
over large empires and apart from encouraging the spread of Buddhism all over
their empires; they also encouraged missionaries to visit other countries to spread
the message of the Buddha. Buddhism which itself is a significant contribution of
India to world culture also acted as a vehicle for promoting the philosophy of

non-violence.

Objectives of Non - Violence

Peacemaking, peacekeeping, and peace building are complex and
important responses to the proliferation of violent conflict. The root of these
approaches lies in the basic knowledge and commitment to the practice of non-
violence and critical thinking. When we eliminate violence as an option for
resolving conflicts, we make room for creative alternatives. Co-operation, critical
thinking, communication and problem solving become essential tools. Conflict

itself can be viewed as an opportunity for growth and expanded communication
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rather than a precursor to violence and a threat to dignity, security and life. Peace
educators are developing tools to help transform the current "culture of violence"
in which hurt and harm are advocated and glorified to a "culture of peace" in
which the preservation of life and human dignity are the centra guiding

principles for living together in a secure world.

Principles of Non - Violence

Non-violence acknowledges, repairs, and transforms the infinite
relatedness and unity of all life. Injustice depends on either active or passive
support (resulting from silence, indifference or fear). Violence is a persondl,
interpersonal, institutional or systemic act, attitude or policy that dehumanizes,
diminishes or destroys. It thrives by passive or active support. Non-violence is
the process of transforming this support for injustice by mobilizing and
unleashing non-violent people power. Each of us has a piece of the truth and the
un-truth. It is a process of acknowledging and revealing the pieces of truth and
untruth on both sides in a conflict as the basis for ajust and constructive solution.
It seeks the truth rather than the conquest of one side over another.

Non-violence is the process of transforming “Us vs. Them” thought and
action. It unifies rather than threatens,; integrates rather than fragments and
destroys; draws us closer rather than excluding and separating; and challenges all
double standards; and recognizes that each of us has tendencies toward both
violence and love. The line dividing good and evil cuts through the heart of every
human being." Each of us has only a piece of the truth, and therefore each of us
possesses a piece of the un-truth. Non-violence fails when it is arrogant or self-
righteous, especially when it claims to be free of violence, or when it asserts that
only others are violent. Non-violence is stronger than the Power of Violence,
which is a destructive force designed to defeat and dominate others and that often
seeks to separate "us' from "them." It is for this reason, disputes the claim that

violence establishes peace, justice and order in any just and lasting way and also
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pursues its goal, not with passivity or retaliation, but with creative engagement
and loving resistance. It willingly faces the consequences of its engagement and
resistance.

Non-violence is nurtured and strengthened by community, relationship-
building, ongoing education, and practice. It requires training and experience in
love, courage, creativity, and relentless persistence. This includes examining and
transforming the ways that violence and injustice has been consciously or
unconscioudly internalized.

Non-violence is not a path toward an idealistic utopia but a process for
envisioning, weaving, mending, and honouring the web of persond,
interpersonal, social, global and ecological relationships. The spirit and methods
of Creative Non-violence are suited to this ongoing creation and re-creation of
the world. Peace makers have gone through tremendous struggles to obtain
rights and privileges that they felt were owed to them as a human being. A lot of
times, someone fought for a larger group for change and a vision of peace and
equality. There are two ways to gain something that you want and those are
through either violent practices or non-violent practices. | see non-violent
practices as being more subtle but more effective than violent ones. Throughout
history we have had extraordinary peacemakers who al endured horrible
situations but stayed persistent with their approach and ultimately were
successful in their efforts.

There are few peacemakers who stand out to me and whom | believe to
have had enormous influence on the world we have today. Due to each of their
contributions, the world has become somewhat of a better place than it was
before. Nelson Mandela and Mahatma Gandhi prolific peace makers of our time,
Nelson Mandela, an incredible figure of our time, did many things to attain peace
in South Africa. He was involved in programs of passive resistance against the
laws that forced blacks to carry passes and kept them in a position of permanent

servility. Because of this, he was jailed and sentenced to life imprisonment. He
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was incarcerated for 27 years and once he was released from prison, he continued
his life long work of attaining goals that he and others had set out decades before.
Mandela was a dominant force in the ending of apartheid and was eventually
elected the President of South Africa.

Another important contributor to peace was Mahatma Gandhi. Gandhi
worked non-stop to improve the rights of immigrant Indians in Southern Africa.
It was here that he gained his creed of passive resistance. He continued to lead
protests even after he was arrested time after time. Once he returned to India, he
led the struggle for India's independence from Britain. Even with everything that
was thrown at him, he never bent on his non-violent beliefs. He would fast when
Muslim and Hindu compatriots fought or committed acts of violence. When the
country was partitioned, Gandhi fasted to stop the fighting between Hindu India
and Muslim Pakistan. Sadly, he was assassinated In January of 1948. Gandhi was

agreat man indeed and his efforts were not in vein.

Gandhi and Non-Violence

Gandhiji's genius lay in converting a religious ethic, ahimsa, into a non-
violent political tool to fight not only colonialism but other social evils as well.
Gandhi was the greatest exponent of the doctrine of ahimsa or non-violence in
modern times, but he was not its author. Ahimsa has been part of the Indian
religious tradition for centuries: Hindu, Jain and Buddhist. It was Gandhi's genius
that transformed, what had been an individua ethic, into a tool of socia and
political action. This he did in the course of his twenty-year long struggle against
raciaism in South Africa. If the Indian National Congress had not accepted his
basic tenet of non-violence in 1920, he would have had nothing to do with its
struggle for liberation from British rule. "I would like to repeat to the world,
times without number", Gandhi said in 1931, "that | will not purchase my

country's freedom at the cost of non-violence ... "
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We must remember that Gandhi applied his method of non-violent
resistance not only against foreign rule, but against socia evils such as racial
discrimination and unsociability. Indeed, he claimed that non-violence lay at the
root of every one of his activities, and his mission in life was not merely the
freedom of India but the brotherhood of man. His satyagraha was designed not
only for India, but for the whole world; it could transform relations between
individuals, as well as between communities and nations. In the early 1920s,
when he had just emerged as the stoutest champion of nationalism in Asia,
Gandhi unequivocally subscribed to the ideal of a world federation. "The better
mind of the world desires today", he told the Belgaum Congress in 1924, "not
absolutely independent states warring against each other but a federation of
friendly interdependent states."

In the 1930s, when the forces of violence were gathering momentum in
Europe; he reaffirmed his faith in non-violence. Through the pages of his weekly
paper, Harijan, he expounded his approach to politica tyranny and military
aggression. He advised weaker nations to defend themselves by offering non-
violent resistance to the aggressor. A non-violent Abyssinian, he argued, needed
no arms and so succour from the League of Nations; if every Abyssinian man,
woman, and child refused cooperation with the Italians, willing or forced, the
latter would have to walk to victory over the dead bodies of their victims and to
occupy their country without the people. The motive power of Nazi and Fascist
aggression was the desire to carve out new empires, and behind it all was a
ruthless competition to annex new sources of raw materials and fresh markets. In
Gandhi's opinion, wars were thus rooted in the overweening greed of men as also
in the purblind tribalism that placed nationalism above humanity. In the ultimate
analysis, to shake off militarism, it was necessary to end the competitive greed
and fear and hatred which fed it.
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Gandhi's ideas have fuelled not only struggles against foreign domination
and tyrannical rule, but also crusades against the piling up of nuclear weapons
and the havoc being wrought by developed countries through wanton and
wasteful use of the resources of the planet. Petra Kelly, a leader of the Green
Peace movement in Germany who was influenced by the ideas of Martin Luther
King and Gandhi, denounced methods of production which depended upon a
ceaseless supply of raw materials and were leading to the exhaustion of natural
resources and threatening ecological devastation. Speaking amost in the
Gandhian idiom, she said, "We cannot solve any political problem, without also
addressing spiritual ones. "--Despite these examples of non-violent struggles over
the past two decades, which have highlighted the power potential of the
oppressed, it must be admitted that Gandhi's ideas and methods are still
appreciated by only a small enlightened minority in the world. Gandhi himself
had no illusions about their ready acceptance. He did not claim finality for his
views, which he regarded within a broad ethical framework as aids for bettering
the lives of hisfellow men; they could be altered if they did not work. Though he
expounded his philosophy of life in hundreds of articles and |etters, he never tried
to build it into a system. Nevertheless, the truth is that more than fifty years after
his death, his deepest concerns have become the concerns of thinking men and

institutions working for a peaceful and humane world.

The spirituaity of non-violence

Actually, one can say that Gandhi's primary contribution to spirituality is
non-violence. This is how he chalenges people of faith to recognize their
religious hypocrisies. Gandhi argued that a person who believes in Truth and
God cannot go to mosque, synagogue, temple or church one day, and the next
day foster hatred and violence. Therefore for Gandhi, the spirituality of non-
violence had to be applied to all facets of life. It is interesting to see how much

Gandhi was able to influence believers of other religions by unlocking the
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gpiritual dynamic in al of them. Through his "soft reading” of the Hindu
scriptures, but also that of Christianity and 1slam, Gandhi found a clarion call to
active non-violence in al these religions. As such, he thought Christians, Jews
and Muslims that faith pushes us to promote peace and non-violent social
change. For him the basic principles of religions were not just pious ideas, but
actual laws of action in the world. Maybe this is why Gandhi challenged fervent
believers of different religions to seek God through their own active pursuit of
truth and non-violence instead of being literalist interpreters of the Hindu,
Muslim or Christian scriptures. Gandhi had the good fortune to have as his
colleague's people belonging to different religions.

Non - violent creates peace The path to peace starts at home. Children
learn from the examples of their parents and leaders; if the examples they see are
peaceful, they will learn the skills necessary to resolve conflicts without violence.
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. said, "At the center of non-violence stands the
principle of love." We have the responsibility of teaching our children this love.
Non-violent conflict resolution is the only way to peace. As Nobel Peace
Laureate, Mairead Corrigan Maquire stated, "One cannot drop a bomb on an
ethnic conflict. The weapons we have developed as a means of solving our
problems are no longer of any use to us." All the great wars have been fought;
our choice now is either total destruction or peace. Two concepts are essential to
teach children non-violent conflict resolution. First everyone has the same basic
needs. Second, non-judgemental and empathic communication is essential.

Everyone, Muslim, Jew, and Atheist have the same basic needs. To have a
safe place for their family, to have enough food to eat, to have a place to call
home. Conflicts arise when these needs are not met and people lose hope. When
hope is lost people turn to violence as a means of drawing attention to their
plight. "People who are unaware of their needs often act in ineffective and even
destructive ways. Understanding that all our needs can be met simultaneously is

necessary to achieving peace. Simply because someone wants a piece of pie
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doesn't mean your piece has to get smaller; the pie is infinitely big and can keep
growing and expanding to accommodate everyone.

Non-violent communication does not attempt to change the other person's
mind. It is focused on achieving an understanding of the other person's position.
Marshall Rosenburg said it best, "The objective of non-violent communication is
not to change people and their behaviour in order to get our way; it isto establish
relationships based on honesty and empathy which will eventualy fulfil
everyone's needs." It is essentia to understand why a person is who they are and

that, in the end; we al want the same thing, namely, peace.

Conclusion

Moreover, non-violence is the only solution to every problem. Whether it's
just a matter of family problems or a matter of war, non-violence will always
lead to peace between the two sides. Sitting down and talking everything through
always leads to a solution. If a matter of situation is going to lead to reducing
conflict and increase peace, then why not use this method? Many more non-
violent users opened doors for us and it's our duty to go through them and
continue the walk for peace. Together the ideals of respect, understanding, and a
culture of peace will serve to promote non-violent problem solving strategies and
increasing the standard of living for al members of a community. A society that
respects and understands all it’s people will be less apt to commit violent acts
against them. In addition, by instilling a culture of non-violence individuals will
instinctively gravitate to non-violent means to create change and solve problems.

The world has reached at the crossroads of history. Innumerable issues
have cropped up posing a grave challenge to humankind. These issues are global
in their dimensions and nature. Hardly any of them is amenable to violent means.
They need to be faced on a long-term basis with international cooperation. No
nation, howsoever powerful, is in a position to grapple with them. Nations are

tied together in an inter-dependent framework. We have to band together
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otherwise each one will have to hang separately. There is no escape from the
relentless logic of our commonality. This will be in tune with the humanistic and
holistic approach that Gandhi so well espoused. The post- cold war period has
offered a rare opportunity to the governments, especially of the North, to accept a
multilateral approach to meet the global problems of the world. The time is
opportune for them to have renounced nuclear weapons to start with and pursue
the path of peace and international cooperation. The world has to follow the path

shown by Gandhi and move from the culture of violence to the culture of peace.
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il & fh Taderare BT AR B9 91 999 9 & YANT dRa Halfd ol o
ST /HAT 2 | I FERT BT FAEE A1 iffdrne Suri | €1 8FT A1y | |
g 9l U BRIR AXID B FHAT ©, offb IHA Ugel Al DI @AW DI
AT AR BA BN | AHISTS FAAT AT U 2 |

TS H AT 3Fd BRI B W A Il Jffeardd Ul | B
AT | SOV, YUI-TA, qro—fdarg, Sfa-—venm, AwIeIiddr enfe @t
FHEY ¥GI9T & SIQIT Sfd U A 3 & Ufd U9 & 91d 9 URT gax
3T HRE BT |

YT I IS T AR TG JgaRAT BT W FH—FH] IR o
g BT I8AT &, U] SHdT I8 3 dhary e & & ifdaretsd qeui vd Sur
9 ol gt @ Y g awga: Ul uRRerfd # o sifgwr @1 #ew Ud
URIRTRAT 3R ff 9 Ol 8 | RIE WX JBTS @ oiid dad BT ¥ | 3T g
AT G & AP & SRE TG g 8l X1, TI—d9 J9d 39 ATfcHB
gof BT 3AEGT & Y H TINT HRd SbT T W) BT 27| AT b1 qrt
1 SIYWPY UG TGDHRUNY 28—

“3rfe<aT uRAT o= |
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fJare AMISTS SHad BT U 3T & | IdA H 399 U WGaRATh w9 gRoT
R foran 2| 9 faf=T wqerl § qAfdae a1 GrEiie R R ATaegdhdra],
qdl 9 f3al # Al I 8 9l & df fdare o Refa S 81 IRl 2 |
e w93 38d faarel &1 gersmar T8 Srar ar Refq fiEer 9§ 9eR 91 9ad g,
I8l I o Arg R il Hhe # Us IRl 7 |

Qe &S IRE @ B & qAT S8 & IMgwd fadral &1 T 1
ST ® | faarel @ wd A & foru g, fqarfed DS 9 aeai @ Suer,
FAsiiar, g, R onfe M S ofd 21 W=y 89 U § fe ¥ At erfow
Y ¥ fagqre B WH B H hel 8 N8 © | A & FHEE b BRI B
W HY W SFHR 8 B4 S Gobd 2| I oI Ad W9 &1 A 2 S
AMd & 7 fqqral & o7 <<l © | SIS s AeHl @ JgH | 81 J19d JHId
H gRadd ¥9d ® |

faarqe <1 e @ BA T TH Al BT MARS fIad ® O oAl B
CHIIBC & BIRYT I~ BT © | TR 912 fdare 8l & Sl Saegahdrsil, Jedl,

AERfodl, f2al H aRdfdd cahxiEa AT SHIE DI FAEAT & HRYT I~ Bl © |
RaTe T ey AHITD SRIEHR, el & caxd Uel de b oEifd dadf §

Jg T Y54 Il ¢ |

a9 | HrIH 2 |

fJargi & @3 BRUT 2| FWagsdl Afdawl H Th]ge, Jedl H AT,
el T F=TdT, UGfadl SIT—aTeldT BT, (U f2dl AT U+ T & f&dl &l
T @ I R FEN & Bl &7 RN HSM, I, RAT DI 99T, R
HT G M HB UHE SR & I A9kl & I <d 2| a1 gRorfa &,
3Mddare, &1, SRRIRT &I 8rs, [eedl e # il 2 |

faarel &1 Rl T S9s BRI & Wi | AfRd ¥ B W e
gl 39 BRUI DI TH PR Fhdl & i 3AH UH, Fals, ATHAN, gad uiRacd
3R STORA TS+ UR SN, AT s, 3ifewe Fikpa yfarig el gar ©
S SUGe RN Pl WGeH HR Fbal © | AfGAT T AR AR & [ordedT 372 28—
®ls JHAM 9 UgAMT | Ig UrdF ARd H Suol 9T yqge gl Bl T
SAETOT § | g H Afer aRA BT U g € e dgd fheil A ol e ARe
3fraT dIc Uga™ @ ARl Bl © | O ISR B T TeRe i’ At
T YR BT 2 |

Promoting Principles of Non-violence for Conflict Resolution 138



ST b UTehfcre Ul & | 3fa: AT Uh WMedd Hed o BIdR b IGHd
g | ETeAlfdh I & Rigia & Ig9d =g orema & g s9d SExY FHdq
| e § 1 9T STl R g1 BRAT UTEAaq IR At Sd § e afta
| VfoerRre Al # i @1 te Rigid & w9 # fharaas &6 ol wdred)
090 & ¢HT 3rrid dig Td oiF g9 § faare <ar 21 Ry # it e fw en
g1e # AfgAr B 79 R R Iavdg Shal & ufay srfgar 9 Sirs fear |
afgar & Rrgid @1 =_¥ aRUfd S & aerR d el € S 48 W) &usT
R FIadId BRd @ dlid H8§ Wield UR big ged Ul fl 98 gRT AIeuw
IT Hd A BI| 918 H AEMRG 9 AP H AT BT AehHl H @ AT | ER 4R
AT fo=g &% &1 Ush AN T gl g | =8 Urdl- 9WRd & H8[ 9d I8 8l
a1 R AdTd & AR, IS, HAR, Jordl I 7 AT R R SR AT
TEl d® fF 19df I & W@ fAaere, 78 Rare, W@ saHe enfe aft 9
e @1 Hg R SR faar| fddere 7 sdl UROM 99 ARdd 9’ &
TR ] |

TR W] # AT T e aIRTd ‘e’ 8T 8 | Brarg Sufwg
JIfEAT B T U & Hew H foram 1 7 (W) IR w7 o srfEar
B YT HA el SIH—ROT Ih A A U7 oA 2| I8 JIfEEr B Uh
3MIeISH HGIOT A T |

B BT U WHT § HAd: U AHRIAD IJAEROT © fdeg Al
Ffdd @ s 89 @ e wag J8l <l | 396l 96 Acid Sarevvl gH
HETYRA H Al € S8l |1 W €1 3197 $! g H oM & o URT &xd § |
Jfp=T T ST IR SUR fawel 8 OId 2 |
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sl o
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AT Siae 3R Ffdd & Ul = | AT BT AATBHBAT 7 HEDR
Sila @1 b VAT &1 el Ifad s8R fOrgd a9 37U+ e 3 Agsl 3R
Ul & A1 AU FIg Bl RIS dRId d FHs B TIN Hal ¢ |

fAgidl 3k FaER & SMER UR 3MEAT Bl T YR A difiehd B AP o—
) urfie ifedr ogd SeRv 28— dig, b, 413 onfe g\l # afvia erfar|
el &9 I I8 ANT © fdh B9 3f2dD Bl |
9) gH—fRuer orfgwr| sad ol wa aRRefoil & 79 Shaw &1 g+ fdhar
ST & | I SIfEdr Uk Sifad Ugfd g |

JAE F9I H ' g9 fRue o1fgr @ Rigid o SaTeT SIR 9 @ STeRd
2| SHHI I8 Aded el fb i AfEAT § ®Ig Wic | dfcd TP BRI Ig
fr o9 @ Rigrl & FEI-e! I3 § ANl 9 &8 IR TGl 8 Sl & I
ARG TH1d S~ B1F 7 © | TS STdfh HFade & YR &I a9 SITa]
SR B, 81 gHf-RUeT RIgidl &1 9eRT o @ SToxd ® | aTfidbdl & ddd
Ffdd faoy d@ AT &= <91 A1fdv| 99 Uh AfdaTd R &1 AT 8

Promoting Principles of Non-violence for Conflict Resolution 139



IIRY | 31T: BH Bad gHfRuel Rigiadl oI d¥ge WR IR FIER & oRIAd W
M BT BICRT HRAT ARy | eHfaRuerar 8 df¥gd w9 gRU HR Adhdl ©
Fife a9 a1 favg & fAfe= e o 3reRT—37er T 2 |

3 gHRUeT SIfEHT & gRT B dRge fddrai o geAsmAr ST ARy |
IR H g D ARIH W B I8 999 A1 7| 9 AR BT SISl bl qe gH
HEH Afddl & Siad H &R Adhd © sl U Siiad 4 g & Rigid &l
3T AT AT ST & FHeT U ¥ AFT @7 RTAadT a8 ured o) 9 gd
U4 HE AMAl & Y wifyel vd gEyde Siad a1 | | " iy, A
SR b7, AER <41, Wl fdddHe, dedd Hsell offa I ug—ygeid © o
SftehIoT § &Y S Bl a1 =AM |

IfEr @& Rigid vd aeiRes TR R I9b haraas & B a7 & o

ferforRaa 8-

1. offer el o & Sfiad &7 U & © | I8 AFRIG 3R amegrfcad
gl IRE I ATHHD B |

2. I BHIN fquel &1 BAR BRI B NI BT FHSN BT YA BT © |
Ig pad fauel & Ui M medr @ ded § 8 Sy 21 I8 gy
gRace ¥ faward acl & | I BT Seed ARyl AFd ™ Bl
AT HRAT & | T&l dqel o) |11 STURed gl 2 |

3. 3fEdr &1 AT Rigid ST &l WRIRNTG &RA & 91d &Ral © 9 b
I BT | DI A & fb =1 BH B a1err 1 U Gifsd 2 iR a8
TP IR A T8 2| B SID SR B RIE DI AR 2 |

4. AT BT TH HEEYUl T AMAMIUE 2| Ig Aol &1 F@mE W 2
JAADE Yeh VAT BIIIR 2 Ol ¥ Pl 99 A 9add Ahdl § old dob
B B O & | Ifead Afdd WesT I 3UH HHl b Bl bl WIHR
PRAT B | IR—9IR BT B R 4 I8 3T YINY SR &l @ |

5. JAfer @1 ureEr Rygid gom @l S8 UM P gAd bRl © | S
a2 fob 9 Sfia smod & sradefad €1 | @1 Rigia sifgar o
U THRIHD. JTRUT H BTHY ABRIHD o UgH dRAT 2 | 39
Hed H AN ST PT IS A © | S=i B IfRAl Bl AHRIHD
AT B | A9 U9 HTd XGHR B GHE AHIRN BT qHEE graT Sff
THdT B |

6. it &1 foharad &1 WRI W BIAl &— 9f) AfddTd WR - 9) 9Hfed
¥R | FfdTd WR R 94, 9, ded, I, Hexar td afdd amm &
AH W gEdT [hAradd BT B 9Med WR W WAy 3fas,
AN, IATeld, Y BSdlel, AHfad BRIER WA, MR e
Ffeas IEH 2 WY B Aafeid wWR B SR & aed fl saH
A B & & |

7. Jift\® Afdd I8 g fIvad & A /91 & & 985S =g & 9 ©
T Sifod w7 | =g &Y faorly g 2 |
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Jfear &1 Rigid @ d ddd BRI AMEIAIE ol & odfdbd 3R 8H
AfETd AT §RT UTK &I T8 SUARR &I <& o gied & e Suafert
SIS AT 0T 2 | YR &I adadT i § el &1 Inre, saRker # reddi
@ SAUBRI T AN R BT & gy, ST § RyeIdl @ w1 H odi
AT Bl 3ffedr & Rgid W ASIEdl Y™ HRA dalel HHIC 3eMdb & RIetTeld
S VA s SRV & It OxT $Ig |l 181 fHerdr |

JaAE FeH H <@ OR VAT AT & fd RNl @ SMER WX ARl &l
HTETE YT 8§ | 39d folv SIRGR d ¥ o O €| &er oiar & & srfgar
o1 Rigiad ot I9%d 8 IobdT & 9d 9T diar df dIs 81 2 J AMadbaral Sl
JUD W AW & R ARUSR PXeb BRR & S 8 | d &1 & el BT ared
R = MY 31U 91 D AHE ? 09 I8 fava s 9 Qg Amfva
BORIRI ¥ oI 8 Y& 8 Al AU GReAT g IfRAAT Bl & W RMHR &1 3MMY
T BT GART Al of Fhd & | B9® BT 3R T8l aI f&9® drdhd 8M1 3
B STERA I gl = | Ol O {50 faRaRT & ARl @1 S o1 (U1 u=m
I g © | DI MY ¥ UHR g&d URTAT B ? T B ATGHI, B FHAISI,
B QY M, IS g RUHIfae el b a¥Fudr < R8T § ol TadT AfE«r
H ART TFHREM H Il D A A SATET HY A8l 8N | ddhd a2 98 I8
B B, g9 DI B AT B OFIfdD, TS BT STHI © |

IRAdd H I AR AT AN @7 Heeofa7 b URImH B BAN
AT AHIRITST VAT 83T &1 A8l b 89 g 4 Ui fo & & fa=r faaral
BT FHEE T 2 | 88 I8 &I Y@ a1y & i v w@rfae ufshar 2
MR BH fEAT & dacl 31 U=l 1 {241 &1 Uah 3Ice %aell HI¥H 81 ST |
memﬁwﬁélwaawaﬁmsﬂa‘?{gmmﬂ IR SffEr
g 2| URIR & AWPRI H AT B UgEdl &1 S A1 oAl 3fddhdra &l b
IR B9 B ol Aldbdie didl JIUARAT | T wa &1 gy g1 81 93
B R B B oI FHIfSTe, nfdie, |ivgiae gd Irerifae gRer & gHtaa
T S |

U H Sdfe AME O & ERAR wad Al ©, sfftar & fagid |
RISl 1 GRefl g faaer ifcl &1 Gord= 81 <MfeY aRAT 1 ARAAT Bl Y ed
g A& 2| A fhad & Teaar F@ 9 8, fae ARa # R 98w
A |

WIIRAT &1 g 1 IfE4r €1 81 919 T U SN 9 UH & i al
el & foIu ®ig g 8! 99l | ®ig Y fdare a1 a1 Wil & sRu 9 SodT ©
7 fhR 9 | UH QT BT & FHARTT R ¢ |
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3T Sevd ® o gAY ARt e ifd & Rigid & oY B
IRaRr, fAerey, amfore v, difge ot g vl 9 el SHe 9w 9
ARG FHRISTE & Ufhar &7 fharaas g81ar 81 S oI & Rigid & M
JEET BT | WM YSTIHH &1 UAT S1f3dm 81 9 o5 U1, arhd a1 o= &I
AT | e 1T Afedd Afdd 99§ 9o SIel $HUR 8l 3R SHd 919
IHH HH AR R T A1 GHINSTES UTIhd 91 | I8 d1d 3fagiaral ol el
g dft oM &4 g9 faem # ugd & @ SR © | Rl @ I H, el &
g H, ABIeT H, Todi & 9 fhad I8 A of f& S99 I %o 8 |
fh=g I A%l Y| FHWRAT PI, [qaral &1 Rl FH9EE fdar 9 & |§Wg © |
6 agc @1 waar a1 B H| e, uifew™, s9d, gSE e 3Fd U9
SETeRVT & Sfel fdaral @ gersr d fEdr & M fagr 1 & &R S Refar
ST T & BT IUIF R Bl Soxd ol B |

3 IS oRwd & b &A wdel H Iff & Hedl @l derar < &
AHRIAD A IGT DI Sxd & d1 9 eVl ¥ UROT o Pl Sexd &
e 3 dF TR FAd) Aheldl Ul 8| 319 & 9 T § Sidfd Ud, e,
§TAIT, golagid WISl 3R W dgdhx d¥dIaxy YN 439 &1 & 99 4 ¢
g, TR fog fasfl ) fawy & IRaw Fde HIad HAT Bo] GAgsd 81 12
g, SR ¥ 304 I Bl ol Ad, el fbr, Asenm onfs & I Al 9
P | DI ST & b Pl AfRET |1 Vb AFERS Silad el 99 W | |iSTa da
T Ugd Whd & Sld Usell dhad IRl | 3id H—

"D HEdl & b AT H GRIT F7E B,
TP UeR Al ORI dfead | SBTell IR | |”
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g &I gefery RIaR 5o ST

NIvt pHIX died

HRAG M Y IR ARAA & fov 1ol averadr | fadde ik I8
AR 81 & | AFYRIRIGdl AR 9 Udholedl AR UHdl & Gfed & &
gd # Il O B T W T 98d ¥R &R AgAd ¥ i @ 21 s

SQTERY BH BT H IORM, JHs, dellR, SIAAYR, WHAYR, RS YRIGMEISE, UGl

IR ool § Twd W 2|

HE—AY B8 A AFIRIYSA BT JER & I§ gR0T & b AR T
Py VW FRERT H deT 83 © foFe f2d 7 % o § dfed Th—qER @
R W | 39 T8d U TREr [dRIY & @NT 37U |RIGR & f3dl Bl TS
A B U H e 9RErl 9 gad gurel d |aryerde fedl & ufae
FRA Tl 37Th IR IR B AN B | I 99 UH TR Bl SafoId dedl & | YT
gafely & b aed AT 81 9 s AEEl R A {4l ART U1 FRET @red §
9 30T & foly Ta—g@ ¥ Smumemdy Bl & oy ufovds! dgd! 2 | ufavdg!
3MHTAG RV H Uga TR Udb @ &l IRAd R O & fawg 81 orar 2| 3id
H SR R DI oTSlg SHR! & g $9 R8I AMIGIRIEbl MMhHD Bl dall
SIS

IJrefiedl & fderT B8 & o d 1920 db ATEIIddr BT Ugel
Wﬁ@@w% Wmsﬁwmmsﬁwﬁﬁaﬁwﬁaﬁ
ATHETRIS [T Th) A Gl 2 | 391 oROT § Arerfye gfafqfta o Rigid
SHR B ATET AT B |

g d1¢ ARG &7 8" &1 3FTell bl I Il © | AreTaddr
R e & S 201 & Uh A 8 BT I@1 BT &, S B U 2 & 8 |
e a9y foa=lY WY gF 99T Sfa &7 8 FohdT ® dfhd SHBT A,
JoIfa®, nfdie R U A & B F8l Adhdl| 99 W AIRIfiddr dedl @
f5 &7 U® o9 B 799 91t € SIR BRI GG nfdfe R s €1 39 B
AHYEIIdar 9 Rl & Td 8M BT raT BRal § Sl Ub § o A8l | 3T I8
SgfTE B | I8 ARAT I ST HEl & 3R 3R U gig & AHARR TSl B
fear S ar IR 9@ & Efed & Y | 39 R ArGIiddl TRl & 9Iyd
gfg # RN T | 39 IR IWT WY A1 I8 ghg BT KT §8 B odl 2 |

ARG dlbad & faRrel 8 wifed amrerfiedr afdd & difge R
R W T8 Bledl & e BRYT Ffdd dibdifd T8l & dAhdl IR 39
IR TR I8 Albad & [06g & | IR gfoemt # SRl g dofufrl & fRai
BT UV T GG AT O IRBR B A1 FEANT 8 odfb 1909 & 1€ <l
Ty SFdT & I H 3N | 1920 b IMI—3Id I 919 I8 T8 &b Haenfa
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TR W B IR B S FHar ©; T & FedNT A qS | 1930 Tb WRA B
ISR SNl |ead 81 AT 3R FAISaG bl 9RT Aolqd 8, Sl Ul
AfHT & IR B 919 Bl & | Gonufal & 9 fadwen o f 98 WaR @
A1 Bl SIY AT AT [STleed GG a1 of | <ifdb §9 R1 9 Ufshar H gRerd
Uolafd enfie 81 9| 3R S ARIRISdl & oRUT DI (N dgRIT| 3R
ARG 09 3R I=1d 2ldl T8 T4—91d Aldhad dI &RT Aofdd sl T8 |

ARGl dedl & & Uh fa9y g9 999 aral &1 2T T © 3R
gHIaART BT B I/H = T | o[ WEGIRGAT OH B Al sﬁ
Rz Bedl & | i g @7 vy 799 2, ok I8 Afeadl & 4 bers &
ﬁquﬁlwwwﬁwwaﬁaﬁ@aﬁﬁwmﬁ
IR TR ¥ a9y &7 R 99 BT ST AfdaTd o =Ial & dferd Bl

g |
Jg fhdl = A9y & o &) 9iffie Tahdl &) UeRR 8| 3R 39
IR TR Ig AMINID, i, 3nfdie, dRgfaes 2dl & e 89 &1 gl

ﬂﬁ

uT fRar S A& | f2dl &7 a9 9 309l WRIBIST R Ugadl @, dl 3R
fORIEN JeT 99 SIar § T ArYETe fEAr BT wY o ofdl & |

B HATHR RIS Hedl & fdb AFI 7 {6 SHl | $9 R W) I8
HEIDHICATAT DI UeER TAT AT Bl fSRIEN & | I8 A DI 7 BT Bl AR
i arell ggRy 2 | RTaH o &7 Srerarel o e Jsnfd A9IgRT &1 By v
&l o |

ARG AR & dTIIBIOT Bl AR oo & [d%g Tb UfIr ol
TS B B | IS HIEG BT U ORI B AR Heh) S UIdd 291 &1 IR
foerdl 8 9 g9 &I Adhdie BT AId 94917 2 | ATeTRiadl 39 JhR Adhdlg
BT IQTAT S+ ATelT GId 9hY SURAT T |

9 DR ARYSTADhAT FHISAE, Alhd, gH-Ruerd], gfq, dsif-e Fargm
T AR 2| T IO T B SR e 2 |

AEETRIGAT & BRUIT H R 1 47@, TRE], RISHIRI, Jedl &I AT,
ggeTaral WHIST P B, AMS J&I 2| ggadral FAN BN @ HRU 9RA H
ARYETRIGAT 30 oRH R WX 2, Hifh dgatdia H T bl o dell gEN Dl
BN B9 & \AWIE SaTaT &l © | RNTd $RU 9gadig 37U+ 3 H Holg d
faare &1 favg 99 9T € wife wig Y ouwy fRal &1 afere™ =81 amedr|

IJeiffiedr vd AmeiRe B & i e §| 9meilde 24
ARG fIaRERT &Y 3FTell dhel © | Areride f[aaryRT 997 @1 @ «ff gy
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hdl & b e B sk Imeie aRyRT & y9R TR & gfed
TEI B WHhAI| T BH 3H oS ¥ WA IR 2] AR b TR W B AT
BT |

ARYRTRIGAT & F&oT 774 JHR o—

— AERIEar & HHl Fde Uit =g T &1 WAt SRl 2

— 394 ol T faRIY &1 31T RIGR 91T S & |

— Ig I o1 ATamel | WRIEKR ¢ |

— gTfH® IRl Ud oAl & MR WX I oAHeal &I FHT HT & |

— o1& AR B SURSR qd1aydd 370 f2dl &f gl &1 Jar &l & |
— IR Td HESla Bl JTERT & [Jud 9 % |

39 YR IATHSIAGAT FHIN & folU g1de & | I8 < & FHIfoTd, 3w,
JISHITe Ud Aldbdife [Aar & 966 2 | 39 BRUT 96 a1 QIS Sl
AMaegH B | dfh SffeaTcHd TaS &1 e ud i 8 9 | s9a forw foe
gema QS |ehd —

gH | HOd Ged— ARG B ol BRI g9 I Told IRAT § 3R I8
IR gH-RIfedl W R Rl 2| {o W1efl @ U1 A8@ dH @ Tq
gH B TAd IIAT IR ATl DI 9T BRI © dAT ARG &1, ArRTid
fIaRERT ®I 9Q@T < B | 3 $HBT MaM WAl a%d & | IRBR Bl =
germal iR THRAT | & <1 Alfei—

1. Ifart arfie fRrem— oF vame <o yRa § a1fie e & fvard & <
IIfey Fife AfdTal & T9 gH D ABIZAT qAT D! AT e BT &=
21 Y8dl, o9 HRUT dig A AfdT g9 & Tod IRAT B § Thod Bl SITd]
2] MR g & Ry ) afdaal o fAwer dR w® & S a1 9 afad
g B T WG BT FHST DA, S WISAR TAT AT BT FS3 il 2 |

999 9 B gl H gH b qR H FEHE DI 97dAT UgT HRAl Aty dif 99
gaR J Wo Bid & AT 99 9 | s9H e Jor |wr fOar & 991 AT 8
Thal B |

2. UIGUHA H I URIdA— ISl I BH dedi Dl Whall H UG gRI
ﬁﬁﬁaaﬁﬂéwaﬂmﬁmamwﬁélmﬁmwﬁggsﬁmﬂ
BT ISId ARAT B qAT IH S ARR W AN U6 ARl 1 g8 © | s
HROT B9 9 A8d gU A ARIRIISA & dIol odl & ARGS H STd I8 & | 31
U138y AU H dSA 39 ORE BT A2V [k FHS | HIER d9¢ | 9% & Al
ANTR 37U gasll @l TRAT | TR 9+ | &H BT Riem & IR qreg—dm]
H | Al @ IO BT A [HAT 1Y |
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ured ARl # ¥R HEIgSNl @I Siad & oY SR g @ fag den
Agd & forw & fohar 2|

3. PRI ¥ FYAa— o9 FRerl & Wil © 9y H U9 Jeid 9
e S & g9 MYfad do-TRART @ R W A B afed I U g & al
ghTUe fAg™ B TT S o °H WHIER &1 A S 81| i Sl Mgfa
AT & AR W B difd &9 & IR ¥ Jifdl IO 9 B qAT HUER
AR B |el (320 T | |

4. WM Tw@ BT QoIREl # uaw Mve— Ao H# v AR S fhar
g fdb fdl A1 g o1l 9§ SfuRTEll ygiRy & Al Bl sy 7 fAr Sy |

5.  IAOUHE Alled— U At @ UHRE Bl Weded odr arfey o
fafde oF I9ERl & R 9H9d RMUT BRd H et 81 9 oH Rl @
RIgidl &1 B & o1y FA=qul At &1 o fhar SR S @Rl &1 3

qed H Ul B 9 |

I D FEER ARGHA— Albdd H HATEAR ARIHl BT AgdYUl I | dal Wl
oAl el § Al 89 S "edl & YT YT RSPV Fodl UTd H- & a1 of
T B | 3T AR U Sl GIAT UG B & SHdl 9gd gel e g sl
2| 39 ded ¥ T gema -

1. UFGR H GAM 3e— THFHRI Bl [GAl I9E™ 9w & ufd geura
RGHR TAd GAAT 8l <1 =12y | IW I F9Erl & ufd |99 gie <@
FIMRY | TeAd FAAT <1 R FAR fdde & Fahdl = |

2. "edT &1 I REv— THER qegdl o fhdl g @l dis ARIisdR Ul
T8 BRAT AMRY| S5 deAT Bl I F Ugd BT a2y | dqife ST bl
AE T el T S & A1 Il o Jo <1 | |gar A |

3. WYl HRER P SH— TFA-uFeRi H 9W qRerl 9 9died geul @
gD Bl W Ao =1fae | difd s A8 | So=dl 94 g8f & IR § 5
qD |

4. UP GHIGR Pl &I M1 IMIG— S B SR (AT U ARIEr ey
®I B =T FE 9T @R | i s 99 AWEr a9y # &R Y SO
B B GUIIT 9¢ STl © | M Aol AT U A1y |

SRS EICE
1. 9 et | d9e wRght &1 e o1 @Ry | aerie J=rghd
T ff IS & AT g9 B MR W T BRb db & IR TR B BT g
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B B | 3R Tb & MR R 9 I Feq o1 ar anfies S=1e, ofr favary
qqT giiiE HeIal T B Gl & | 39 UPR AL AAGRT db $ Aedq 4

NG [N O\ -
difed g fAHRT o= § A8r® §|

SIS AR 9 Ferl @ foy Rem @l 9We w9 | SaRen g
=Ry | e vd Jeagad e | fedqal &1 AFfiedr § gaed (T 9

AT ST FheT 2 |

2. Q¥ ¥ AIBRYUl drdERe UST R4 Bg A ANREG ARl B AR] BRAl
Y| TR Wfagm & N FAdee aal & owee 44 ¥ 9AF AFRS wdfdr
BT fIHr R BT AT oy DI g1 771 € Wdfb st W@ UAr e 81 g
2| 3d: WISTR BT JIAEaRYT RAMUT B 7 WA ARTRSG Gl DI AN] Bl
A 2 |

3. <Y H AMIAEel g9 @ Urcdrgd fear SEr =gy | Aeadrare) 99 Jea
H & AEAT & AT SHD BT DI YA Rl 2 | 39 folv T8 IS
AqAghT, oMy |ra, AR affe W ogdd <dl B 3
AFGAIATST 9 &I 9IS Ul ey |

4, TRFRMEET 991 H URGldhd U& DI HH HId Addral 9 clfbdue bl
TG BT YATH HRAT MY | URa I bebdl & HRU Afdd YRS JEI 8 Il ©
AT FANST TAT WATRGd & Hel odl © | 3 dllihdd Ue R &9 o §U
A AT 6T ST & AT A D aeIdhdl ¢ |

5. g fRrem wxenedl # g¥ T @ Uels A Hx I aIfev | wife g™
T g9 @ arfebd, e AarReEm wRar & T 99 gE|t B BT Ud Tl
BT IdT Il UTaT 2 3N gffs Ppeval Ha Bl 2 |

6. ¥ UER Bl WAl WH DR ARV | WA= g8 BT TR DR bl
ge Pl & qATE AT ST a7y |

7. AR Silae H ATUETRIG T S dToll Bl hoR &S oAl ST TRy |

8.  wHIS H Afdd Hedl BT f[Abrg R A1y | s forg |1 fRieqor wwermafl
# At Rrer sifard s =Ry |

9 UBR ARG Bl WH B & (7 3D GeI1d 81 Hhd & offch
I &I 91 HId DI A gaol DI 2| Sd qP A DI A Gl el q9
Jd A A ARG 9 we @adl 8, IR T8 yard faerd 8 |ahdr ¢ |
gaferg fdt 1 1 & F'T B
A Bl gafoly, AR gadt S |
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o BT g5folU, TSR dac] ST |
HIRTIT BT g BT TR :I%“r
feomant &1 9gfery, fhN g9 STdT |

Id: difed A b A1 B G TR P BT WA B Ghal & | Far #
gedl e, Afde gl &1 fderd, dsfe JAghy M & R R IHE B
ST Ahdl © b S arelr 9fasy 31 Fd_T STy AT |
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