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Preface

It gives me pleasure to present you with another collection of essays
authored by the officers of All India and Group ‘A’ services at Lal Bahadur
Shastri National Academy of Administration, Mussoorie (LBSNAA) under
the aegis of National Foundation for Communal Harmony (NFCH). These
essays presented in the form of an e-monograph are the result of the
annual essay competition organized by NFCH for the officers under training
at LBSNAA.

The theme of this book “Universal Education for Social Harmony” is apt,
particularly, when recently ‘Right to Education’ was made a fundamental
right under the Constitution of India. Education can play a vital role in
iImparting importance of social harmony to our children. Parents and
teachers too have an important duty to instill the values of social harmony
to children.

These essays written with erudition and scholarship will be useful in raising
awareness on this important and sensitive social issue. Anyone who reads
these essays will not only get benefited by imbibing knowledge on social
harmony but will also get introduced to fresh and new thoughts.

We are grateful to the officers who in spite of their busy schedule could

spare time to write these essays, covering various dimensions of the topic.

PO

(Lalit Kumar)
Secretary
NFCH
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L earning to live together

Mona Pruthi

In one of its reports on Education, UNESCO has mentioned the four pillars of
Education. These are:

Learning to live together
Learning to know
Learning to do
Learning to be

This suggests that the education system should be such that it leads to the
development of the capacity to absorb new knowledge (“learning to know”); to
gainful employment (“Learning to do”): to the building of a unique all-round
personality (“Learning to be”) and perform the important function of social
integration (“Learning to live together”). Education is a socially meaningful
activity. This link between individual self-fulfilment and social commitment is
made out clearly in our Constitution wherein the promise in the Preamble-“liberty
of thought, expression...” is reconciled with reciprocal rights (“right to
education”) and duties (“duty of the parents to send their children to school™).

Sociologicaly, Education performs two functions, which appear to be
contradictory to each other. On the one hand, education is the most important
instrument of Sociaization. It helps the individua to internalise the structures and
processes of society and learn those skills and attitudes, which will enable him to
take a meaningful place in society and contribute to its well being. On the other
hand, education also develops in an individual the capacity for critical thinking, for
interrogation of existing structures of society, for resistance and for generation of
alternatives. In the process education becomes a catalyst for social change.

In its socio-cultural context, education empowers people in a way that no

other process can. The twentieth and twenty first century can probably be called
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centuries of people’s empowerment. Various groups of people all over the world
are waging determined battles to secure for themselves certain rights which are
necessary to preserve the dignity of the individual and which the neo-liberd
apparatus is reluctant to cede to them. There are campaigns to secure the right to
water, the right to use of forest, to sustainable development and numerous others
waged by women, dalits or the differently abled. In all these struggles education
has been employed as a weapon for mass resistance. Education and knowledge, in
some or the other form, for instance, indigenous knowledge as against market
oriented developmental practices, ae being used as a weapon by
marginalized/silenced/oppressed groups to demand and secure what is rightfully
due to them. Education, therefore, also has a revolutionary aspect.
Rabindra Nath Tagore in ‘Gitanjali’ put it beautifully:

Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high

Where knowledge isfree;

Where the world has not been broken up

Into fragments by narrow domestic walls;

Wher e words come out from the depth of truth

Education is also a very important intervention in the larger task of
achieving social justice and building an egalitarian social order. The academic
discourse on education has incorporated the concept of sociad justice realizing that
education can address the inequalities existing in society. Education is a powerful
instrument in the process of overcoming inequalities and accelerating societal
transformation besides achieving economic progress. It can help establish a new
social order which is based on equality, freedom and fraternity. It also gives people
the voice to speak out loud against oppression. In this regard Amartya sen and

Dreze comments:
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‘Greater literary and educational achievement of disadvantaged groups can
increase their ability to resist oppression, to organize politically and to get a fairer
deal’.

Equitable distribution of educational opportunities is, therefore, an important
strategy to promote social justice.

Indian society is stratified along several parameters of caste, income,
religion, language and region. Along each of these axes lurks the possibility of
socia disharmony and violence. Since Independence, Indian society has suffered
spasms of violence and conflicts on account of communalism, fundamentalism,
caste and linguistic feuds. Democracy suddenly dawned upon the people, used to
years of colonial rule and this “tryst with destiny” as it were caught us in the
middle of a huge number of contradictions and conflicts. Democratic polity itself
became a source of social disharmony as the political class began to play
communities against each other for political gains. People’s negotiation of a
democratic polity unfolded as problematic task. Multiple identities based on
narrow regiona or communal loyalties occupied the civil space and bred tension in
society. India began to slowly crack along the lines of caste, religion and language.
Culture, religion and the state which ought to have performed integrative role
assumed disintegrative functions. People found it more profitable to privilege other
identities over a pan Indian identity. llliteracy, hunger, poverty, unemployment
further fed the demon of social unrest. Groups of people largely disillusioned with
the narrative of the Indian Dream sought refuge in their .constructed identities of
caste, religion or ethnicity, political mobilization of people on divisive grounds
further alienated them from the discourse of a common citizenship. Failure of the
state apparatus to take firm action in situations of communal violence strengthened

the divisive forces. In effect, the fabric of avery tolerant civilization, which had for
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centuries accommodated foreign elements and made them its own, began to rip
apart. Social disharmony spread as negative stereotypes of communities other than
ones own were constructed and perpetuated for selfish ends. Emotional appeals
and provocative situations were contrived in order to create a climate of fear and
hatred.

On the one hand, India moved ahead on a path of political reform-
Panchayati Rg shifted the center of power, universal adult franchise gave al the
citizens a stake in the governance of their country. Modernity came all of a sudden
and society was confronted with alarge number of gaps. Socialy and culturally we
were still bound by the traditions of the past and were unable to catch up with the
new found rhetoric of opportunity, modernity, development and industrialization.
It is in these gaps of low literacy, income disparities that agents of social
disturbance found a home. Unemployed youth bewildered by the rapid pace of
change become easy targets and were easily indoctrinated into believing that the
cause of al their misery was the other (the Muslim or the urban male or even the
State).

Then came Globalization — the market oriented consumerist ethos which
suddenly brought the Great Indian Dream back into vocabulary. Dreamz
Unlimited. India Shining. Suddenly we became global citizens who ate at
McDonald’s, went to PVR Cinemas and brandished latest mobile phones. This
system Mall-ed or perhaps “mauled” us. Nobody paid attention to the subtext of
growing resentment as income disparities widened visibly. The many who were
left out of the pie of prosperity became players in the drama of social discontent.
First it was the contradictions generated by a democratic polity; now it was the
conflicts brought to the fore by Globalization.

The crisis created by the changed nature of society necessitated a re-
Imagining of our education system. The first task would be to make the education
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system equitable. Equality of opportunity can bring social harmony in two ways.
One, education per se broadens the outlook and fosters a culture of tolerance. Two,
equity, equality and social justice are interconnected objectives. Despite
Millennium Development Goals regarding universal education, Dakar framework
for Action, 2000 and programs like DPEP, Education For All seems a distant
dream. Various kinds of deprivations contribute towards a household’s decision
regarding schooling and there is a difference between desire for education and
demand for education.

There is a new class of educationa entrepreneurs who are busy running
educational institutions as profit making enterprises. Idioms of profit control,
competitiveness and market values prevail over the philosophy of education as a
public good. Coupled with the state’s avowed principle of reducing fiscal deficit,
minus the complex economics, it basically means very limited funds getting into
the education sector. As education submits to the norms of the market there is a
growing differentiation of schools into Govt. run and private schools. Primarily
catering to the demands of a growing middle class and a new transnationa €lite,
private schools are mushrooming all over the country. This formal model of
education was basically derived from the colonia state and it has prevented the
emergence of alternatives to schooling. It was from its genesis entrenched in the
aspirations of the middle class. Severa theorists like Pierre Bourdieu have talked
of the power relationships built into the constructions of knowledge and its
transaction. We need to do a rethink on this formal model of education as it has
failed to include everyone and also failed to close the gaps that have opened up in
Ssociety.

In the context of a fragmented and contested imaginary of education, it is
best to return to some basic questions for whom and for what is education? What

kind of society do we want to create? What interlinkages must there be between
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the state, society and the market so as to deliver an educational system that
recognizes the changing nature and rel ationship between the three.
In seeking to integrate such issues, it may be critical to rethink the curricula itself-
from one that prioritizes teaching to one that privileges learning so that both
teachers and students see learning as a continuous, open and dialogic process.
Conscious efforts should be made to design education policy and curricula and
textbooks in a way that they promote national identity, citizenship and patriotism.
Textbooks being the chief site of the transmission of knowledge are powerful
instruments in the creation of shared social constructs and in the enterprise of
Nation-building. Social Studies curriculum, especialy History, is often used to
give asense of aglorified past and inculcate patriotism.

To enable education to carry this heavy burden of bringing about social
harmony, the following may be kept in mind:

% To make textbooks a powerful force that can strengthen National Integration
by undoing biases and stereotypes in books.

% Peace Education may be made a major theme of study. Mahatma Gandhi

said: Imposition of peace is possible only through the power of words taught
to young minds.

% Value Education can aso be given in order to sensitize young minds

towards the basic human values essential for alife of dignity.

¢+ A rights bases approach ought to be incorporated in educational process.

% Need to make education creative and encourage experimentation and inter
disciplinary studies so that knowledge becomes halistic.

% In the teaching of history, specific chapters may be added which emphasize
the plurality of Indian culture and can remove communal biases from the
minds of people by telling them of the historical solidarity between

communities.
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¢ The teaching of History should not end with 1947 but should go beyond it so
that children understand how simmering hatreds of the past still impact our
lives. We can incorporate recent history also in the syllabus.

% Open schooling should be encouraged to make education more inclusive.

% Studies in human rights should be made part of studies.

% While redesigning the curriculum, objectives of National Integration and
social harmony must be kept in view. Through poems and stories at the
primary school level and through essays and speeches of our great |eaders at
secondary levels of school, we may incorporate learning on these issues.

s Students should be made to do socia work especially among people of
communities other than their own.

% The underlying basic unity of all religions can be taught by including
sections from different religious books, all of whom teach love and
compassion.

* Vocationalize education so that the youth get employment or can take up
self-employment.

Besides changes in curriculum, bringing education back to the centre of any
discourse on social integration and social harmony needs a wholesale reworking of
educational planning mechanisms. We need to bring people’s voice into the
education planning process. Community mobilization, village education
committees and shiksha andolans can be effective processes of decentralization in
education. The discourse on education must consciously give voice to the silenced
majority and redefine its objectives by valuing their lives on their own terms. A
people centred, rights oriented education system which meets their needs and
answers their aspirations will help in forging a shared understanding, a
commonality between different communities. It will be a form of bridging

education- bridging the numerous divides that exist in society. Basically education
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shall have to be based on solid cultural and civilizational principles because
somewhere along the line, different local cultures have an inner core that consists
of variations on asimilar set of themes.

Universalisation of education has been a goal of policy planners from the
beginning. The argument here is that we need to lay equal emphasis on both
universal access to education and a universalizing education in terms of content
and quality. An education that gives the human mind the breadth of scope and
vision that can make mindless dimension that separate man from man, trivial and
worthless. A universal and universalizing education has immense potential to forge
bonds of social harmony simply because it makes one more humble, tolerant,
accommodative. A good learning is one which argues against rigid positions and
gives one the ability to look at anything from multiple perspectives. It should
enable us to outgrow the ‘us’ versus ‘them’ perspective and should balance the
demand for objectivity with the poetry of subjectivity. W.B. Yeats in his poem
“Among School Children” says that the greatest age for culture is one where
objectivity and subjectivity are well matched.

O chestnut-tree, great-rooted blossomer,

Are you the leaf, the blossom or the bole?

O body swayed to music, O brightening glance,

How can we know the dancer from the dance?

With perspective comes depth and it is this ability to comprehend things
from a larger perspective that brings balance and accommodation to thought. We
need an education system that imparts not only knowledge and skills but also
wisdom. This essay may be appropriately closed with a shloka to Goddess

Saraswati, the Goddess of learning and the performative arts.
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Gnanananda Mayam Devam
Nirmala Sptika Kruthim
Aadharam Sarva Vidyanam
Hayagrivam Upasmahe
| promise myself before the Goddess who is the personification of knowledge and

happiness, who is very pure, and who is the basis of all learning.
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Education fosters social solidarity

Amrita Dash

“How unspeakable is the effect of bringing people up from infancy in
a belief and in habits founded on it... The power of education is
almost boundless. there is not one natural inclination which it is not
strong enough to coerce and if needful to destroy by disuse”.
John Stuart Mill in “The Utility of Religion™
It may be said that the very existence of human race is contingent upon the
prevalence of harmony in the society. Development — social, economic, political,
moral and intellectual and progress in various spheres, first and foremost, require
order and peaceful co-existence; in other words, social harmony. Since time
immemorial, mankind has been involved in an unending quest for peace and social
harmony. It is believed that at the beginning of human existence, life was nasty,
brutish and short. Chaos and confusion, quarrels and fights used to be the order of
the day. It was then, as per noted theorists Thomas Hobbes and John Locke that
men and women entered into some sort of socia contract. The purpose of the
contract was to put an end to the tumultuous existence. It was redized that
mankind could make some sort of headway by binding everyone into a contract

oriented at forming and nurturing a harmonious society.

Even though we do realize that social harmony is the prologue to a better,
just and content way of life and living, we have not been able to deal successfully
with the threats posed to harmonious co-existence. Social discrimination, economic
exploitation, numerous forms of inequalities, human rights violations, terrorism,
insurgency etc. have tarred the socia fabric, time and again. They have become
such serious and persistent afflictions that a society characterized by peace, order

and harmony seems like a utopia.
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An overview of the challenges to social harmony leads one to think that the
various problems and conflicts in the world which inevitably lead to disharmony,
disintegration and chaos are not merely the result of our “diversities” in terms of
beliefs, values, genders, races or religions. As a matter of fact, they are the result of
misunderstanding and negative thinking, we have towards each other. While
pondering over the ways and means to deal with them, it can be said that for one,
education can be used as an effective instrument in bringing knowledge and
understanding thus enhancing harmony and peace. As the noted American
educationist Horace Mann has pointed out, social harmony should be the primary
goal of the school. Mann felt that a common school would be the “great equalizer”.
Poverty would most assuredly disappear as a broadened popular intelligence
tapped new treasures of natural and material wealth. He felt that through education,
crime would decline sharply as would a host of moral vices like violence and
fraud. In sum, there was no end to the social good which might be derived from a

common school.

Education is avital factor in the process of secondary socialization. Through
education, a child is moulded to suit the requirements of the society and thus
becomes its effective, contributing member. But for education to embattle
disharmony, one very important aspect has to be taken into consideration. That is
to say, education should be universal to achieve the goa of social harmony.
Otherwise, it may end up as another threat to the society’s existence. It may be
noted that in the pre-British period in India, education system was esoteric and was
the privilege of the elite. One had to be qualified by the virtue of one’s birth in a
high caste or “varna’ in order to have the privilege of learning certain subjectsin a
certain ‘elitist’ language. Those who did not so qualify had no right to read or

write. They had to look up to the educated for directives regarding persona and
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social conduct. This lead to various forms of socia exploitation, discrimination etc.
More than that, esoteric education blocked the evolution of a common national
identity in the country. In view of this, it can be said that education must be

universal and widespread in order to bring about social harmony.

Here, a question arises- How is social harmony possible through universa
education?

A recipe for increasing socia harmony is to inspire self-awareness through
education. To be self aware is like Gandhi’s “Satyagraha” the knowledge and
expression of our true capacities. By experiencing and fulfilling our true selves, the
highest level of awareness, we will then be “aware of our true nature, acting and
feeling in accordance... we experience primordial happiness”. Education is the key
to giving insight to true human nature and fulfilment of true human needs.
Education will create the critical mass of those aware of the various problems of

the society and the need to transform it.

Education is omnipotent — it is the main determining cause of socia
harmony and social progress for it is what men think that determines how they act.
In character of the national education existing in any particular society is seen, at
once, the principal cause of its permanence as a society and the chief cause of its
progressiveness. But, education in order to be effective as an instrument ushering
in and maintaining social harmony should not be an ‘education of mere words’.
The aim of universal education should be to cultivate common sense, to diffuse
good sense among people, which would qualify them to form sound practical

judgment of the circumstances by which they are surrounded.

It may be stated that the uneducated, the illiterate are virtually excluded
from the mainstream of the society. The plight of the uneducated is two-fold-they

remain unaware of the society’s prized values and their role in perpetuating the

Universal Education for Social Harmony 12



same; meanwhile, they tend to develop ideas and values which conflict with those
of the society. In such a situation, universal education can dispel the gloom of
ignorance by taking every individual within its fold and inculcating in them the
invaluable ideals that the society stands for. The noted sociologist, Emile
Durkheim has pointed out that education is a powerful instrument in the process of
socialization as it fosters socia solidarity. In classroom teaching, those values
which are cherished by the society are instilled into the children. Especialy, the
teaching of history is very important since it brings the society’s past alive to the
students. This is how they learn to be proud of their historical past, cultural
heritage and societal values and respect the same. Thus, education becomes the
instrument through which the culture that each generation gives to its successors is
transmitted. It brings about loyalty to the fundamental principles of the system of
socia union and fosters a feeling of common interest and active cohesion. In this
manner, education, in the long run, builds value consensus amongst the taught and
lays the foundation for national integration. Following Durkheim, it may be
adduced that education, if accessible to all, can cut through those divisive and

fissiparous tendencies which perpetrate disharmony.

India, as a nation, is ridden with fragmented identities based on caste,
religion; region etc. people seem to owe more allegiance to their respective groups
and sub-groups than to the nation-state. Even in this so called age of information
and technology, primordial identities appear to be of paramount importance.
Needless to say, such attitudes have been responsible for numerous conflicts within
our society. In such a state of affairs, universal education can play an important
role since it has the capacity for inducing in individuals, self-restraint; the power of
subordinating persona impulses and aims to the ends of the society; of adhering,

against all temptation, to a course of conduct prescribed by the society. A rationa
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and modern curriculum which takes a balanced approach and is sensitive to the
needs of the indigenous communities can open new vistas of knowledge, hitherto
unexplored treasures of learning which would broaden outlooks and dispel dark
prejudices and petty bias of all those who are exposed to it. This would go a long
way in expunging all the social evils, which threaten to suck the lifeblood of our

society.

Education has a further important role in cultivating social harmony. It may
be said that harmonious co-existence can best be realized in a democracy. To this
end, education installs ideals of individuality, freedom, truth etc. which are
fundamental to the democratic way of life. To be effective, a democracy requires a
minimum level of literacy and intellectual maturity, without which there cannot be
an informed and critical populace, able to share in the task of governing itself. For
this education needs to be meaningful and universal because only then can it foster
a feeling of community, of living with others in a situation of mutual obligation,
and following from this a sense of responsibility (and respect) for others, a
readiness for voluntary service, for co-operation towards the common good, and a
willingness to eschew violence and settle disputes by appea to reason. In other
words, a regime of universal education can mould democratic skills and attitudes
and skills among the taught and thus lay the foundation of an era of social

harmony.

Social harmony necessarily requires al round progress in order to sustain
itself. And it is impossible to dream of progress without making huge investments
in quality of human capital. Countries like China have realized this and are taking
resolute steps in this direction; they are improving their education system. In a
knowledge based economy like India, investment in improving the quality of
human capital, especially through education should be seen as an investment in
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national balance sheets, and in my view, the most important, and ultimately, the
greatest contributor to national harmony. Thankfully, we have acknowledged this
fact and are making considerable investments in the various programmes oriented
at universal education which, in turn, promise to unleash untold potential and

dynamism in the county and thus contribute to social harmony.

The most ambitious of the programmes launched by the Government of
India to bring about universal education is the Sarva Siksha Abhiyan. It is a
flagship programme for achievement of universalization of elementary education
in a time bound manner as mandated by the 86" amendment to the Constitution of
India making free and compulsory education to the children of 6-14 years age
group, a Fundamental Right. The programme seeks to open new schools in those
habitations which do not have schooling facilities and strengthen existing school
infrastructure through provision of additional classrooms, drinking water, toilets,
mai ntenance grants and school improvement grants. The programme has a specid
focus on girl’s education and children with special needs. It also seeks to provide
computer education in order to bridge the digital divide. Universal education,
which includes women in its ambit, would double the human faculties available for

the higher service of humanity.

Realizing that there can be no harmony in a society where women are
deprived of education, the Government has launched the Kasturba Gandhi Balika
Vidyalaya scheme for setting up of up to 750 residential schools with boarding
facilities at the elementary level for girls belonging to the SC, ST, OBC and
minority communities in difficult areas. This programme is being co-coordinated
with other programmes like the Sarva Sksha Abhiyan, Mahila Samakhya, National
Programme for the Education of Girls at the Elementary Level etc. since we realize

the utmost importance of education in fostering social harmony, we need to
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enlighten and create widespread awareness among all the sections of the society,
particularly among the socially underprivileged people. For this purpose, the
government has launched a variety of schemes, which stress on providing
education to this section. The purpose is not only to enlighten them but to bring

them into the national and social mainstream.

Universal education is the most important element for growth and prosperity
of anation. Indiaisin the process of transforming itself into a developed nation by
2020. yet we have 350 million people who need literacy and many more who have
to acquire employable skills to suit the emerging modern India and the globe.
Children who belong to weaker sections of our society are undernourished, and
only a small percentage of them manage to complete 8 years of satisfactory
education. We need to think specifically of them. Education is indeed a
fundamental right of every Indian child. The onus is upon the government,
administrators and the citizens, at large to ensure that this right is enjoyed for the

greater goal of good governance and social harmony.

Whatever the redlity of the past, the yearning for social harmony is deeply
rooted in mankind. With society becoming more varied and culturally diverse. The
challenge to satisfy that yearning become more insistent quickened by an
increasing interdependence of the peoples and nations of the planet. The
practicalities of this global interdependence and the growing interaction among
diverse peoples pose magjor challenges to old ways of thinking and acting. How we,
as individuals and communities, respond to these challenges will determine
whether our communities become nurturing, cohesive and progressive, or
increasingly inhospitable, divided and unsustainable. At this point, we are relying
upon the universal spread of education to make socia harmony and peaceful

universal spread of education to make social harmony and peaceful co-existence
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possible. What we require is value based universal education resting on lofty
Ideals, which inspire those taught to attain new standards of excellence in terms of
human character that is evolved. Education, widely-based but with a focus on
moral and ethical development, will encourage thinking in terms of historical
process, seeing in history progress toward a world civilization. The concept of
unity in diversity should be fundamental to such teaching. Doctrines that expound
exclusivity or superiority, whether of race, gender or religion, will be found
unacceptable. Such a system of universal education will not only lay the
foundations of peace and harmonious co-existence but will also sustain a state of

harmony in adialogic, participative and educative democracy.
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Education is pursuit of truth

Amarnath Asokan

Human societies have evolved through severa thousand years. Starting with
a nomadic form of life, human beings began to settle down and established
collective living or community living. It is taken as the origin of human societiesin
anthropology. The objective of community life was to lead a secure and
harmonious life. Resources were shared by the members of the community and
everyone contributed to the well-being of the society. From then on, the process of
evolution has witnessed severa transformations that impacted every aspect of
human life. Today, the 21% century society witnesses utter disharmony among its

constituents, endangering the basic objective of harmonious living.

Factor s disturbing Social Har mony

The question that naturally arises: What are the factors that were responsible
for the disruption of socia harmony? The answer lies in a deegp analysis of the
societal systems that exist today. Today’s society, unlike its predecessors, is a

multi-faceted, multi-cultural, multi-ethnic and a complexly diversified one.

Social disharmony stems from the inequalities based on the intangibles like
religion, caste, creed and language. Though prevalent throughout the global
stretch, they are a common phenomenon of the developing countries. Even
development in several developing societies of the world has been hampered due
to such conflicts. The historical backdrop of such societies, their cultural past often
contributes to such inequalities. They result in denigration of basic human dignity
and self-respect. In fact, these are the basic forces of destruction of social harmony.

There are also economic inequalities as a consequence of unequal access to

opportunities. Differences in the economic condition of the people in the society
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have created two different section — the haves and the haves-not. History points out
that such a class demarcation results in the exploitation of the weak poor by the
dominant rich. This creates tensions in the societal fabric and results in the
breakdown of relationships eventually leading to disharmony.

Another invisible inequality is that of gender. Agan, a common
phenomenon of the developing societies, gender discrimination is practiced with
impunity. Women are discriminated against men in terms of access to property,
avenues of economic prosperity and education. In some societies they are even
denied the basic rights available to human beings. To ensure fairness, some
societies adopt measures to compensate for historical and social disadvantages that
prevent women and men from being treated equally. But, that is just a temporary
measure to provide alevel playing field. Social harmony is possible only if the two
partners actively participate in societal development and transformation.

Given the degree of inequalities, the journey towards a harmonious society
iIs a long one. The best way is to start providing all its members the basic
requirements which will help them lead a dignified life. Education is one of them —
perhaps the most important one towards establishing an egalitarian socia order.
And such education must be “universal’ viz. made available to every individual in

the society.

Concept of Universal Education

Recognizing the significance of universal education, UN made it a part of
the UN Millennium Development Goal, which binds the countries to ensure that all
children complete primary schooling. However, the first magor Internationa
affirmation on Universal education was as early as 1990, at the world conference
in Thailand, when 155 countries resolved to universalize primary education and

significantly reduce illiteracy. The conference adopted the vision that al children
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have the basic fundamental right to education. Severa countries in the world,
mostly the developed and some of the developing countries have achieved
universal education. Some of the countries have tried to accomplish the objective
of Universal Elementary Education (UEE), which is small step towards ‘Education
for all’.

Universal education or Education for all means providing universal access,
universal participation (enrolment and retention), equity and universal achievement
of children. Universal access to education indicates the availability of educational
facility within reachable and accessible distances. Universal participation of
children means total enrolment and functional attendance and retention until the
end of the course. Universal achievement means ensuring the achievement of

expected level of learning by amost all the children.

Education for a Har monious society

Education influences and at the same time gets influenced by the whole
development process. Traditionally and historically, education has aways served
as a building block of the society and contributed for national development.
Education can be seen as a basic tool for development of national consciousness
and reconstruction of society.

Education kindles the spirit of inquiry in a human being. It brings rationality
into the human thought process and thus their actions. In the history, socia
renai ssance have been fuelled by the educated intellects, who questioned the socia
taboos ‘and customs. It is education which ultimately results in shaping /
transforming the whole society structurally. And this transformation starts from the
individual whose value systems and beliefs are shaped by education. In other
words, the personality building that takes place through education will increase the

outlook of every individual in the society. The reformers of the society, hence,
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stressed the importance of education as the basis of al socia reforms. Severdl
leaders realized this and hence put forward the hypothesis of “Basic Education”,
which is aso a step towards the universalisation of education.

Education also expands the avenues for human development. Economic
prosperity is an essential component of the human well-being. Again economic
prosperity doesn’t directly correlate with education. But the fact that education
increases the economic opportunities available to the individuals can’t be denied.
Several initiatives like reservation, affirmative action are to ensure that the weaker
sections of the society attain economic empowerment through education. Though
complete elimination of the economic disparities is not possible even in the most
educated societies, the gap between the rich and the poor can be greatly bridged by
the scheme of universal education.

Though education is important for everyone, it is especialy significant for
women. Education is one of the most important means of empowering women with
the knowledge, skills and self-confidence necessary to participate fully in the
development process. This is true not only because education is an entry point to
other opportunities, but also because, the educational achievements of women can
have ripple effects within the family and across generations. Education helps
women to know their rights and to gain confidence to claim them. But, universa
examples prove that women’s literacy rates are significantly lower than men’s in
most countries, but for certain exceptional examples. Universal education, to this
extent, will help in increasing the already increasing enrolment and improve the
retention rates. Thus, providing access to education will result in the economic,
social and cultural empowerment of the groups, hitherto, denied the opportunities

to participate constructively in social development.

Universal Education for Social Harmony 21



L ooking from another angel, the various inequalitiesin the society are in fact
the result of the unequal access to education resources. It iswidely accepted that all
the fields and all the activities in some form or the other are influenced and shaped
by education. Inaccessibility to education puts certain sections at a disadvantage
from the rest of the society. So the issue of social disharmony can’t be addressed
unless the objective of ‘Education for all’ is accomplished. It is the access to
education that makes the severa western countries a better place to live in and the

lack of it which plagues most of the developing societies.

Value education — essential part of universal education

However, in spite of universal access to education, some developed societies
still encounter events that disturb their social fabric. Then the obvious question
arises if social harmony is really possible through universal education. Here, one
must draw a distinction between cent-percent literacy and universal education.
Though, by definition both mean the same, but there is a vast difference between
them. The education system in most countries equips its students with the
knowledge about science and mathematics. Hence, the human dimension vanishes
in this fact-oriented system. It explains why even in societies with cent-percent
literacy, there is disharmony and dereliction of human dignity.

However, the fact needs to be accepted that disturbances to peaceful co-
existence of people are far more less in literate societies. The implication is that
providing universal access to education is the foundation over which an amicable
society can be built. But, then there is a chronic deficiency in the education system,
which has to be addressed to ensure that access to education directly results in
access to an amicable environment.

The need is to create a system of education where there is human

emancipation. Education practices should try to promote vaues, promotion of
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values is directly related to living harmoniously. Education can do a lot to realize
this fundamental reality. To live to full realization of one’s potential is to attain and
actualize values. The inculcation of values should endeavor to cultivate the
personal character needed by the member of a society, which will enable them to
become creative participants in the society, rather than being the disruptive forces
of social harmony, This can be achieved only if the search for values, the eterna
quest for truth is instilled in the child from an early age. And from this the firm
base, everything then must be taught from the most modern form of mathematics
to the latest scientific techniques. Apart from the current content, the
universalisation of education need ot have a human point of view. When such
value based education is provided the society will also fulfill its duty of providing
its members with the opportunities to bloom the fullest. Thus, proving education a

social orientation by promoting value education remains the need of the hour.

The other challenge to the education lies in inculcating and imbibing the
sensitivity towards the environment around the people, contributing to social
reformation. Again not only the content but the procedure also needs reform,
instead of cut-throat competition between individuals, the emphasis should be on
efforts for collective achievements and collective success contributing to overall
development. Therefore, the learning processes need to be organized in order to
give space for group learning and group interaction. Through such a scheme of
value-based, group-oriented universal education, development a sense of
inseparable affiliation between the constituents of society and the society itself is
possible.

It is said, ‘The end of education should be character formation’.
Individuation is of vital importance but it must be conceived, not egoistically, but

in terms of social contribution. If the makers of the society are able to redlize this,
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then the whole purpose of education — and social harmony will be achieved. Thus,
education must be a preparation for living, but more than that it should be a

preparation for living well and harmonioudly in the society.

Conclusion

Ultimately, education in its rea sense is the pursuit of truth. It is an endless
journey through knowledge and enlightenment. Such a journey opens up new
vistas of development of humanism where there is no room for pettiness,
disharmony, jealousy, hatred or enmity. It transforms a human being into a
wholesome whole, a noble soul and as asset to the society. Universal brotherhood
in its true sense becomes the sheet anchor for such education, and universa
education is the means for achieving it. Real education enhances the dignity of a
human being and increases hig/her self-respect. If only the real sense of education
can be realized by each individual, and carried forward in every field of human
activity the society will work with absolute harmony and the world will be so

much a better placeto livein.
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The moto of education isto create thinking human beings

Saugat Biswas

Society is an abstract idea. It consists of many parts. It holds people with
various affiliations. Affiliations are with religion, caste community, race, tribe etc.
There are various institutions in a society as well, like family, marriage,
relationships, schools, universities, clubs etc. These institutions have roles to
perform in the society, by performing which they hold the society together, in
harmony. All these constituent parts when churned in a pool give rise to the
abstract identity called the society. The more the number of affiliate groups in the
society. The more is the complexity and therefore the more are the chances of
entropy or socia disharmony.

The Indian society is one such society where complexity is at its peak. Ours
is a society of multiple cultures and countless identities. Multiculturalism
represents culturally derived differences found among various cultural
communities, and refers to a society within a country, which is characterized by
ethnic or cultura heterogeneity. In such a society cultural diversity is cherished
and where culture communities feel that they are constituent part of the national
identity rather than being encouraged to completely merge over time with the
mainstream. However this same multiculturalism is a source of incompatibility at
times of crisis. There is aways a pull to homogenize from the magjority sections
and a counter pull from the minorities to prevent themselves from amalgamation
with the dominant culture. There are issues of identity, which stand supreme. This
makes our country more susceptible to disharmony. To keep the society in

harmony is one of the prime functions of the state.

Universal Education for Social Harmony 25



As discussed earlier, the constituent parts of a society also have certain
functions, which have grown as institutions with time. One such function is of
education. It is the prime responsibility of the family to impart education to the
young ones. Such education gives them their identity, teaches them a moral code of
conduct, tells them the rules of behaviour, and conditions them with the rites-the-
passage of that particular community to which the family belongs. This informal
education is at the micro-level and depending upon the ideological content of such
education, the new generation of the society grows up into more or less
ethnocentric entities. To take an example, a Brahmin child in India is informally
told in his family that he is a Brahmin, he stands at the top of the caste hierarchy of
Hinduism, he is initiated through the sacred thread ceremony and his exclusive
Dwija (twice born) status etched in his mind. This teaching stays with him all his
life as well as the sacred thread that he blissfully adorns on his body as an
advertisement of his exclusive status. Such education creates ethnocentric entities
within the various communities in the society thereby sowing the seeds of
hindrance to social harmony. Though such education may be essential to build a
community, which is cohesive within itself, however it is not enough to build a
society that is a complex heterogeneous one.

Multiculturalism in India is due to the simultaneous existence of many
religious like, 1am, Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism, Christianity, many Castes,
may Tribes etc. The central factor of contest among these various identities is
education and socia status. It is with the accomplishment of the two that
participation in economic activities and share in the governance of the Nation
comes through.

To take a metaphor from the Biblical text, Adam and Eve only after tasting
the fruits from the tree of Knowledge, realized their naked uncivilized existence

and the events that followed heralded a new tradition in humanity. Education and
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knowledge from the basis of every social change that leads towards a better
tomorrow. It is education that comes first and economy later. The identifiable
functions of education are socialization, communication of knowledge, character
building, and contribution to social and economic devel opment.

A look into the history of caste system in India show us how the “upper”
castes through manipulations in the religio-political texts of Hinduism forbade the
“lower” caste from tasting the fruits of knowledge. There was no education for the
Shudras and the Untouchables according to the Devine pronouncements. These
sections were maintained outside the fort-walls of the city and given menia and
scavenging jobs. These became the exploited sections of the society. This give rise
to disharmony in the society at two levels, one a constant subdued conflict and
creation of a potential rebel community which one day would burst with its
volcano of anger against the exploiters. This sense of redization of self worth
however came within these communities with education and knowledge at the
behest of English education system and some rebellious reformers among
themselves like Narayan Guru, Hari Chand Thakur, Thanthai Periyer, Ambedkar
among others. With the advent of education among this vast section of India
population came economic prosperity and participation in the governance of the
country. The people whose shadow even was untouchable have started holding
high positions in statecraft, and academic in the country now. The process is still
on. Here we see a wonderful case of the Indian cast system which initialy had
neither horizontal nor vertica mobility, now with education has appropriated to
itself occupational maobility. With such a dynamics, a natural concomitant is socia

recognition and ride and a spirit of assertiveness in the society.

Education plays at liberating role. It exhumes potential human resource of the

society and brings it at the forefront of development. It is not for nothing that after
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independence the constitution framers of our country explicitly mentioned
provisions of positive discrimination for the socialy & educationally backward in
the filed of educational and democratic rights in the Constitution. The prime role of
education as the potent mobiliser of the society was aptly recognized. It is also
noteworthy that with the help of education how a potential civil war (read caste
war) was averted in this country and a successful silent revolution took place.
However as multicultural society would have it, there is still resentment among the
dominant caste groups to give away the unreasonable portion of the pie that they
have apportioned through the ages. As per the sociologistsit is part of the change.

The sacred thread is yet to go.

Though today we are at the threshold of a knowledge society, a huge section of our
society isilliterate. These sections are also the ones that livesin the remote villages
in abject poverty, most of them come form the “lower” castes, many of them are
from the minority religious communities and this hydra-headed monster only
weakens us as a hation. However in the cities the situation is diametrically
opposite. There is an explosion of information. Schools, Colleges, Television,
Advertising, Internet, Newspapers, magazines, libraries, Cultural centers, Sports
complexes, markets and what not. Knowledge resides here. As a consequence
markets reside here, and the economy resides here. Such a situation has resulted in
a wide chasm between the knowledge haves and the knowledge have-nots. This
disparity further strengthens the economics gulf between the haves and the have-
nots. This problem becomes more complex as it gets enmeshed in the complexities
of the identity. Thus the concept of universal education becomes relevant. To keep
pace with the creation of a knowledge society, and avoid socia conflict an
disharmony we need to democratize education. Development societies pose types

of challenges in the process of democratization of education. Oneis increasing the
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literacy of the country and the other is to take the light of literacy to places where
iliteracy resides. Such an approach will wither away gradually the potential forces
of social disharmony at the same time creating human resource and opportunities
for the economic development of the country.

Social Disharmony can be seen as an inflated form of conflict of interest
among the various participants in the society. Every participant community vies for
its space while co-existing with the other. The absence of this space causes
resentment and repression, which eventually takes the form of unrest. Such unrest
has its ramifications in creation of disharmonious ideology. Which we may also
call communal ideology, caste ideology, separatist ideology etc. depending upon
the parties. There is always a conflict between groups, which consider themselves
as the mainstream of the society and imagine that the others will in due course of
time amalgamate with them, resulting in a homogeneous culture. This mono-
cultural aspiration is challenged on the other hand by various groups who want to
hold back the purity of their cultures and remain aloof from any extraneous

influence.

There is no doubt that different cultures represent different visions of good
life. Each culture needs others to understand itself better, expand its moral horizon,
and even guard it against the obvious temptation to absolutise itself. As such no
one single culture has the right to impose its values and beliefs on others without
their corporation. A dialogue between various cultures becomes extremely
indispensable in such a situation, and the understanding that varied cultures should
share at-least some common values, and also agree on some common
commitments towards the common good becomes essential. This common value
and common good is India, and its survival as a cohesive melting pot of cultures

that coexist while celebrating diversity.
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Such an awakening is only possible by resorting to universal education. In
this process it is not just the reach of literacy that is important but the quality and
content of the education becomes the most important. We have many challenges.
There are the forces of capitalism which breed economic inequality, there are
vested interest groups that foster the spirit of communalism, there are dominant
castes that want to maintain their hegemony by casteist practices etc. We have the
greatest and the most efficient political tool to facilitate social harmony i.e.
democracy, however it has not been efficiently used due to lack of universa
education, causing inability to use this potent tool efficiently.

Education fosters understanding. Only education can relieve us from our
ethnocentric sensibility. We need to look at other cultures from a cultural - relativist
perspective. It is true that impartial history can give us a logical understanding of
the evolution of our society. Such education makes us more tolerant and human. It
helps us become independent of superstitious beliefs and regressive dogmas.
Education should not only seek to impart knowledge but also cherished vaues
such as universal brotherhood, peace mutua respect, secularism, equality for al
etc.

Gautama Buddha realized the importance of Universal Education as against
the Brahmanical system of exclusive education. To redlize the concept of
Maitrayee i.e. universa brotherhood he propagated the concept of universal
education. It was under his ideological patronage that the greatest Universities of
the times at Taxila, Nalanda and Vikramshila were set-up that functioned till the
12" century AD.

Though we are yet to reaize the dream of universal education, we are not
too far from the right track. A recent judgement of the Delhi High Court is a
testimony to this fact. The Court ruled out interview of parents of children at the

time of admission to primary classes thereby removing the prejudice in selecting
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candidates from the well to do families for education. We must work on similar
lines and take meaningful education to the deeper recesses of the country and light
the lamp of awareness of the self vis-s-vis the surroundings.

Education must be universal; it must be the function of the State. Education
must start at the primary level and must continue till one grows. The motto of
education is to create thinking human beings who can hold their head high and be
their own light. Such education when universal will certainly make social harmony

apossibility.
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Destiny of a nation is being shaped in its classroom

Raju T. Agasimani

“It is the correct statement that destiny of a nation is being shaped in its
classrooms.”

Education has continued to evolve, diversify and extend its reach and
coverage since the dawn of human history. Every country develops its system of
education to express and promote its unique socio-cultural identity and also to
meet the challenges of the times. When a country reaches a stage in its economic
and technical development a mgjor effort must be made to derive maximum benefit
from the assets already created to ensure that the fruits of change reaches all
sections. Universal Education is the highway to that goal.

Education is preparation for living, but more than that preparation for living
well and coherently in the world. Since all the fields and activities in some form or
the other are shaped by education, it is the education that ultimately transforms or
shapes the whole society. Thus the nation building starts with the evolution of
education that assists in socia cohesion. For this purpose to be fulfilled,
universalisation of education in the form of value education with human point of
view is needed. Education promotes values, which are directly related to effective
living and social harmony.

The 1990s saw the issue of universal literacy acquiring urgency nationaly
and internationally as never before. In the last 55 years developing countries have
shown extremely varied performance in social sectors such is basic education. The
Chinese and Koreans are now literate population where as the Indian literacy rate
of 64 per cent is a glaring embarrassment. Universal elementary education is

perceived by many policy makers to have an intimate relation to socio-economic
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reforms and social security. ‘Basic education’ as per Gandhiji empowers the
underprivileged and enables them to benefit from economic development and
industrialization. Also, a literate workforce is a productive workforce and in turn
aids development and thus social security. Thus, in the post liberalization scenario,
universalisation of education is viewed as an answer to both economic security and
social harmony because it provides us four important and strong pillars for
sustaining harmony in our society viz., self awareness, good governance, economic
growth with human face and spiritual enlightenment as shown in the following
paragraphs.

The present day world is marked by a population exploson and the
accompanying problems like poverty, inequality, discrimination and the fight
against hunger, leading to socia disharmony. The world is thus making and will
make many new demands on education. Education lays a strong foundation of the
character of young men and women by instilling in them those moral qualities
which make a nation great. Besides this, children will be taught their rights as well
as duties and obligations towards society. They will learn basic principles of public
ethics, social behavior, health and hygiene, which lay the foundation for socia
harmony.

The eighteenth century industrial revolution and the first machine age
affected mainly the physical aspects of the human faculties, but the scientific and
technologica revolution has influenced the whole of the human mental world. This
revolution has placed al life problems and way of living in a quite new perspective
giving entirely new ways of thinking and acting on the universal basis irrespective
of the country, developed or developing. The technological era brought new hopes
and bright prospects for happiness of human life, along with some of the dangers
such as overpopulation, exhaustion for power and food resources, pollution

problems and the nuclear weapons capable of destroying the whole human race
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and the very existence of our planet earth. To safeguard against such impending
dangers, a modern man must be capable of understanding the global problems and
mould the national and world opinion against the onslaught of these evils and in
favour of judicious utilization of resources for the welfare of the society as a
whole.

In this context, the importance of universal education has increased manifold
and an effective programme of universal education emphasizes the ‘social
harmony’ and welfare through a continuous process. It is expected to prepare the
younger generation as well as the adults for meeting the new challenges and treat
posed to the mankind, and to counteract the dangers associated with the socid
unrest and technological revolution. The new millennium developments has
brought a revolutionary change in the very content of the ways of our life and thus
demands educated and trained persons to manage al this.

In the past, it had been the practice in European countries that educational
development followed the economic development and socia security. But now the
order has been reversed as the educational development is preceding the economic
development and socia security amost on a universal basis. This trend first
emerged in Japan, USSR, USA and later many developing nations are following
this trend successfully and boldly. Again, a significant trend in the world, that
universal education is now preparing people for a type of society which does not
exist at present but would exist in preparing unknown children for an unknown
world. The basis of educational explosion is also socia as the right of receiving
education on universal basis is now gaining popularity. The French revolution
advocated the concept of mass education. Now universal education is expected to
develop social harmony.

In a harmonious and cohesive society there is peace. When there are no riots,

everyone would live happily and as a result, the country prospers. With different
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communties working peacefully with one another, there would be economic
stability and wealth for the country. When the country becomes poor, other will be
no jobs available and people will resort to stealing and other crimes. We all hope
that this scenario would never happen, but in reality, this can happen anytime,
anywhere. The consequences of disharmonious society are dangerous. The best
way to ensure to preserve social harmony and racial cohesiveness is through
universal education. A multi-racial country like Singapore has ensured peaceful
living for its citizens. Social harmony is fundamental to national well-being.
Unless the different communities live harmoniously together, neither the majority
nor any of the minority communities will be able to prosper.

Japan underwent significant reforms in educational system during the Meiji
Restoration and right after the Second World War. The USSR and USA are the two
countries, which used the schools and colleges as potent means of transforming
their socia order. In case of USSR the commitment was to Marxist Leninism.
However, they have used education as a means of economic development and
inculcating a spirit of patriotism while in USA an attempt has been made to bring
the different immigration groups into an integrated socia - The American Way of
Life. French education system has for long been a glory of Europe. In fact, the
schools were designed to handover the cultural heritage to the next generation.
Similarly Germany, Sweden, UK and Belgium gave highest priority to education
so as to fulfill the social obligations and today these are some of the few countries
with social harmony.

The UNESCO Preamble appropriately stated that “Since the wars begin in
the minds of men, the defenses should be created in the minds of men through
education.” We in India are faced with some crucial problem associated with
educational planning and implementation. We have been following the policy of

rapid growth of educational expansion and establishment without or with little
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change in the objective, content, methods, organizational setup and evauative
practices. This has created a very anomalous position, as we want to shape India of
Gandhian dreams and Macalayan system of education. It is necessary to put forth
all our resourcesshuman and material to fulfill the requirements of our
constitutional obligation of universal education. Education is a unique investment
in the present and the future and the cardinal principle is key to the India’s
National Policy on Education. Also, Universal Declaration of Human Rights
proclaims that everyone has the right to free and compulsory education (Art-26).
Education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and to
the strengthening, tolerance and friendship among all nations, racia or religious
groups, and shall further the activates of the United Nations for the maintenance of
peace.

Education brings enlightenment of head and heart, enabling a human being
to attain the greatest possible harmony, internal and external, spiritual and material,
and the fullest possible development of human potentialities and capacities.
Education develops every child’s character, personality and culture. It does not
merely impart information but puts life in harmony with all existence. Education is
thus a crucial input in the socio-economic transformation of traditional economies,
the fact long been realized by the education and economic planners. The need is to
have a suitable universal education policy that may be responsive to societal needs
and aspirations on the one hand and prepare the available vast human resource for
meeting the challenges of the twenty-first century on the other. Even, non-formal
education has become an accepted alternative channel of education for children
who cannot attend full-time schools due to various socio-economic constraints and
should be thus treated as part of the overall system of education. Subjects like
socia harmony can be taught as part of the syllabus. People, educational societies

and government should all play their role according to their resources and
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capacities to make education and effective instrument of socia justice, nationa
integration, socio-economic development and creation of a new man with higher
consciousness capable of evolving a just, democratic, classless human society,
devoted to mutual cooperation, international peace, security and progress of
mankind.

In the words of Ruskin, education does not mean teaching people to know
what they do not know but teaching them to behave properly. Moral education gets
priority for Ruskin. Like Gandhiji, he emphasi zes the aspect of character building
which brings about social harmony. Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru believed that compul sory
and free education is an essentia condition for proper functioning of democracy
that builds social harmony. Free education up to a minimum standard is given in
many countries of the world. As per the Indian constitution, free and compulsory
education is a guaranteed right in the country, a right decision towards attaining
social harmony. To Gandhiji, education is something more than an adventure or to
look within. It should be an askesis- a brata — ‘to see’ as Wordsworth poignantly
remarks ‘into the life of things’. The Gandhian dimensions direct everyone towards
that vision. ‘Education of the heart of characters’ shows the proper avenue of
human perfection, which can bring about social co-existence. Gandhiji goes deep
into the modern maladies of mankind and the first and foremost objective of his
endeavors for socia and cultural transfusion is to bring about social and moral
regeneration of humanity through education. Education is the spirit that enkindles
the inward lamp of eternal light. It is a process of change, continual and dynamic,
cautious and creative, critical and intuitive, which is capable of bringing about
socia harmony.

The power of non-violence or socia harmony is the moral and spiritual
power that teaches the lesson of remaking of man. The end of all learning and

acquiring knowledge is the building up of character. Similar objective were behind
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the establishment of Santiniketan by Rabindranath Tagore. Hence Universal
Education is a necessary end to be achieved expeditiously. Further, in the words of
A.P.J Abdul Kalam education is an endless journey through knowledge and
enlightenment that opens up new vistas of development of humanism. Universal
brotherhood in its true sense becomes sheet anchor for such education. If only the
real sense of education could be realized by each individual and carried forward in
every field of human activity, the world will be so much a better placeto livein.

India’s National Literary Mission achieving a literacy rate of 64.8 percent
(2001) with high growth in rural areas is a positive sign towards social harmony.
India cannot any longer let its children miss education. National policies on
education in 1968, 1986 and 1992 reiterated the resolve to achieve Universa
Primary Education, which aims at universal retention, equity and universal
achievement of children. National Foundation for Communal Harmony established
in 1991-92 with the primary objective to provided fund for children affected by
communal strife for their maintenance and education till they attain the age of 18
years. The untold objective behind these programs are to develop social harmony.
Countries like Cuba, Vietham and South Korea have achieved Universal
Elementary Education within a few year of launching of education for all
programmes. Launching of Edustat and Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan by Govt. of Indiais
a positive approach towards universal education.

Moral, cultural and spiritual values in education have been given immense
Importance. Basic values as respect for others, responsibility, solidarity, creativity
and integrity fostered in children will ‘build a strong socia cohesion. Emphasis in
cultivating good qualities like cooperation, good will, forgiveness, tolerance,
honesty, patience etc. in order to encourage universal brotherhood and to prepare
students as worthy citizens of the country will bring in social harmony. In

education, values of optimism, secularism and service to the poor imprinted of the
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young mind bring about a social transformation, and enhance efficiency and
productivity in al sectors like agricultural, industrial and service. It is in this
context that Mahatam Gandhi’s system of ‘basic education’ is considered as a
sound system and in away emphasized universal education.

Swami Vivekananda believed: “The idea of all education, all training should
be man-making. Education is not the amount of information that is put into your
brain and runs riot there, undigested, al your life. We must have life-building,
man-making, character-making assimilation of ideas ”, thus, value development is
psychological- cum-sociological process where children, at various stages, are
guided by imitation, suggestion and identification. Vaues like secularism,
international cooperation, peaceful co-existence, pursuit of excellence, quality and
national integration are inculcated. The National Policy on Education elucidates,
“in our culturally plural society education should better universal and eternal
values, oriented towards the unity and integration of our people”. The Preamble to
the Constitution, the Fundamental Duties enshrined in the Constitution and
National Policy of Education 1986 and the S.B. Chavan Committee Report (1999)
had emphasized the need to nurture core universal values. The process of value
orientation through education imbibed at the early stages of education brings
harmony in the family, institutions, community and society.

In the words of Sri Sathya Sai Baba, education is for promotion of peaceful
world order. In modern world, the most precious asset humanity is man himself
and the most effective tool for the judicious development of this precious resource
Is education. We cannot afford to ignore the urgent task of constant review of
educational system in today’s competitive world. Value education oriented
courses, personality development activities like NCC, NSS, Sports,
Mountaineering, and oratory play vital role in socia co-existence. Spiritual

education. Like the one based on Vedas and Yoga develops the sense of

Universal Education for Social Harmony 39



concentration in the students and it taught compulsorily will go a long way in
developing a just society and harmonious living. Famous Indian and western
philosophers and educators had the vision of human excellence. There existed a
firm faith that when heart and hand work with head, there will be completenessin
education. Since Vedic times, the overall trend of intellectual transactions was
based on religious philosophy, thoughts and ideals which were predominantly
value-oriented. Inculcating these values at the early formative years of an
individual produces personalities blossoming mentally, emotionally, intellectualy,
ethically and spiritually.

Over the past century, three approaches have been advocated to escape the
consequences of widespread poverty, rapid population growth and social injustices.
The bigger pie approach says. use technology to produce more and alleviate
shortages. The fewer forks approach says. make contraception and reproductive
health care available to eliminate unwanted fertility, and reduce population growth.
The better manners approach says. eliminate violence and corruption; improve
trade, the operation of markets and government provision of public goods; reduce
the unwanted after effects of consumption, such as environmental damage; and
achieve greater social and political equity between the young and the old, the male
and the female, the rich and the poor. Providing all the world’s children with a
high-quality primary and secondary education, whether through formal schooling
or by alternative means, could, in principles, support all these approaches.
Education provides economic benefits, builds strong societies and polities, and
improves health. It is aso a widely accepted humanitarian obligation and an
internationally mandated human right.

The Director of the National Council of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT), Krishan Kumar has said that peace education should find a significant

place in all streams fo the school curriculum to evolve a vision for social harmony
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and justice. We need to inculcate a spirit of inquiry among the children, going
beyond theoretical education that enables them to understand the issues of peace
and justice in proper perspective. Although maority of humanity is not religious
minded but Dalai Lama does not see a world without religion. Unlike science, the
religious tradition teaches the concept of forgiveness, tolerance and compassion.
Scientists cannot help change our emotion, only religion can. In this context,
religious education also finds a prominent place in promoting social harmony. Our
first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nahru, had said, “A poor country like India needs
a school which would be a centre of development also”. Education directly serves
the cause of socio-economic development of the economy and social
transformation of primitive agrarian human society. Inequalities of wealth and
income distribution can be lessened only through the spread of education. For lack
of awareness and concretization on the part of the beneficiaries, many
developmental policies and programmes introduced since independence have
failed to deliver the intended benefits to the poor and the deprived.

Social aim of education is very important because an individua lives in
society and has obligations towards nation. The present education system might
have failed to yield required results mainly because it is divorced from the real
social content and social goals. Students from young age should be made aware of
the social responsibility cast on them. We are constitutionally committed to
democracy, social justice, equality of opportunity, secularism and above al to a
welfare state. Therefore educational policy and educational programme should
clearly - reflect these commitments: A harmonious society should feature
democracy, the rule of law, equality, justice, sincerity, amity and vitality. Without
that, no people can hope for harmony, Education and healthcare are prominent in
the endeavor to build harmonious society. The rura population plays and

Important role in fostering a harmonious society, Only when the poor farmers live
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a better life, can the whole society expect to live in harmony and stability. A range
of socia concerns including the surging wealth gap, corruption, pollution and
access to education and medical care must be placed on a par with economic
growth in government policy, because a harmonious society above all needs
development. Let’s give education to all and make them competent enough to earn
handsome livelihood.

It is also noteworthy that the economic glory, however, doesn’t necessarily
promise social stability. A most severe socia crisis may often erupt at the time
when economy reaches its most flourishing stage. Ominously, behind the stability
of macroeconomic growth, a range of negative social elements may emerge
dramatically. These include widening disparities between the rich and the poor and
between urbanites and farmers, worsening chronic unemployment and
deteriorating ecological system. The broad objective of education should,
therefore, be to look beyond the existing society and to develop men and women
amenable to the advent of a sane and healthier society of tomorrow. The growing
incidence of communal violence has undoubtedly retarded the process of socio-
economic growth in the country and has escalated the expenditure on the security
forces, which is basically non-productive. The socioeconomic development in the
country must benefit all communities without any discrimination for as John
Guilbert has remarked, “without social justice there can be no peace” and thus no
social harmony.

The people must develop the modern scientific temperament while facing
various socio-economic challenges, rgecting the old orthodox outlook. Feudalistic
and capitalistic exploitation of society must be stopped altogether. The modern
education must inculcate the virtues of communa harmony, secularism,
nationalism, patriotism and stress the positive gains of national unity and socia

security. Thus a concerted effort for universal education by the entire nation may
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yield some desirable results. Otherwise, the divisive trends will pose a grave threat
to national unity and integrity.

If education is to play a constructive role in nation’s development then all
irrational irritants must be removed at once. Education should play a unifying
rather then divisive role. Appropriate constitutional changes may be made to
dissuade people from opening educational institutions on the community basis
such as Christian college, Hindu college, Khalsa college, Muslim college, etc. The
curriculum should be suitably developed so as to emphasis oneness of the people.
In short, educationa programmes should not be concelved and implemented in
‘isolation’. A mass movement involving every capable person in required for this
monumental task of building social harmony through universal elementary
education.

In aworld of liberalization and globalization, the failure and success of one
nation affects the other too. Technology, finance and markets are all inter-twined
and it is imperative for all the nations of the world to live in harmony and create
synergy. Value education and value clarification can alone make this possible and
trandate the concept of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam into a living reality. The future
shape of education is too complex to envision with precision. Yet, given our
tradition which has almost always put a high premium on intellectual and spiritual
attainment, we are bound to succeed in achieving our objectives. The main task is
to strengthen the base of the pyramid, which has crossed a billion people. Equaly,
it is important to ensure that those at the top of the pyramid are among the best in
the world.

While summing up, it may be pointed out that various dimensions viz
individual and social development, social transformation, value-acquisition etc.,
have been well identified in the education policy. Universal education should aim

at producing men and women of knowledge, character and cultural values and
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trained skills to achieve excellence in their career and personal life. Let us make it
clear that we wish to prepare youth to march into the 21% century on the ideals of

truth and non-violence as shown to us by our great |eaders.
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Wherethe mind iswithout fear
Y.RATNAKARA RAO

“Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high;

Where knowledge is free;

Where the world has not been broken up into fragments by narrow domestic walls;
Where words come out from the depth of truth;

Where tireless striving stretches its arms towards perfection;

Where the clear stream of reason has not lost its way into the dreary desert sand of
dead habit;

Where the mind isled forward by thee into ever-widening thought and action ---
Into that heaven of freedom, my Father, let my country awake.”

RabindraNath Tagore, in Gitanjali

In the above poem the writer prays to the God to lead his country where the
mind is without fear and the head is held high. Yes, What is that heaven of
freedom? He is obvioudly referring to the country in which an individual lives with
dignity and is at peace with others in the society. In other words Tagore is talking
about a harmonious society. He is equating that society with heaven. Yes, the
people in a society plagued by disharmony, conflict and atrocities on one another,
look up to a harmonious society as thelr heaven. Then what is exactly that
harmonious society? What is actually harmony in a society? And what is its
significance?

Social harmony is broadly defined as existence of harmony in socid
relations, which is the result of long process of adjustment and accommodation
between different social groups. It builds on mutual respect, communication and
understanding of the beliefs and value systems of the other social groups. Here
Socia groups may be formed by caste, religion, region, language, ethnicity, etc.
Hence the concept of social harmony cuts through the entire spectrum of social

diversity. In other words social harmony is viewed from all the above dimensions.
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Now let us think about India’s situation in social harmony since ages. India
has been a multi-ethnic and multi-religious society throughout the history. No
country is the birthplace of as many religions as Indiais. Hinduism, Buddhism, and
Jainism are only the examples. No country has been as tolerant of other faiths as
Indiais. No wars, Clashed had ever taken place for religion and other such reasons.
In a way certain values, which are conducive to social harmony, are built into
Indian psyche. Ashoka the Great, Akbar, Dara Shikokh and in modern India
Gandhiji and Jawaharla Nehru spread the message of love and harmony in the
society. We adopted democracy as our form of government because democracy is
built upon the principle that al are equal. Thisidea has been explicitly stated in the
preamble of our constitution. Hence the words DEMOCRATIC, SECULAR and
SOCIALIST were incorporated in the preamble. That means all individuals
irrespective of their caste, religion, economic position are equal. Moreover,
Constitution in Part 1V (A), i.e., Article 51A directs every citizen to promote
harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst all the people of India
transcending religious, linguistic and regional or sectional diversities.

This amply explains us how critical and important social harmony is for the
survival and well-being of our nation.

But what is happening to the harmony in today’s India? It is true that the
British began the policy of Divide and Rule by which the Society suffered a
vertical split. Unfortunately the process of dividing the people for selfish ends is
being followed even after independence. Caste is being used to mobilize support
for the electoral gains. There are intense inter caste conflicts. Religion is being
used to manipulate the mandate of the people. The interference of religious
organizations is least wanted in politics. The fruits of the above practices are

mistrust, stereotype views, suspicion and apprehension about the other socia
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groups or religions. What happened in 1984 Sikh riots, and 2002 post-godhra
carnage are a matter of shame to every citizen of India.

There is another cause for the disturbance in the peace in the society, that is
uneven economic growth and development taking place since independence. This
has embittered the people of less developed regions. For example, in Andhra
Pradesh Green Revolution ushered in prosperity in coasta area while the
Telangana region remained backward. This resulted in demand for separate
Telangana state and there developed a feeling of hatred, antagonism towards the
people of Andhra region. Exploitation of tribals resulting in poverty, land
alienation, etc. propelled many tribes to take to violence and join the path of
naxalism, which is a big menace to the nation. In another perspective, regiona
chaunism is also adding fuel to the fire of regionalism. Vicious campaigns like
“Me Mumbaikar” really spoil the bonhomie that is prevalent among the people
coming from different parts of the country. Attack on Bihari studentsin Assam in
2004 shows the levels of intolerance among the youth towards the people from
other areas of the country. The result is that unemployment is growing and unless
there is high level of employment generation, it will be very difficult to maintain
any degree of stability and social harmony. Natura corollary of the above
problems s that thereis ever-widening gap between the rich and the poor. We have
a few Indians who make it to the list of Wealthiest persons in the world. On the
other hand we have 1/3“ of the population who don’t even get two square meals a
day. Moreover the distortion of past is one of the latest threats to the peaceful co-
existence of different communities. Villainsing certain section of the society
certainly spoilsthe healthy social relations in the society.

No nation can make progress when its people can’t live peacefully Peace
and harmony are preconditions for prosperity. Hence the basic thing is that

economic growth suffers. Thisis particularly important, as our country has reached
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a very exciting junction on the world stage. Secondly, as the discontent in some
sections is growing, this will lead to increased levels of violence and terrorism.
Thirdly, already our social fabric is under great stress, the bonds of social cohesion
are under great strain. If the situation deteriorates further, the very integrity of the
country will bein peril. God forbid, civil wars would not be impossible.

Social harmony, then, is a must to achieve any meaningful advancement in
the society. Now, what are the ways that bring about harmony in society? And
whose responsibility is it to preserve peace in the society? No doubt, the primary
responsibility for protecting, preserving and promoting social peace is that of the
government. But that is not all. The goa is such a difficult task that the
responsibility cannot be fixed on any one organ like the government. The task
involves the changing of the mindsets of the people. This can be done effectively
during the childhood of the individuals. There arises the need for proper education
to the children. And it is for al the children. That means we need universal
education. What do we mean by universal education? Isit just 100% literacy only?
If yes, then it will not and cannot solve the problem in the society. Our idea of
education here is something qualitative.

We have to have education, which builds character. And which imparts
secularist outlook, broadmindedness, and tolerance in individuals. We need that
education which imparts a rationalistic outlook and instills scientific temper and
also a sense of enquiry. Gandhiji said “if education doesn’t teach you to
differentiate between good and bad, and to assimilate the one and eschew the other
then that is a misnomer”. We need value education. We need peace education.
Education should act as a light that shows the mankind the right direction to surge.
The purpose of education is not just making a child literate. Literacy is no
education.
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What kind of an education system we have today? Does our present
education system enable the individuals to understand and deal with the problems
hurting the peace in the society? Does it equip the individuals with the kind of
rational and dispassionate approach that is required? Let us analyse the situation in
India. As we see, our education system today is marks oriented. It teaches you to
be competitive but not cooperative. It has no place for ethics, principles and values.
That iswhy today we have doctors who steal the organs of their patients. Engineers
that build substandard dams, roads. etc.. We have writers who distort history. We
have people who sell the country’s vital information for money. We have people
for whom socia service means self-service. All this is happening because they
have not imbibed value education.

Then what is the way out? Are we not in urgent need for making the
education capable of instilling core values in individuals? Yes, Our education
system needs immediate reform by which social bonds are strengthened. Such
reform must have some characteristics as follows. Firstly, at the primary and
secondary levels the teachers should be rigoroudsly trained to impart the vaues
enshrined in the Constitution to their pupils. This is not a simple matter of
changing textbooks but of reorienting the entire approach to teaching.

Secondly, the teach training colleges should have a crucial role to play here.
They should develop more active links with the universities, which in turn should
take a more active interest in the problems of primary and secondary education.
And it is hardly necessary to stress the importance of revitalizing universities,
college and research institutes, the fountainhead of leadership in ideas as well as
civic behavior.

Thirdly, almost all the universities and colleges have been languishing for
quite some time. They have failed to train students imbued with the culture of

debate and discussion rather than of violence to solve crucia problems of society.
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If anything, they have themselves become arenas of violence. Finally, the teaching
community has not been able to generate a vibrant intellectual culture. Learned
societies, journals, publications, newspapers and magazines have all declined. This
trend must be reversed.

If education fails to inculcate self-discipline and commitment to achieve in
the minds of children, it is not their fault. The school the teachers and parents are
responsible for not giving the child quality education. Indeed, the quality of ones
life stems from the quality of education one gets in the childhood.

In addition, the youth in the country has to be energized and given a new
vision founded on a modern, progressive, scientific outlook that still respects the
best of our traditional values. They must see their own future in the future of India,
of an India that is pulsating with economic growth and social empowerment.
Professionals like teachers, educationists, lawyers and others have to be brought in
to impart a wholesome intellectual dimension to our national endeavour. We are
now talking of a massive mass movement cutting across political boundaries,
reverberating across the length and breadth of our country. The educational system
particularly must resonate with inclusiveness and must incul cate a scientific temper
In young and impressionable minds. It must instill in them an image of Indiawhose
very edifice rests on multiple diversities and infinite varieties, of and India that is
one and any at the same time.

The next question that comes to our mind is. does universal education
certainly lead to social harmony? Is social harmony dependent only on the
education levels of the society? The answer is this:: universal education is
necessary but not sufficient for social harmony. Of course education is a catalyst to
bring about a liberal and accommodative outlook in the individuals. However that
will not radically transform a society into an ideal one. However much we try to

inculcate libera vaues into the minds of the children, those efforts should be
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supplemented by other ways as well. There tend to be genuine threats to the peace
in the society. And that should be fought on more than one front. Urgent issues like
Poverty, Casteism, Naxalism, Communalism, and Terrorism, should be addressed
to immediately; dealing with each one is possible only through a suitable mix of
measures. The need of the hour is undoubtedly to promote faster economic growth
but this has to be broad-based and cannot be confined to a few regions. We must
also pay close attention to the nature of the growth. We have had economically
laggard regions where socia harmony has been preserved just as we have had
economically buoyant where social harmony has been ruptured.

As has already been discussed, socia harmony is not the responsibility of
education alone. Political parties will have to play a key role but peoples,
organizations will also be crucial. The media, national regional and local, has to be
mobilized to educate them to respect and celebrate our many diversities. The
message must be loud and clear that communalism, fundamentalism and fanaticism
of any kind is unacceptable. The law must deal, without fear or favour, with any
organization or individual, irrespective of religion, responsible for sectarian,
divisive and hate-filled acts and propaganda. Indeed, the only religion for the state
IS economic growth, human development and social empowerment.

At the end, | would say this. Universal education for social harmony is like
the foundation for a building. Proper foundation is not everything but it is
indispensable for the strength of the building. Likewise for peace, tranquility and
harmony in the society, universal education is sine qua non. Dr. C. Rajagopaachari,
in one of his books compared the citizens to the bricks. Quality of the bricks
determines the quality of the building. Hence each individual of the country should
do to the society what a brick does to the building. He should undergo the process
of baking, i.e., imbibing value education. Hence it is the responsibility of each and

Universal Education for Social Harmony 51



every citizen of the country to do everything that strengthens harmony in the
Society.

Our country has a unique distinction in the sense that even with mind-
boggling diversity: we have been able to live in peace for generations. Let us pass
on this glorious legacy to our next generations. Many western nations looked up to
India as an ideal nation. Mark Twain once quoted “If | were asked under what sky
the human mind has most fully developed some of its choicest gifts, has most
deeply pondered on the greatest problems of life, and has found solutions, | should
point to India”. Hence it is our duty to maintain and enhance social harmony in the
great society. We can seek to achieve that through universal education or any other

mans, but the goal is sacrosanct and supreme.
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Education is an empowering and enlightening tool

Manoj Kumar

The genesis of present is nothing but a result of the forces of the past. In
order to effectively analyze this topic it is necessary to understand its part, their
genesis and their transformation, development over centuries and aso their
interplay.

Education acted as the prime catalyst in the process of the establishment of
societies and the march of human beings from a primitive wandering state to a
progressively more and more organized stage. Education at the start of our
civilization perhaps was not the same as what we understand today. Well to start
with education perhaps was just a way of communicating and passing off the
knowledge from one member to another and also from one generation to another.
Probably it aso included the skills required to dea effectively with the
environment prevailing then. With man taking to settled cultivation, also came the
concept of division of labour. Some members of the society took functions apart
from cultivation. With the further progress of civilization the complexities of
society also grew. Many more new occupations came into existence. The society
required increasingly complex and elaborate administrative system. The
requirement of communication grew manifold and there was much more
information now to be passed on to the next generation. Knowledge became
power. All these factors necessitated the beginning of formal education in
different societies.

Education thus became an empowering tool right from the beginning of
mankind’s history. It was always the educated in the society who were influentia
and powerful. More often than not education got limited to elitist club. Although
education played a key part in the progress of human kind yet it is an undeniable
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truth that education, or the lack of universal education became the primary reason
for the exploitation of a large section of the society by a smaller but powerful,
educated section. The membership of the educated club was vigorously guarded in
amost all societies. Religion became an integral part of education. As religion
became another tool for rule education got further exclusive.

Thus from the very beginning al the societies got divided, into privileged
and non privileged, into upper and lower class. In India the division was perhaps a
bit more complex than other societies and it became further institutionalized
through caste system. Brahmans, kshatriyas, vyasyas formed the upper limited
class and vysya and sudra formed the larger lower class. Education gets itself
limited to the former class with the total and often brutal exclusion of the latter
class. Thus we have Ramayana saying that if a sudra hears Ramayana one needs to
pour hot molten mercury in his ears. History provides us with no intra class
disharmony amongst the lower classin any society. In away they suffered together
in silence. There are aso very few historical evidences of open, inter class, wide
spread discord between the classes. The exploitation of the lower class in various
societies across the world was legitimized by mental hegemony through religion
and education. Although the lower class was the backbone of the society yet it had
limited say over its destiny. It was the primary provider of all kinds of political
formation. Kings changed, kingdoms expanded and contracted but for many
centuries the condition of the lower section of the society changed little. The lack
of education effectively blocked their progress.

In the mean time in India Islam and Christianity came. These religions got
easily assimilated into the Indian social order, the followers in the lower strata and
the religious leaders in the upper strata. We do not have any evidence of any large
scale communal violence amongst the masses in our history, although religion, as a

tool for mobilization of forces, was attempted by various rulers. As the masses
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were not educated it was easy for the ruler to see the political agenda disguised as
religious concepts. As soon as the political agenda was fulfilled and new area was
acquired, the further continuation of hardcore communal ideology meant a
disruption of, assured continuous revenue, for the ruler and the elite, and hence
communal ideology used to be conveniently dropped. This phenomenon was not
limited to India aone. In other societies too history abounds in examples of
political-religious leaders who propagated wars in the name of the religion. In
reality, these propagation of wars, were nothing but political aspiration of the
upper class. After acquiring power and kingdoms most of them turned liberal as far
as religion was concerned.

The renaissance in Europe saw for the first time education gradualy
spreading to the masses. This was aso atime for rapid development in science and
technology. Whereas this rapid spread of education had very progressive effect on
the Europe but it also led to colonialism, and imperiaism. When England
established itself as the primary power in Indig, initialy it affected only the upper
strata of the society. Gradually the English system became more repressive than
the former system. Under the compulsion to involve Indians in the lower run of the
administration the Britishers were forced to introduce modern education in India
The liberals views developed in the west also influenced many mindsin India. It is
thus not surprising that the early educated persons like Rgja Ram Mohan Roy were
more inclined towards social reform than a confrontation with the government. It
was perhaps for the first time that a small section of the educated, upper class was
working for the betterment of the lower class. The Britishers had by now changed
the earlier upper class of Indian society. In the new order were subordinate rulers
and a new feuda class known as zamindars. The repression of the lower class
broke all historical records A few people who got modern educated started leading

movements of the lower section of the society against the upper section, like the
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sanyasi movement etc. thus we see the emergence of class conflict in the Indian
society. Gradually as the group of modern educated class grew so did their
dissatisfaction with lack of opportunity available in the system, which made them
turn against the government. In order to thwart their attempt the Britishers
followed a policy of divide and rule. Divison was attempted on the basis of
religion and class. And as the masses were largely uneducated it made their work
easy. It was only after the coming of Gandhiji at the centre stage of Indian politics
that a serious attempt was made to bridge different gaps and divisions in the
society. His policies were inclusive, aimed at inter class and inter religious
cooperation rather than exploitation and confrontation. He successfully led Indian
freedom struggle and we attained freedom.

We gave to ourselves a constitution which cherished the ideals of equality,
fraternity and harmony in society. Without universal education these great words
sound hollow. We gave to ourselves a democratic form of government. We
attained freedom but it did not mean that we are also free from intra
societal conflicts. The various conflicts present in our society are - religious,
class, linguistic, cultural, gender. The effect of universal education, and aso its
form and content, would be the same on all these factors. Would any kind of
universal education promote social harmony across all sections of the society?
Had that been the case there, would have been no Basgue problem in Spain or the
Ireland problem in England, as the level of education in these two countries is
quite high. Yet if we see across the globe it is evident that there is a strong
correlation between educational and social harmony. M odern education has two
parts, first the professional part, whereby a person acquires skills to be
productive in society, and moral part which teaches values while attempting
universal education both these parts should be made more relevant to the needs of

the modem days.
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The biggest threat to our social harmony comes from communalism, and
casteism. In its worst ideological form, communalism propagates the
existence of mutually antagonistic, non religious interest of different
religious sections of the society. The caste system on the other hand
propagates caste affiliation as the strongest affiliation, with total disregard
for talent and qualities, combined with an intolerant and hostile outlook
towards other caste groups. In our form of government a person needs the
support of just 20-30 percent of population to win an election. Our earlier
leaders were socio political leaders and had wide popular mass base but gradually
the mass base of our leaders decreased. In India the penetration of education is till
not adequate. It is this condition of the society that the communalism and castei st
forces exploit. As Education is an empowering and enlightening tool; more often
than not uneducated persons lack social mobility, progress and are more open to
emotional persuasive, communication rather than reasoned logic. Their vested
interest and lack of social mobility and progress, impinge on other sections of the
society. They antagonize other community. This is the primary reason of religion
and caste based disharmony in our society. One needs to just have a glance at the
candidates of all politica parties to know how dangerously castiest and
communalist forces are dividing the country. Even established national parties give
consideration to caste and religious equations while allotting tickets. When
religion, caste and not talent become the sole criteria of success, caste and religion
affiliation is bound to take precedence over other identities of an individual.
Unfortunately caste affiliation, and to a lesser extent religious affiliation is present
even in the educated minds in our country. So the next logical question would be
what kind of universal education would promote harmony across al religion and
castes?

The ability to understand and appreciate others’ point of view is the
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hallmark of a progressive modem education system. While aiming for universa
education, the education system should be made value based. Respect and
tolerance towards others religion should be a part of all education system in the
country. Communal harmony themes and its examples from the history
should be ingrained in young minds. Examples from the history where
members of one community helped the other community should form part of
history curriculum. Steps should be taken to include in our textbooks the concept
that religious harmony existed in India amongst the masses since times
immemorial. India has been a country where various religions have coexisted
peacefully through centuries. Each new religion which came to this great country
contributed to its composite culture, and got easily assimilated without creating
any animosity. These unifying aspects of our culture should be given more and
more emphasis. Students should be sensitized about the evils of the caste system
prevalent in our society for ages, the atrocities committed on the lower caste, and
their suffering through ages, so that they fully understand the logic behind the
positive discrimination, enshrined in our Constitution for the welfare of the
socially underprivileged sections. Attempts of British government to divide the
Indian society on communa lines, and its dangerous outcome should be
thoroughly explained to young students. They can then perhaps understand better
the interest of the vested people who try to propagate communalism in present
time. Basic principles of tolerance enshrined in all religious texts should be taught
to students. At a senior level comparative religious study should be encouraged
which would enable a student to see for himself that no religion propagates
intolerance or hatred for others and that the basic tenets of all religions are
humanistic in nature, The unifying character of all religion; should be stressed in
our education. The students should be encouraged to form clubs and societies on

social harmony themes. Theills of the caste system through out our history, and its
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irrelevance in any modem society should be highlighted in our educationa texts.
The ideologies of our great freedom fighters, like Ghandiji, Pandit Nehru who
criticized caste affiliation, should form a part of our history curriculum. Mora
education should be made compulsory till at least senior secondary class in all
schools irrespective of the boards. The prime aim of any education should be to
enable a student to think analytically. Independent rational thinking should
be encouraged in students. Once our young minds start thinking independently
and analytically, with a good knowledge of our history and our composite and
inclusive culture it would be very difficult for any antisocial element to propagate
their divisive ideologies in the society. It would then ensure that even the political
parties are forced to give tickets to candidates on the basis of their work and
reputation alone, rather than on their caste and religious consideration. There
should be awards given to students contributing towards social harmony.

No society in this world is class less and ours is no exception. Class
differentiation has been present in our society for long. As the education
level goes up in our society there is a awakening of the lower classes about
their rights and exploitation. Right of equality, athough enshrined in
our constitution is not followed in spirit in our society. In the field of education,
equality of education, especially equality in the quality of education, is absent.
There is a vast difference in the quality of education provided by the
government school and)the private school. When we add to this the prevalence
of coaching institutes in our country for entrance examination, for various
professional education, the inequality is further accentuated. A person from the
economically lower class is at a much disadvantageous position when it comes to
higher education, especially higher professional education, For the same reasons he
Is a a disadvantageous position when it comes to employment opportunities. Thus

we have a situation whereby a person from an economically backward class has
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some education, but the education does not become an enabling instrument for
him, as it does for members of the higher sections of the society. Also vocational
education is not adequately emphasized in our country. We have only around sixty
diploma holders per hundred engineers. Ideally there should be six diploma holders
per engineer. We also have a large number of humanities graduates coming out of
our college system. Now the economy does not have a demand for many of these
arts students. This trend has many negative side effects. It makes the study of arts
subject, a study under compulsion rather than a study of choice. As job
opportunities in these fields are far less than the supply of the students no bank is
ready to give them financial help. Thisis also the reason why many students from
the weaker society drop out after secondary education. As amost al the
government employment requires a graduation certificate thousand of student are
forced to waste three years of their life in something they don't want to do in the
first place. And as their supply is much more than the employment opportunities a
situation is developing where the number of' the educated unemployed youth is
increasing and they are forced to do jobs which have no correlation with their
studies. Keralais a prime example of this situation. It had made rapid progress in
universal education, but there are alot of post graduates in kerala who are forced to
drive auto rickshaws. Of late increasingly members of the weaker sections of the
society are finding it more and more difficult to get a place in professional
education system, because of the existence of a vast differential in the quality of
education they receive right from the childhood. The situation has even prompted
our supreme court to pronounce that talent is nothing but a myth. A
SITUATION OF DISCONTENT IS GRADUALY BREWING UP IN THE
EDUACATED UNEMPLOYED in this country .To diffuse this crisis we need to
improve our quality of education in government schools. We need to provide

economic/financial support to students of the weaker sections of the society right
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from the start of their education so that when they come to a stage where they have
to compete for a seat in a professional course, or a government or private job,
they have a level playing field.

Vocational training needs to be increased manifold, coupled with the
incluson of entrepreneurial skill development in our educational system. The
education system also needs to be decentralized down to the local level
so that local conditions and problems can become a part of the curriculum,
and the youth can learn more about his local immediate conditions and also the
opportunities available. At a senior level all the government programmes of
welfare need/to be a part of the curriculum. This would help in propagating
government welfare schemes to all parts of country and can also help fight
corruption, which flourishes due to ignorance of the masses. The youth coming out
from such a system would not depend for jobs on anybody but would himself
create not only his job but job for others too, and then they would not have a
hostile but cooperative attitude towards others, promoting social harmony.

It is unfortunate in our country that still we have a high degree of crime
happening towards women in our society, we need to develop respect and
regard for both the genders in our society and this aspect should also be
included in our education.

In spite of India becoming a nation, we do have strong regional and
linguistic tendencies. While there is nothing wrong in having a linguistic or
regiona affiliation, this affiliation should be subordinate to our national
affiliation. Even now in our educationa institutes we see students aligning on
linguistic and regional lines. This trend can be arrested through the inclusion of
more content on nation building in our education. Also students should be made to
take tour to other regions and cultures of our country so that they have afirst hand

exposure to other culture and regions of our country in their formative stage so that
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they see and fell for themselves the similarities and Indianness underlying all
cultures and regions of our country. They can then better appreciate unity in
diversity.

The problems enumerated in our educational system and the suggestions
given above by no means are an attempt to undervalue the importance of universal
education. Education has been and would be an empowering and unifying
instrument. We have now included education as a fundamental right in our
constitution. We have aso introduced in many parts of the country mid-day
meals in our school which has greatly helped to attract many more students
towards schools. This trend needs to be further encouraged and strengthened. As
a society we need to spend more on education, with/sharp analytical eyes on its
guality and effectiveness. Appropriate universal education is the foundation on

which harmony in a society can be established, enabling it to march to newer
heights.
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Education isthe process of encouraging goodness
Ashok Kumar Meena

It is worth to repeat that a war is never won. Never mind that history books
tell the opposite. The psychological and materia costs of war are so high that any
triumph is a pyrrhic victory. Only the social harmony and peace can be won and
winning peace means not only avoiding armed conflict but finding ways of
eradicating cause of individual and collective violence, injustice and oppression,
ignorance and poverty, intolerance and discrimination. To establishing socia
harmony, it is a must to construct a new set of values and attitudes to replace
culture of war and communal violence. Social harmony or peace is not just the
absence of mass destruction, but a positive internal and external condition in which
people are free so that they can grow to their full potential. Therefore universal

education is required to achieve social harmony.

There is no gainsaying the fact that the modern society is driven by the worst
form of communalism, cast-oriented politics, global terrorism, religious or ethnic
intolerance, regionalism, corrosive corruption, crimilisation of politics and
politicisation of criminals and crime. Civil liberties that are the core of democratic
commitment have suffered erosion. The foundation of secularism, with itsintrinsic
strength all through history, is currently under severe attack from communalists of

many hues. These very facts are major threats to social harmony.

Disharmony is essentially an expression of mindset concerted and conscious
efforts are necessary to remove feeling of alienation, insecurity, and deprivation.
This can be achieved through universal education. Education for peace is a fairly
new phenomenon. Peace studies encompass the learning of non-violent
communication, tolerance, acceptance of diversity and love as the basic low of life.

Education for peace should begin with curriculum that reflects on the deeper

Universal Education for Social Harmony 63



meanings of life and fosters the search to explore the student’s individual potential.
It demands recognizing that information is acquired and only exists as relevant if
the individua is able to integrate this into knowledge. Learning becomes
predicated on self-knowing. Presently character education, moral education, and
self esteem development are considered aspects of aiding in the individual reaching
this persona inner potential and becoming a valued citizen for peaceful

coexistence.

When a person can truly say, “I am this and | am that and | know”, then this
individual can begin to express an ethical meaning of life. A deep sense of self is
the road to peace. The inner life intent is what drives us to our goals. It is in
confusion that we think we are that as persondlity. If we are able to reach into the
inner recesses of the self then this can become integrated with externa life
experiences for the totality of the life experience. A person in right relationship to
the inner self is able to step forward and experience more objectively the world

around the salf and not react to the stimulations of the moment.

Life ethics should be to love one another as the self, to share and to care, to
recognize the interconnectedness, to live honourably, to be responsible and
responsive-all become a natural pursuit of a meaningful self fulfilling life. A child
who is open to thisis achild who is ready to find the inner resources that command
away of being that stands out within the masses. Thisis a child who has learned of
the self in relationship to the greater self and is willing to walk a path of peace.
Peace education and studies on al levels furthers the possibilities for more

peaceful societies.

Peace, social harmony can be taught as a conceptual construct. Peace can be
emphasized as a management tool. Peace once examined not only as a word but

rather a state of being that offers the individual a sense of being allows each to
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recognize one’s own unique particular destiny. For this to occur one must establish
a rapport with that focuses on the inner life. Peace education is not the history of
peace making but the capacity to create peace in one’s environment while standing

for truth and justice and self-preservation.

To do thisin a mainstream classroom it is necessary to develop a classroom
with guidelines that stresses that living ethics offers a meaningful life. If oneisto
draw alifeline one would realize at the end of alife the importance of existenceis
having felt that one has served for a greater good beyond one’s own needs.
Children can project themselves into this future and think backward to begin to
understand the importance of living a life of virtue and in service to the others.

Nothing is more fulfilling than to know one’s life has purpose.

There are severa techniques emerging that further the understanding of
living in right relationship to self and the world. A classroom is the microcosm of
the macrocosm and what we achieve there is what we may achieve in the world.
As community communing together there is a process, which asks for Sociocratic
Decison making alowing for lateral empowerment and decisons made by
consent. Lateral decision-making versus hierarchica imposition furthers a
collective agreement and individual growth. Consent means to be able to consent
within the limits of agreement. Agreement is not consensus but recognizing the
constituents. This permits each individual to be able to contribute to each decision
and be empowered to know their own mind as well as feel the importance of being
a contributory member of society.

For the interpersonal exchanges and recognition of another, Marshall
Rosenberg’s model called Non-violent Communication stresses that each person’s

request is a personal need rather to be a judgment of the other. In the class one is
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encourage to self-express learning that the feelings and thoughts arise from within
and are only stimulated by the others.

Most important is an evolving conceptual framework that deals with
conflict. Until now the method has been to use conflict resolution, which implies
resolving and releasing by compromise. Conflict Transformation on the other hand
recognizes that any conflict can be transformed to its Highest potential and bring
dignity and great spiritual answers for all concerned. Peace than becomes a
continuously evolving and developing quality of relationship.

To enter the world with right intention and walk the Middle Path, and
individual must have touched deep into the personal core of being. Teachers are
models who exhibit a desire and aim for becoming more enlightened. Right speech
and harmlessness by a teacher offers possibilities for open dialogue about self. A
student is offered this learning and teaching model and often already knows that
inner self. This process must not need be through meditation though considered a
fast process for seeking inner self-knowledge but also can be achieved through the
written word, drawings, and examples of great heroes who have chosen to be self-
reflective and walk a path of persona conviction. Teachers are the inspiration and
model the values they espouse. Inspiring young people, who most often feel
disenfranchised from society and lost in the sea of troubles, when presented with
an educational platform that encourages self-realization and an attitude of listening
to an inner voice, most often can become the peacemakers of the future giving
voice to an inner calling.

Peace education is more than learning conflict resolution. To resolve
conflicts often is to create new subdued conflicts furthering that we are not able to
trust or walk in each other’s shoes and experience the validity of the other. To
mediate peace is to compromise the mind for the sake of yielding or giving in or

giving up. It has to be more than this. What we do on the individual level, we can
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do then on the collective level. Peace education must be about finding the self and
being heard while hearing the other. It behoves us to recognize young people are
the future and the skyline of this future depends on the values we model. Values
and ethics are not to be imposed but rather inspired and defined. One voice, one
heart and one humanity. The moral education is vita to establish peace and socia
harmony. In moral education.... HOW TO TEACH IS MORE IMPORTANT
THAN WHAT TO TEACH. Therefore, the course was designed as active
learning, child cantered and everyday life related content. All the values are
presented in a story format and as real daily life situations, which require students
to think, reflect and discuss. Thus they infer the value in the story.

Methods of teaching values and morals are taught through indirect ways and
avoid breaching and telling. The course tries to follow the SIX E’s principle as
follows:

Examples:. Examples which clarify the value are provided to children through the
teacher her/himself, or through the characters in the story, or through rea people

from history, or from the community....

Explanation: Which requires discussing the value with the children; give them
plenty of opportunities to express their opinions and feelings, to ask questions, and

to comprehend the value, not only to memorize some words about it?

Exhortation: Which means encouraging the behaviour that reflects and indicates
that the child acquired the value we want to teach. Exhortation inspires people,
appeals not so much to the mind, but to the heart. It is teaching children to know

the good, to love the good, and to do good.
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Environment: It is very important to provide a healthy learning environment,
which encourages good behaviour we want the children to learn. This environment
includes the whole school and extends to the family and the street.

Experience: Values are learned by doing, not by only listening; therefore, it is
important to provide ample opportunities for children to apply what they learn;
allow them to make mistakes and learn from them. Experiences however, must be
real and related to the child’s own life, and should aso be relevant to his/her age.
Enjoy: One of the important criteriais to make sure that the child enjoys learning
the value, he/she is having a good time and fun, otherwise the results will not be
what we are looking for.

The above SIX E’s show the importance of the teacher in teaching and
learning values; they also show the important role of the family and the community
at large. Teaching TOLERANCE or any other vaue is the responsibility of
different people and organizations, and we all should put our heads, hands, and
hearts together to achieve our noble goals for the good of al humans in the whole
world. The education should not only seek to impart knowledge but aso cherished
values such as universal brotherhood, peace, mutual respect, secularism, equality
for all.

Education, no doubt, goes a long way in fostering oneness. It should be
accepted without any hesitation that a bit of indoctrination is necessary to inculcate
the feeling of ‘we and our’ in the minds of young. Young people are the risk
takers. Young people are the dreamers. Y oung people have the energy to create
and to destroy. Their present demands are only a reflection of our own
shortcomings. Allow young people to explore an inner life and examine the world
as a whole family of life. Children and youth will and can ater the course of our
sequential history that we have insisted upon to date. They can leave the past
behind. They are the culture builders. Let them create the Culture of Peace.
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Schools and educational institutions must slowly adjust to recognizing that the
spiritual nature of a human being is absolutely necessary for the future of our
planet. If not the young people will form linking networks outside the frameworks
of normal societal structures.

If a young person can feel the soul of the self and build on that knowingness
with knowledge and skills in an environment where others do the same, then living
together becomes a holographic form. We come into harmony with the Creator and
Society. We become our own destiny. Our purpose comes into right relationship to
the other which results into establishing the social harmony.

Terrorism and violence will not be defeated with drones, F-16s and smart
weapons. It will be defeated with justice, humility, honesty, truth, compassion,
friendships, trust, respect for cultura diversity, reverence for world faiths and love
for humanity and international law. Our knowledge and our experience should be a
torch lighting the way in the long dark tunnel, which the world entered on Sept. 11,
2001. The first peace, which is the most important, is that which comes within the
souls of people when they realize their relationship, their oneness with the universe
and al its powers, and when they realize that at the center of the universe dwells
the Great Spirit, and that this center isreally everywhere, it is within each of us.

Peace does not rest in the charters and covenants alone. It lies in the hearts
and minds of all people. So let us not rest all our hopes on parchment and on paper,
let us strive to build peace, a desire for peace, a willingness to work for peace in
the hearts and minds of all of our people. It is easier to inculcate the moral values
in childhood. So, there is need to review curriculum in the textbooks at school
level. Syllabi may be prepared keeping in mind the objectives of fraternity and
social harmony. Good articles and stories based on the themes of social harmony
should be given place in children’s books. School students may be encouraged to

create awareness about social harmony through extra curricular activities. For this
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purpose, competitions like painting, essay writing, debates, discussions, plays and
dramas on the themes of social harmony could be organized.

The teacher should inculcate the following moral valuesin children.

Respect all life: Respect the life and dignity of each human being without
discrimination or prejudice;

Re ect violence: Practice active non-violence, rgecting violence in all its forms:
physical, sexual, psychological, economical and social, in particular towards the
most deprived and vulnerable such as children and adolescents,

Share with others: Share my time and material resources in a spirit of generosity
to put and end to exclusion, injustice and political and economic oppression;

Listen to understand: Defend freedom of expression and cultural diversity, giving
preference always to dialogue and listening without engaging in fanaticism,

defamation and the rgjection of others;

Preserve the planet. Promote consumer behaviour that is responsible and
development practices that respect al forms of life and preserve the baance of

nature on the planet;

Rediscover solidarity: Contribute to the development of my community, with the
full participation of women and respect for democratic principles, in order to create

together new forms of solidarity.

Gandhian study circles and Gandhian groups may be set up in every school
to propagate Gandhian philosophy of truth and non-violence. The bonds of mutual
co-existence may be strengthened by providing students with opportunity for
interaction with each other for longer period of time, e.g., through sharing rooms,
trips, trekking and tours. Award may be given to children who show empathy for
al community. Sadbhavana clubs may be established in schools, colleges and

university campuses. A regular periodic training course may be arranged for
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teachers at school level in educational institutions on importance of teaching

principles of non-violence and non-discrimination based on religion and belief.

“Education is the process of encouraging goodness and diminishing
badness”. Thus, education aims to cultivate one’s kind heart, kind thoughts, kind
speeches and kind deeds, to correct one’s wrong thoughts, wrong speeches and
wrong behaviours. Education will help us in return to our intrinsic qualities of
sincerity, kindness, beauty and wisdom. By education for moralities and virtue, for
compassion and universal love. The point of original love is love between parents
and children. This love extends to family, the society, the nation and the people.
Only by receiving the education from origina love we will attain the happiness of
life, harmony of family, stability of society, peace of the world. It directs us to deal
with three relationships properly namely: the relationship among people; the
relationship between people and their living environment; the relationship between
people and beings in al the dimensions of existence. Therefore education for love
Is of utmost importance for achieving social harmony. That why the Maria
Montessory said “Establishing lasting peace and social harmony is the work of

education; all politics can do is keep us out of war”.
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Need of citizenship education

Shuja Mahamood

The field of education is unexplored and the goal of education is unattained.
Education is a continuous and creative process. Its aim is to develop the capacities
latent in human nature and to coordinate their expression for the enrichment and
progress of society, by equipping children with spiritual, moral and materia
knowledge. Educational action can strengthen democratic processes, present
constructive and optimistic responses to diversity and promote social harmony.
Promoting respect and dialogue between cultures, strengthening democratic
processes and supporting community participation.

"Educated men" said Aristotle, "are as such superior to uneducated men as
the living are to the dead - a sentiment that was echoed and amplified centuries
later by Martin Luther, when he wrote, "The prosperity of a country depends, not
on the abundance of its revenues, nor on the strength of its fortifications, nor on the
beauty of its public buildings, but it consists in the number of its cultivated
citizens, in its men of education, enlightenment, and character.”

Education is a continuous and creative process. Its aim is to develop the
capacities latent in human nature and to coordinate their expression for the
enrichment and progress of society, by equipping children with spiritual, moral
and material knowledge. Within this creative process, it is possible to achieve an
essential harmony between faith and reason through an approach to education that
encourages the free investigation of all reality and trains the mind to rrecognize
truth, irrespective of itsorigin.

True education releases capacities, develops analytical abilities, confidence
in him self, will power and goal setting competencies, and installs the vision that

will enable him to become self-motivating agent of social change, serving the best
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interests of the community. Education makes the child a collaborator both in his
own growth and in the development of his community. A well-educated
community member is a determined yet humble participant, who helps overcome
conflict and division thereby contributing to a spirit of unity and collaboration.

Universal education must be relevant to the true needs of a community and
contribute to the unification of mankind. It must enable people both to move in the
direction of their own choosing and help them appreciate those universal qualities
that distinguish the entire human race. The dual responsibility of developing the
child's character and stimulating his intellect belongs aso to the community as a
whole, including the father, grandparents, and neighbours. Indeed the extended
family and a close community may provide the best environment for nurturing
children

India's education system turns out millions of graduates each year, many
skilled in IT and engineering. This manpower advantage underpins India's recent
economic advances, but masks deep-seated problems within India's education
system. While India's demographics are generally perceived to give it an edge over
other countries economies (India will have a youthful population when other
countries have ageing populations), If this advantage is restricted to a small, highly
educated elite, the domestic political ramifications could be severe With 35 per
cent of the population under the age of 15, Indids education system faces
numerous challenges. Successive governments have pledged to increase spending
on education to 6 per cent of GDP, but actual spending has hovered around 4 per
cent for the last few years. While, at the top end, India's business schools, Indian
Institutes of technology (IITs), Indian Institutes of Management (IIMs) and
universities produce globally competitive graduates, primary and secondary
schools, particularly in rural areas, struggle to find staff. Indian governments have

seen education as a crucial development tool. Since Independence, the education
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policies of successive governments have built on the substantial legacies of the
Nehruvian period, targeting the core themes of pluraity and secularism, with a
focus on excellence in higher education, and inclusiveness at al levels. In reaching
these goals, the issue of funding has become problematic; governments have
promised to increase state spending while realizing the economic potential of
bringing in private-sector financial support, despite the efforts of past governments
and commissions to reform the Indian education system. It is clear that the same
difficulties that existed nearly sixty years ago remain largely unsolved today - for
example, the need to safeguard access to education for the poorest and most
disenfranchised communities of India As a result of this the goal of socia
harmony has not yet been achieved.

The British model of education served the needs of the colonial masters but
failed to serve the needs of a modem Nation which would have been built on the
strong foundation of social harmony. After Independence Nehru envisaged India as
a secular democracy with a state-led command economy. Education for all and
industrial development were seen as crucial tools to unite a country divided on the
basis of wealth, caste and religion, and formed the cornerstones of the anti imperia
struggle. Following Independence, school curricula were thus imbued with the
twin themes of inclusiveness and national pride, placing emphasis on the fact that
Indias different communities could live peacefully side by side as one nation. The
legacies of this Nehruvian approach to education are considerable; perhaps most
notable is the entrenchment of the pluralist/secularist perspective in the minds of
the Indian people In addition, policies of positive discrimination in education and
employment furthered the case for access by hitherto unprivileged social groups to
quality education. It has been argued that while access for some marginalized
communities continues to be limited, the upward mobility of a few Dalit and tribal

households resulting from positive discrimination in educational institutions and
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state patronage has created role models that help democracy and social harmony
survivein India

Drawing on Nehru's vision, and articulating most of his key themes, the
Kothari Commission (1964-6) was setup to formulate a coherent education policy
for India. According to the commission, education was intended develop socia and
national unity, consolidate democracy, modernize the country, and develop social,
moral, and spiritual values. To achieve this, the main pillar of Indian education
policy was to be free and compulsory education for all children up to the age of
14(universal education). However the lacunae in these policies blurred the vision
of social harmony. So in 1986, Rajiv Gandhi announced a new education palicy,
the Nationa Policy on Education (NPE), which was intended to prepare India for
the 21st century. The policy emphasized the need for change: in India stands at the
crossroads today According to the new policy India's political and socia life is
passing through a phase which poses the danger of erosion to long accepted values.
The goals of secularism, socialism, democracy, and professional ethics are coming
under increasing strain. The new policy was intended to safeguard the values of
secularism, socialism, and equality, which had been promoted since Independence.
The central government also declared that it would accept a wider responsibility to
enforce 'the national and integrative character of education, to maintain socia
harmony’.

After 1986 education policy the government of India introduced many new
education programs like, Operation Blackboard (1987-8), National Programme for
Nutritional Support to Primary Education (1995) provided a cooked meal every
day for children in Classes 1-5 of all government, government-aided and loca
body schools. Which was one of the main planks on which universal education was

sought to be achieved.
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The Movement to Educate All (2000) aimed to achieve universa primary
education by 2010 through micro-planning and school-mapping exercises, bridging
gender and social gaps. Fundamental Right (2001) involved the provision of free
and compulsory education, declared to be basic right for children aged between 6
and 14 years. Other schemes specifically targeted at marginalized groups, such as
disabled children, and specia incentives targeting the parents within scheduled
castes and scheduled tribes have also been introduced.

The 1986 National Policy on Education built upon this scheme and
recognized that a large and systematic programme of non-formal education was
required to ensure access to elementary education. The NPE developed the system
of non-formal education, and expanded it to urban slums and other areas beyond
the initial ten states. It also revised the system, involved voluntary organizations
and offered training to local men and women to become instructors. As aresult of
many such local programmes, literacy rates improved significantly between 1981
and 1991: male literacy increased from 56.5 per cent to 64.2 per cent while female
literacy increased from 29.9 per cent to 39.2 per cent. Despite efforts to incorporate
all sections of the population into the Indian education system, through
mechanisms such as positive discrimination and non-formal education, large
numbers of young people are still without schooling. Although enrolment in
primary education has increased, it is estimated that at least 35 million, and
possibly as many as 60 million, children aged 6-14 years are not in school. Severe
gender, regional, and caste disparities also exist. The main problems are the high
drop-out rate, especially after Class 10, low levels of learning and achievement,
inadequate school infrastructure, poorly functioning schools, high teacher
absenteeism, the large number of teacher vacancies, poor quality of education and

inadequate funds. Other groups of-children ‘at risk', such as orphans, child-
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labourers, street children and victims of riots and natural disasters, do not
necessarily have accessto schools.

Education that young people in Indian receive varies widely according to
their means and background, which is aworrying and problematic trend. In India's
600,000 villages and multiplying urban slum habitats, ‘free and / compulsory
education’ is infect basic literacy instruction dispensed by barely qualified, para
teachers. The thrust on elementary education over the last two decades and the
growing aspirations of poor communities resulting from their participation in a
political democracy have aready led to a situation where most children at age six
are enrolling in schools/learning centres and residential bridge courses. However,
the poor quality of these schools and their rudimentary physical and human
infrastructure often lead to children dropping out of the school system without
learning or continuing in it with limited learning. An emphasis on food, livelihood,
and health guarantees is therefore simultaneously required to level out the initial
disadvantages of the poor in the educational sphere stemming from
mal nourishment, poverty, and health-related debility.

To achieve social justice in education there is a need to move towards more
just practices, which ensure more equal outcomes across targeted disadvantaged
groups. Appropriate educational policy and pedagogy become issues for creating a
more inclusive curriculum. This should include,

Civic knowledge - for example, understandings about political

organizations, decision making processes, institutions, legal requirements.
If we want our children to show tolerance and to live in peace with

people from other areas ... they must know something about both

their' own traditions and customs, and then, that of others
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A sense of persona identity - for example, afeeling of self-worth, belonging
efficacy, resilience.
We need to keep everything going. We believe in giving them tasks
and for them to problem solve: The objective is to give skills,
leadership, and decision-making experiences. We give them
opportunities to be individuals and to be creative.
A sense of community - for example, locating oneself within a
community(s), some perhaps imagined communities.
You can't expect respect from students, if members of parliament do
not act responsibly. We are not a community if they are not working
together.
Adoption of a code of civil behaviours - for example, civil and ethica
behaviour, concern for the welfare of others.
| believe that it is the respect shown by each individual towards each
other is the only tool that we can use to bind people together ... Peace
is something that we can achieve through the efforts of tolerance,
forgiveness, mutual understanding of differences.
An informed and empathetic response to social issues - for example,
environmental issues, social justice, equality and equity.
The schools should include peace curriculum ... Programmes that
will help the people about the importance of working together and
building a better community through inductive teaching, learning
self decision-making and through drama or social activities ...
A skilled disposition to take socia action - for example, community service,
active participation in community affairs.
In my classes, especially in forms 4 and 5, | try to encourage

student responsibility for their own learning. | expect my students

Universal Education for Social Harmony 78



to have opinions about current events. | think 1 can do this as well
as getting good exam results ... No, | don't think many other
teachersin this school take this approach.

A key issue therefore in promoting social harmony and good citizenship was
the total lack of teaching and learning materials about the cultural diversities of
each of the states & Communities. The argument was often made by teachers that
students often lacked a detailed understanding of their own culture and that
teachers who taught in states of their own background, aso lacked knowledge and
teaching materials about the cultural practices of their school community.

The culture in the school has a magor impact on the capacity, and
preparedness, of staff to step outside the models of 'real knowledge’ as defined by
the exam questions or by a minimalist reading of the syllabi. Schools are generally
very undemocratically organised, with most students having little chance to
develop or practice empathy or leadership, except of the most moribund nature.

Hence the needs of the hour in our education system are:

e Maintenance and strengthening of cultural traditions

e Enhancement of what it means to be a citizen

e Development of vocational and rural work skills

e Development of anationa languages policy

e Increasein literacy skills

e Equitable distribution of funding to education across the nation

e Rewriting of curriculum to suit local priorities
When seeking from the stakeholders the values, which might underpin the

National Goals and the role of schools, which stakeholders thought schools had in

enhancing social harmony, the following were consistently identified.
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e Social justice (Education as a means of sharing the ‘commonwealth’)

e Access (Education for ALL students, regardless of location and financial
capacity)

e Equity (For al studentsin all age groups and between gender)

e Participation (Inclusion in decison-making, for al stakeholders:
students, teachers, the community, Ministry officials)

e Human rights (All policy to be supportive of the UN Declaration of Rights
of the Child)

e Supporting cultural traditions

e Enhancing ethical and spiritual behaviours

¢ Enhancing bodies of knowledge as currently outlined in school curriculum

e Developing skills and competencies related to employment

e Assisting young people to be good citizens

e Promoting social cohesion.

The promotion of social harmony and cohesion are-set elements of much
broader issues which cohere under the banner of 'national goas. By discussing
what it meant to be 'socially educated' and to be a'good citizen', Issues of national
identity quickly arise. Issues of the acceptance of diver of cultures arise. And these
issues are embedded in both individual and collective memories, which on

occasions betray prejudice and expressions of stereotypes.
The core purpose of schooling is to provide a quality education that ensures

that students are well prepared for life after school. All school processes should

ultimately be supportive of improving student learning for their future and that of
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their society. There is a synergy between the values, understandings and goals
supported by most stakeholders.
Citizenship education is needed to extend these social and educational

conversations.
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Hel ae) 9 AT et 81 & | 9 9l wfdadl WRd Bl U WY H Q™A T8l
=TEl B |

6.  XIoIMfdd HRE— AR oI 70 Faorol e w@relf w” &M wR =T 2
g oI g il aw g ol @1 ok o & T8 <t 21 e @ ot |3
AHINTS AIEladl & B -l B &1 g | Io-aRll o U= Ieifd & forg
gH BT AT fordl & RTHd SR AMISTe AIgTadl &l 9adb! ol ¢ |

7. OGS HRHG— 9 A ARGad dRE AEISIS Aleladl Bl 98§
Afhe §B T U ee Welf & SR AMIVeG Aleladl F g9Ifad & § ot
B & SO X B UdhdT IR IRGUSAT DI 8T TdPhT ol ¢ |

8. oI SEFaT— 9Rd § fofiT rg|=ar faemE 8 599 9Moie Qigrad
gqIfId &1 I8 © | AN WA Bl I B, 999 B S B BRI dAT T,
Afed A # 92 oMl Y a1 I Ut FEl B URT © S Se UIW & @Ry
o | RT H YUT BT B TSAIG dgdl off Y&l © | RATON F AfRARI 3R gHul &7
3T 867:1000 BT AT & Sl fh YRA # A $HH B, $HA FHIST YA BIAT &,
TS gHTfId BIaT & | TR 31w Aot AIgTadl &l 8T el ol © |

9.  3AET— YR & AHINIG HeTadl UHIAd B # AfeAr 7 Fgcaqul e
TS 2| WIRA H $9 GHY IRl 64.84 YRR 7, SIEIHIRT UHIOT ST FReR 2
Ud g g8l I Bl 21 39 d8hld & HRUT JMISie digladl o THR
GRT UST & WAl & | ad9E W Aaddis Sl &l H o Sarel gadl & STel I
ST TRIg Ud fReR F |

10. 3T HRD—

I. S, 9ErEE, gad @ §Hd HY 84 db HISdl Bl ABRIHS

qfH®T W& T |
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. SERIERY & gRae # yfoeuel g¢ 8 & f9d 7gqsy difdedrar sidr
ST RET ¢ |

. 91 2 = 9 BT € ddb AR Flgredl &l gdTad fhar 2

V. @Bl IuSIar Gy,
V. 93 T & fE 9 S yawd B ar @ sad it g |igredr
AT B 8 | ORI WRGR WRIGR 919 & 90T & BRUT 99 2.5
ARG AT y9TfAd 8T & | @NT o+ & < # IRomeft 99 Ty 2 |
AHINTSG AI-TEdT &1 89 & g6 Adhd & 2
1. XTSI HRDH—
i, Al P IoEIfa R eF WRSMIRA o Bl feiofer <R 8hf
U ISTHIdD S W §9 910 DI §¢ SeORIGd sIF1 dNMey fb I 9Rd
D UHdT AR IRISAT DI T BT |
i, <oIfa # aee B arel JaRit & wafiedr <+ a1y |
i, 9 gormell H§ Aamud JuR |
2. OTfH® HRE— "Gl BT Yhaad § &1 & <1 ARy |
. TP g9 & AN B URWRS A9 Td ARWAT & A1 Y& a1y |
UG H ® AN T 2| B 9YNT HoRGH DI WG & A1 &
amfRY |
. gf R meRa R & garedisd fear S amey |
i, o & o § & & R S =Ry S gwt | T8 9qa @y |
3. AHISdh HND
. T H g A o aEEgel Rt S @1 g e @iy | e
A i g1 AT BIeT T8l 81T |

ii.  Sifadare &1 gdcared fear SHr =@nfRu |
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ST § T SN UG TRIGT BT WIS Dl UTed bl AT HRAT SR |

4. YIS HREG

RBR TG YA g§RT I8 off Y&l Al vd fafd= srdspal &1 g49rdn
BRI fIRYHR IO &5 & Iy ey ST 8 NIl ST BrishA
ST Ul ST ATHIOT FERISRTR AT (1999)'

ARG AR AU &’ & o0 Thel Ud diele R W fafi=

HRIHAT BT FTeT |

IR WGR IS, W FeIdl G T4 UemE H Ul §9ad &l

TR Y hdT |

5. Y ORI

Vi.

Vil.

viii.

& g ®I wrenfaeiy §) b3 SIEr a2y

JMAHATE & AT & folv 86 9 e 9 I9reAT B8R | $9& U994 &

JRAfA® HRUT IR ST ST |

TSIl Q¥ @ A1 URWIRE Haell I AR WG HRAT BT |

ISR, dediaxer iR fofiexer & gRaer # & 3R aeiRe
SfeToT U= BN Y fae JUie WR d6 Ugd |

faera @ forv & Sf TS S @1 ddheudr PURA- Providing Urban
Ameneties in Rural Areas’ &I 39T &7 |

S HY IRER GO R A & fory fafir= erisdl &1 draiaaH
fbar ST =Ry |

Az, Rfdd |dEe], HIfear & e Agdqol $9 H SHIDHR AR
3T |

e g & W R Sl 98 91 910 Od 8, S9db! SHg Bic el @l
femtor fear S 99 B8 ARt &1 g9 8 |
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ARG AT AdHIHS R & gRT 8 9va 2

R1eT A9 B g AAINSTh A 991 © | A9 U Ao Ul ©, 98
TS H YEdr ® olfdd 99 Ruen & gwE # 9 @t 21 e & 9 wrem g
a9 799 R 9991 &, S99 |AS [deId 81T & ol U |9ad I &
famtor # wecgel AnTeE <ar @ s ora: favg—gnifa wenfud ekl € | |
ReqT, AT AToRTdT BT XTfid A H Agwgut e AT <@ 2

IS fUAr AT T B8l R 99— "SR 89 Udh Y &l R &w=d §
TH ddel P JBY Bl & R d3d & ofdhd 8R4 U dAfgell &I Rifera &=
g dl &9 U% IRaR &I frferd a=a 21"

g Ui ATl & WX W & g°al Bl 39 YR a1 By & S @
a9 amEfTe FroRadr & derdl el | aada awed § Sasgdhdr 39 d91d &l ©
5 &9 fava &1 goai @ ToRi 9 - favg fhdr w@=s, 9 1d 79811 2|

Dfelol & WR W 9 &4 Y Jag =1 8 | gaae ufoRaet & g |
JAMEeIHAT 3 a1 Bl AT & fb BH Rem @ e FJagiRed IR AMISTD
AHSTRIAT DI @ dalell ST AM2Y | $9 Bl bl o & A= AW @7 3ra!
AR A uRed BRI SET a8y S— AR AR 61 G, JvSHE H A,
JUSHI, 3N SN ®I AERfd, AARNR H SISl SIollia Bl Gpid, q&R B!
3IYSTATS DT FERT S |

IR Afqam # Aifere IRt & srata R vd dvgfa Gl rfdart
BT g0 B 39 YRAT & Aed H 3R W dY el 9917 ST a1fRv |

HATSTS AT BT 9 & Ieed | &l HSleAT 1l S = garar e
DI gpTeld dI oY | Sf. IEMEHVE W FreMife Rer w ey SR <d o o™
ARG ORI 98 |
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M UPR ST 4 o YHR & gell Td SHaRi & Adfiie deddr
fIem™ & 8 iR Wl U ST &7 w9 aReT &-ar | o9 yaR fafa= afear &
Tdl AR 3f=da: AR ¥ fderd 81 STdl 8 3R AR BEaldl @ S UbR AR
H1 g gl =1 g9, Sfd §9ier 9of & o e a=d € R ¥ 98 wRa
HEATAl T | offdhd 39 9RA Bl ARAIIT, AHINTG AFoRgdl Addiae Rir o
gRT & 999 3 |

YRA H WA, &34, IfEdls, Ifddlg, Aadddls,  Sladre,
FEERdIe fe 7 I $Ad {10 JMaedahdr 9 91d 31 & fob gq Rrer o e
ARG Td IS AHSTRIAT B UG H dell 911 | dai dI e 39
91T § &1 ST A1y fSEH 98 Heel Heqd B 9 |

HRA H Rrer &I FHadl el (1976) W STT AT & | ARd H giardl R o
ToreT WR AR e f&ar T 2| |aAar & U | g 9Rd | R w ey
e fear o e 8, 39 o e i ft Tt o 2 & f9er e SEw
ARG AGHTT BT gerar <=1 Y T 7 |

1. AR AWAE— 2001— SHHI YW Se¥I 2010 AP F9I DI Uh FHA
1T U= &_AT 7 |

2. WA WO AGH— 15 T, 1995— SHHT UW Ieed WIfia fenm &
ATIFNEROT BT g@rar <7 2 |

3. e urfAe e dRieH—1994— 1. WA R yomell § iy S
BT | 2. WD RIeT & FaATHROT BT F&d YRT HRAT |

4. Operation Black Board- 1987-88 wrerfie faemedl # Suerey #ra
HEEAT U Hifdd Gl H GER HRAT
5.  de Sfewr uRgre— Sweden International Development Agency
IR VSR ARPR ERT IATT ST V8 0 BRIhH BT SeIT— ST hdl
IR T SR & HIEH W AdD] e Y= HRAT © |
6. qfeel TR AIoT— Afectel & FHEdaT iR UTHor #figesi & forw
faoIyHR— FIRNHRT & o7 |
7. ol ¥ U H guR—
1. TR ST e aRArstr,
2. el R BT GITaRoIgET §1T,
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3. Thal ¥ fasm e ¥ guR,
4. @Al | AT e Br g@T

39 A= R HRIGHAT BT I AHINTS AGHIT & AR H ATHISTD
JHRIAT BT g1 4T 2 |

fR1em & gRT IrIfTd ATHOIAT ®l 9619 & (oIl SUI—

1. HecAT el & Ahoud— ‘giaral Rem R faRy e fear o =iy

e a7 Al TiR 97 9 |
2. AEHIfEG R BT ASHRIE =1 ST =1fey ST fb &9 &R ET 3 |

3. AEMIfe REm 39 geR BF Aty O Ue Jfdd I8 98gd R 9
fh IT AL IHDT & | A DI Yohdl AR JWSAT Bl A0V I Fdh 59 UBR

P YIIAN ST foaT § BFI AT |

4. T 39 yerR B afeu SR ue 99 & Ufd 3mexr &1 9ia fasfid @l

A BT 97g Y Td Yeolfdd 81 AR I8 aRI RS YoFar 8l |

5. hol U4 dleel WR W A= Figfde BrRISHAT BT ST HR g5 derd]

fear <y |

6. 9= I ® HAY BN ©, S© 9 USR Er & S Ay S e, g,

ST, A™erd, a9 e | W |

7. WMINTS AFORGAl 9 @ WRGR, IR RGN W64, I Aghal 9E,

fafder ARITSE onfe @1 AT W AE@yrl w9 A IHR PR A AT 2 |

8. RT T TehdT IR — & Job IATAR T gHAT B <&+ =11RY |
9. gd fem A~ ® gRT € Yo T A BT ST =AY e Jorgel
AR dh AT ATHSIRIAT B deldl el — FHeM, |d anITg 1T |
10. YT =aeel H 39 UBR GUR fHAT M7 A1y e 98 S9ar & i
Af¥® IRAFEIQY] B Wd | S AMAEGGR b Rer & S =Anfdu
AAI—FAY R QfeTd Fal Bl AT2Q b dl Ueh A BIAshA SISTd B a2l
ST & Riférd X e gfod @& w9, SFar @ 79 W 8¢ 9d 3R

ARG AT & ufd Ufddg af

1. JIoHIfae §¢ goorIfad iR ueNie ufdegar @ emawddar | B8R |
AR ®f M 39 YR & B BRIU o9 aife’ S99 98 gl

AT & U ufieg & 9 |
12. A8 I el e &l gwrd! a9/ ] |

13, TRIe &1 GATeROIGE! 9917 MY T8 ged 3[04 SE—Urd & ardraxel |
aRfId 8 96 O 99, d=I6ie, US—Ui | A 39 d=di B AFINID

STHINAAT del H IEd B T |
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14, TR1ETT BT ST & ATEIH -1 ST A1fey |

15. J§ WIH UBSl AMG & ARG H IUST 8, S d1a I8 Jg§ ©fd W ToR
3T 2, BH BIRMY BT =12y b AR ArediAe Ruem 59 yaR 8 forad
Jg Hedl fdaR & S 9 8 dfcd qEIoied GaRad] ger dedl faar
I &I, el d fZdg favage @ ffifter a1 iR gra & # 9N 9 g
Haell foaR Ico=1 8 | g9 e 39 yaR B Aty ot Rar—g=,
feg—qReM, JgA—8Rd & AN, UIcwe AR IAT DHdlfeld dRT 3w H
A Ud Aigrdar T AW & el % ad favg # wnfa dwa 2
QIS R1eT g &1 HHeUAT Bl ATHA [HAT ST a1y |

e & F9da | IS bl i o7 & oy raeaedl 59 91 bl © fd
B9 Al Riem &1 3fferd ragiRe Ud ArHifsid AHeRIdl $l g6+ dTell
TN | ARA BT UAD Al Ig A8GH BR G b Ig A IFHT &, TSIl Bl
9 g8 37U gad H HOllY X G | HAgH FHIE TN AHIHD e Bl
He@yul faerwar e A1ty | g &1 Udhdl AR Gedl Pl AeJU0T gAY Gl
EART AAYLH Hied 84T ARy |

At Rem 59 ysR BT @ifey raw W |l & Ufd sfeR Y9
fIepfAd 81 Heb | HBTAT TME o BB o— ‘SIR—IeATE IRl H ... " BRI e
9 UBHR &l BT ARY S B 1947 HI AR farod iR Al & fIeRe @t
TRAR I TSI B A, 1984 & A &I DI I1G S & AT d1a- ARSIG &l
fgedes TR U DRell B AT S U788 W SR IS &l H-A g2l bl ffar
T H g <o B R T B U ArdHifie R =ifdy SRR § AR @
IHIE B WA FR <l Bl |

TH U AENIAS Riem @1 smaeaddr 7 RTEH 9X YRA dRa BT A
AT B, AT &1 UiTel, IS &I ARGl 3R A &I dlg. T <1l HIgTadT,
IHRAAT ATHRIAT 3R Fded AHYTd & A1 41T & |
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g YRd &l Aapfid e & w9 § T@Ar Ied § df gaqd gey H
3MITIHAT 3H 910 DI 8 6 T U Ieufy G HA™ Dl HHedT B IMMHAT
PN Sl b FEISTS HHGRIAT & Uil 8 d 3feas IR R Tl &1 Yol &
HA T |

|ARIAT & AR Ud fdbrd & foIw U yardl Ard«iiie Riem @1 sraegeharn
g oy 9T Aot gt iR Yedlfda 8RM | |aq faer & forg 1 g4
T ATGHIAe e &1 azaddr g |

TRT Bl Yhdl 3R IRIUSAT Bl 39 A= dedi Pl ARGI § <@l ST ATy
ST XIS BT ATHSTG ATHSRITT & Ycild g9 dTel © | STy IRd & IR H Pal
ST 8— "1, i I w9 e TS oTET 9,

®B 91 © [P gl fAed T8 s9R |”
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|a§||'_‘| HA d=g QE[ AT DI Capxaldi P IR TR HATHD Uhdl DI famra

o0 TSl 3EHS

R TR YR GRT I8 TS T JIUHHA ISl AT 8 A SR & 8 B
HId HE@yul YA YR BT & | AT FHTST DI ORAT IR FIH HAT Goll Y&
far T § 3R THP! W9 9! goiE I © [P A9 & U™ Qe 9wse AR
PR B oy TR A ARASH ST | AMG U AT U0 S ST ¥ Bhdd o
Al © | AT FATS 37U ] Al A & 39 oxdl Bl W@ 97 Fhal & | R
BT |

YRIYTYTOT DTl H bR acd b Ugde H A FATS - %] ol g ad
@ 21 39 o™ 9 W Fem Avg A9a I &9 519 399 R gRT S T
B FARI G, 7T WERIT B FHST B Follfedd Ul gs | RIerN sgavern are
T ¥ s 8lax g9 e A @) IR 9¢ I 2| 39 AfTel d® ygad H
A 3 I R fHAT =l BT © o g8 R 2| sfel b1 WA 9gd
HeA e gRT &1 ST S Adhdl © | AMISTd AgqTaT &I 6iod o & forg g+
R & I W & g BE | AEdm R 9 e s qeia e @
3TN & | TAR AHT I O Q2 Bl IR0 § I8l oW e ar 8w

B B &A1 Ugel 981 & FHANS BT aIdrEaxel Givd & 77 AT| 89 Ud & 39 DA
B A9 H SART Bl TagDhdl Bl © | R g4 39 Ig g9kl & b TH D &
& FESIGRI Ul $x | ufeadl <= # <if¥remrera: od ufaerd Riferd T € | iR &)
< B FES H A o, depfa, gofa & @Rt <8 2 | delifeid, Uiewe, Igal,
R4, fa=g, AIRA® AMfC H3 UGR & ART URTH <2 H 99 T | 37 9ad 94
THdl 9 I A998 GR&bd Bl H ¥ b o | §A9 ol fdvd G BT AR
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fhar| s gal § WA <2 &1 gare | Rrferd ||l o Reg 89 39 g&i Bl
e & U | T4 d%b TS H a1, Blet—TN Td Yolfd 4g DI &4 A4 74
& IR | ATl 81 <d d9 dd AHEISTh FHEAT Bl RITIAT e 3 |

HEIAT TN o B8 oA— AN Bl g1 & [olY AN 8] dfed UMl @l
MIeYHAl BT & | I UbR 31 1 fEar 4 721 afed Afear & fAern &1 A
2| B & R 9 oM W Ud Srrid §HIST &7 5T BT © o fae @ 9o 0
T2l gel FHdT| IR o < H ATHINTG AGHTaHT &I 3AfT sawadar ® R gH
A RIET §RT UT &RAT € | ANIATBRT & $9 AT H giar gl doll | dad
W T EH UP R D S e STERd ueH offl B IS BH U R @l
JER WD I FHIT Bl AaYDhdl 2| 8F G K3 P W Sl k® & A
ARG T 3fd 98 SNl 81 AT 8| 8% ¥ 1 ddel Wl d1di bl qardl & 84
I 3T Tl DI JATHATT DR DI SR & | B9 ORI UR QYR HRA DI JghT
I T BT | TS OR favg & A+ AMddhdie e ds] AT & w7 H ST

2| BT AT B9 Udoledl & A1 &A1 § | & 99 Dl [<S! d1dl bl gH I
@ AHH G B A B DHad gF e gR B B Gdhd 2| AN B el D
S BT H BH UA 3R I Bl e < B U TR @ U ged W WA @
R <N 2 s SR @ A IR oW @I I oq @) Rrem o 7 oud
yfcrera Rifera |Ara 3 81 Ao Jg9d 3R AHITd Aiwar a1 81 dal]
g IE STl 8l | STRRd 89 91d ®l 993 @I © fb 89 fhw yeR @ f¥rn ¢ ®
2| Rrem 3§ yH &1 fBar A8 Use fhar mar 2| fRweR S @ gddl @
T2 & & &0 fUsel gl &1 ARy 59 UeR < @ 21 Udh 99 & gR o
q ol SJed H8YH BT W@ & | fBCeR 7 37Ul USilfd &l $HdT Hehy WX fawg
FATS BT WAMGT AT § | AFG BT STell SR & W9 H U 9 B 84 Ad Bl
TRAT iR T BT &I H I@T U AT GAdl H U™ HRAT & dlfch 37T aTed!
gl & facl d T g @ Ul Wedrg 7 W8 |
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U AR H B BH D Ol WIS BT IS o bl e e R
HATST BT SO G B I < | AHITh ARYEN AR AHINTD  FgHTaT 6
R1er & oy Ridrel@l & IR YR § Sar | #edableli qRd § 84 il ATdD
3HeR P GHRUE AT I@ Bl AT T 81 Gaag—U—Fa dI Il BT Urs
USRI | JMEYFTH IR H BH It & Had Is UYddd & w9 H HgTeAT el e |
RTBIF AT & T 3R UH &1 918 UgraT | Udh YT A8 AT Rt |arifore
AT & oIy g IR Iuard (& gedidl) a1 | Sd g1 W T IYATH Dl
HYUl FHIST UR TSR] 3[R UST | 9Rd & Ao & 999 Sl Jenifa FH1el § el
off, I W I Sl & IYAT BT ST e YA1G Ul [ S &R &R wabl ol |
TR ST 7 31U Siiae H g IR ATAISIG AGHTEaT &I RTYAT & oy SUard 3@ |
U IRA W fIvd @ wEr g 9 "R O g yey fau| o wgef
faeg o1 A, Y4, AT B UG USTdT| BH HIDl AeTdx AU, &3],
STfaaTeg, FTdTg 3Tfe ATl W s+ &l JMazIahdr o | PRl ¥ J8ak 39 &
DI 3R PIg oI B Fball | FHD] YHIATT AR FA U AT F B R gH
IRIR B AT B AR MFT W U M-S H o o s & aR
A # Y9 IR 9 BT Ha Y | AR |l 9 Sifdarg & fiem & forg
g AEde e @ T8 afed Um @l R @ s1aeadhdr 71 U IR 9 &
AR IR TAdR & & AMINTG AHTaAT &I AT ®T a7 Fdhd 2 |

3HR®T TR gY ATAHATG! B & UTAR] UReH TSl JfReR 81 7T & | 9N
faeg 4 s g9 & Rgcli Udh Told Ha¥ AT & | Y AN @ R BH Bl
gH ® T SIehr oAl Hal T8l 2 | B F9XT &I AR Bidl & | Uhd g9 D
difge® aF DI AN A BN TH & | U Hd W PR AR €Al H Uebed Bl AT
ST B DI SR & | UREH AT @ U¢ foRd ST BT S¥AT™ €H B TSl
Dl IR 999 & A @ @ SRd © A 6 IHd RIATh AWk A9 DM DI
TRRA T | M AR & P H Bl Qo & g & 9N fIwg w® yara
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Al 2| 3T G B WITUAT B YHIMA M0 gSF ¥ BN 2| R1ew & gag
B AT BT BTH BT o | AT DI 3MCAT FR&r &1 37d Y &1 ufds a9l 2 |
UH T JI U e gIRT & A9d € | ATl e sierar fagdr | smed T8
gdT dfeds e Sildd @ forw off s e & g9ar 2| <8l 99 2 g8 oidd g,
FOTT {371 Y 3R of ST 8 | J=IfU |§a ANT eb HAM A1, b aRIER H&, U o
TAE 3R TP SIAT &I dTel el ©, IR I AT SRATT iR Fe! 2, 39 Mgl
@ UL & A ST AT fol 8, 98 il uewil & aue S9Nl # ek e
B 2l 89 I Rl R o fafagar fewrg <<l 8, S99 ue W SR arfods
TEhdl B | o9 9 fafdear & e U@ adaaaeh el [JemE 2 99 8k A=
& He DI SIS & B8l V8 Wl & | U gl DI FYE & FHM [A2rel 994 B
3MITIEHT % |

YA §E - HET 8, P DI A—DHY A SNl | MY Th FHRIASG 0T &
3R gH®T 31 & SIRAT 1@l Y9 &1 Hared 0T | Al 84 39 FAR § |l wifa
el B Al BH YA dedi I bRl BT | BAR g0 AR (U HEl Al el
WY H FS B Wb Al BH HUY T8 PIAT US| AR IS BRI baa e gRT B
fopar T e B |

19 <91 & SH—9ger™ § 5o € sifee deureHr, afewdr ud aferar
AT 8, 98 <3 a1 & goas vd R ) s9a fuRa sriaRe gwlasr, a-ma
qAT dHARI @I HIAdh Saldl H Sl g1 Q¥ ARV BT ® | HIUGTIRydhdT,
qIyrare, eFdn, e fAvHdn, gerddrare, SIdibdl, Aedrs, died RIS
AEISTS: AT & IR H A$ad UaT axd o | I [9aRe, Remme,
FHISTRTA, ST AT YRS FHI ATAINTG AgaTaT Bl ReIfd drae a- &l
el B 9o Ul URRfd § wurae: & daa! gite e @1 3R a7 Sl € |
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T M U Held: AT & | Pe-l ol I8 A= 8N b I &
TdR® faaed o1 I $1 e Rie & ufds TTerer gRT &1 994 2 |

ARG AT FaUH AMG & 79 # fIeRia 8l 81 o fod) <91 &
ANR® URWRD Yhed Bl Y B &, GU—gd@ d AEIER B8 &, Fafe &l
SO AT § Fo'E B & d9d S8 dRddd TSI Uhdl & <99 8 & |
AETSTD AT B b G AAIdSii~e doi Qferh Ufhar 2| 59 Ufshar &
§RT Sl & gad H Udbdl, ggedl dAT HeIfdd & 41d &I [dbrd 8l 2 | 9@
Bedwy STP AT H TH—ANTRGAT 97 ey T & 919 3fed 8 €1 I8
W1 STSId Aqd] R 81 © | I8 AT dl Jd AU FArSl I faf= Grdf
& HEgH W UK HRdl © | DT URTd 9 B FHeT | R vd aRuRmel g
UTed BIAT © | Silad & YRS A1 | € Aa A IRl & [ue | AT
JAD IRV Bl IEA—WREAT 2, Id [GIRI DI GAdT & AR ATANTAT S

TR AT BT € | AT Ty SHDT S Ay BIT & Tl g8 =niRe e
Al TET FRAT 2| 59 UBR el Td QDI & ARIH § SINTHGAl U BT © |
Ig fere Ufthar d3 @wul | doddl 8| 39T Udh WawY ol SMIYAiR® ® | S9H
URAR, T, FikGidd TS TAT 3 TR ddH—arITG A H8@d 8ld ¢ |
I8 BAR dlfgd eRIAe Bl AR S SHar qA O\ a9l 5| I8 IS a2
AEMSTS i DI We dofl MRFd g9l & | fedl <o & = |usrar 4
URWRS AT Py VAT o T8l 59 3l ¥ <@l S Feb, AU I8 U Ul
AreTeyul arareRvl &, foRrH 8% Quaril &l g o gwd & ol © fb <9 H <@
Il TR AT IFST W8 B, TSR © iR gE-g@ H IEieR 2| I8 oMU
AR @I 9T €1 B9 9 919 P RO ool © B B9 oue Wl el @

forerioifor T Ardvi-e f’d & Bral § FGEaRT <47 3191 dacd FHsH o Td @ |
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SL. | NAME DEG. | ADDRESS
NO.
1 | MS. MONA PRUTHI IAS | 1317, SECTOR 15 PHASE 2
GURGAON - 122001
HARYANA
2 | MS. AMRITA DASH IPS | L-3/70,ACHARYA VIHAR
BHUBANESWAR - 751013
ORISSA
3 | SHRI AMARNATH IFS | 48, JAWAHAR MAIN ROAD,
ASOKAN N.R.T NAGAR, THENI - 625531
TAMIL NADU
4 | SHRI SAUGAT IAS | 49A, KANKURGANCHI ROAD,
BISWAS KOLKATA - 700054
WEST BENGAL
5 | SHRI RAJU IFOS | SO TULASIGERAPPA N.
TULASIGERAPPA AGASIMANI
AGASIMANI POST-KONNUR TQ- NARAGUND
DIST- GADAG AT WASAN - 577206
KARNATAKA
6 | SHRI YELUCHURI IAS | NANDARADA, EGDT.
RATNAKARA RAO AP RAJAHMUNDRY - 533292
ANDHRA PRADESH
7 | SHRI MANQOJ IPOS | B UPADHYAY, UPADHYAY
KUMAR BHAWAN
OPP. DAV SCHOOL, CANTT ROAD
KHAUGAL PATNA
BIHAR
8 | SHRI ASHOK IAS | SO RAMCHARAN MEENA,
KUMAR MEENA NEAR OLD WELL, SAKET
COLONY, MOHAN NAGAR,
KARAULL,
HINDAUN CITY - 322230
RAJASTHAN
9 | SHRI SHUJA IRPS | 17, NHCS LAYOUT,3RD STAGE,
MAHAMOOD 4TH BLOCK,
BASAWESHWARNAGAR
BANGALORE - 560079
KARNATAKA

Universal Education for Social Harmony

129




10| SHRI IPS | AZADNAGAR COLONY
SARVASHRESTH RUSTUMPUR
TRIPATHI GORAKHPUR - 273016
UTTAR PRADESH
11} SHRI RAVI KUMAR IAS | SATYA BABU LANE
ARORA MADHUPUR
JHARKHAND- 815353
12| SHRI OM PRAKASH IAS | H-230LD POLICE LINE
BAKORIA SHAHJAHANABAD
BHOPAL - 462001
MADHYA PRADESH
13} MD. SHADAB IRS | KARAMAT ALI LANE, TATARPUR
AHMED BHAGALPUR - 812002
BIHAR
14 SHRI RAM KUMAR | ICCES | VILL PALPUR POST MURADGANG
YADAVA DISTT JAUNPUR - 222002
UTTAR PRADESH
15 SHRI SUBHASH IRS |VILL & PO-DOSTIYAN
PRASAD GUPTA SHEOHAR - 843334

BIHAR
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